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Discussion Questions

1. Are there any stories that are repeatedly told when your family gets together?
Why do these stories come up so often?

2. What is Asaph, the Psalmist, encouraging God's people to share in verse 4?



3. Alarge portion of this Psalm has Asaph recounting the Exodus story.
Can you summarise what happened?

4. Why might Asaph be sharing this story with God's people again?
5. Discuss the meaning of verses 5-6 in connection with Deuteronomy 6:6-9.

6. What are some ways a parent might recount the stories of Scripture and the
instruction of God today with their child/ren?

7. Why does God want parents to do this?
8. Much of Psalm 78 is about the continual rebellion of Israel despite God's grace
toward them. How might these stories of Israel's unfaithfulness help God's people

remain faithful?

9. Do you ever see Israel's tendency to forget God's grace and promises in your own
heart? Why do you think you forget?

10. What can you do to invest in the faith of the next generation?
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7 “When he came to his senses, he said, '"How many of my father’s hired servants have
food to spare, and here | am starving to death! ® | will set out and go back to my father
and say to him: Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ ° So he got up
and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. ?* Bring
the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. % For this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard
music and dancing. ?¢ So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.
27 'your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf
because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. ?° But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been slaving
for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so |
could celebrate with my friends. 3° But when this son of yours who has squandered your
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’

314 1My son,’ the father said, ‘'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 3
But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.’ "

Discussion Questions

1. What's something that you'd spend a lengthy amount of time searching for?
What might you not worry too much about?

The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin
Read Luke 15:1-10

2. Who are the people Jesus is speaking to?

3. Who is upset and why?

4. The sheep and the lost coin have different apparent values, but Jesus emphasises
that both the shepherd and the woman were right to leave the others and to search
for the lost, and that rejoicing was the right reaction to have when it was found.
Why do you think this is?




5. What do you think some modern equivalents are for the lost sheep and coin?

The Prodigal Son
Read Luke 15:11-32

6. Who does the younger son represent? Who does the older son represent?
Who does the father represent?

7. What differences are there in their attitudes towards the father?
8. What similarities are there between their attitudes towards the father?
9. How does the father's reactions to each son highlight the character of the father?
10. How do these passages shape our understanding of who God is? What is something
new that you have discovered or seen in a new light about God's character?
Live It Out

11. How do these passages shape the way you think about unbelievers? How do these
passages shape the way you might share the gospel?

12. In what ways do you rejoice in God's work? What things stand out in these passages
that might cause you to rejoice more?
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1. Describe your own attitude towards money. Are you a saver, a spender, or
something else?

2. Who does Paul have in mind when he describes the "rich in this present world"?

3. Why do you think Paul warns the rich to not be "arrogant” or to "put their hope in
wealth"? How does wealth create a false sense of importance or security?

4, Paul describes God as the one "who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment.” How can we balance enjoying God's blessings without becoming
attached to them?



5. What does it mean to be "rich in good deeds"? How can we apply this in our daily
lives?

6. Verse 19 speaks of our good deeds and our generosity as "a firm foundation for the
coming age." What does this mean? How does this motivate you towards
generosity?

7. Paul says our generosity leads to “the life that is truly life.”
What do you think he means by 'true life'?

8. Read 1 Timothy 6:10. How can the pursuit of money cause people to wander from
their faith? How can we guard against this?

9. What attitudes or fears keep people from being generous? How can we overcome
these barriers?

10. How can we live out the command to be generous and willing to share?
What are practical ways to do this?

11. How does generosity reflect our faith in God rather than in material things?

12. How can we encourage a culture of generosity in our church or community?
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1. Paul calls on believers to "stand firm in the Lord" (v.1). What does it look like to stand
firm in Christ in our daily lives?

2. Paul addresses a disagreement between two believers in verses 2-3. What is the
solution to their dispute? What does it mean to 'be of the same mind in the Lord'?

3. Why is unity among Christians so important?

4. How can we handle disagreements in a Christ-like way?



5. Paul commands believers to 'Rejoice in the Lord always' (v.4). Is this possible or is it
just wishful thinking? How can we maintain joy even in difficult circumstances?

6. What does verse 5 mean? What is the connection between our evident gentleness and
the nearness of the Lord? Reflect on the reality that Christ is near to us and how this
might affect the way we live.

7. Verse 6 instructs to 'not be anxious about anything'. Again, is this possible or wishful
thinking? Why? How does the command to pray 'in every situation' help us to

overcome worry?

8. Does gratitude ("with thanksgiving") play a role in your prayer life and your overall
spiritual life? Why or why not? How can you cultivate gratitude in your life?

9. Verse 7 describes the peace of God, which surpasses understanding. Have you ever
experienced this kind of peace? What was the situation?

10. How does God's peace "guard our hearts and minds" (v. 7)? What might be some
threats to our peace?

11. What is one specific way you can apply these verses this week in your personal life or
relationships?
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