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The 
Quarterly Winter

2022

We exist to help more 
people find life in Jesus
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We are now well and truly in the 
midst of the winter months. The 
mornings have become darker, 
the heaters have been taken out 
of storage, and the beaches have 
become less crowded. I must admit, 
I don’t mind the winter months. 
Especially living in Queensland 
where it rarely drops below 10oC at 
night and hovers around 21oC during 
the day. I know others aren’t so keen 
on the cold and spend June through 
August pining for the earth to tilt 
the other way and the temperature 
gauge to go up again. Whatever 
your feelings about winter and the 
different seasons, they do provide 
a rhythmic consistency to our lives. 
They have a habit of coming around 
each year, whether we like them or 
not.

I was recently asked by one of our 
members: What kind of season do 
you think we are in as a church? 
It’s a great question. It recognises 
that there is an ebb and flow to 
church life. Honestly, and this was 
my answer to them, I believe that 
as a church, we are in an exciting 
season; a season of vitality and 
growth. Not only have we navigated 
some big changes in the last year or 
so; changing our name, launching a 
new vision, adding another service, 
but there have also been a number 
of ministry initiatives in the life of our 
church which are bearing good fruit. 

Last term we kicked off our first 
‘Ridley Course’, a course designed 
to help expand Bible knowledge and 
deepen faith, with an attendance of 
up to 40 people each week. 

We also ran ‘Claim the Faith’ for 
the first time, a course designed 
for young people to explore what it 
means to follow Jesus and claim faith 
for themselves. We also continue to 
see new people join us each Sunday. 
Caroline, our Children’s Ministry 
Leader, recently commented that 
there seems to be new kids at our 
Children’s Ministries every Sunday. 
As you may have heard, we have also 
engaged some architects to help us 
make the best use of our facilities 
as we look to the future and plan 
for continued growth. Stay tuned 
for more details in the months to 
come. We are grateful to God for his 
faithfulness and grace to use even 
us in his purposes and plans for the 
world (Eph. 3:10).

There are a number of exciting things 
coming up this term, which you can 
find out more about in the pages 
that follow. I’m looking forward to 
diving back into the book of Acts as 
we explore chapters 8 through 16 
and see how the gospel spread and 
the church multiplied, even in the 
face of violent opposition. Please 
join me in praying for the term ahead 
and all that it holds and ask that God 
might use us to help more people 
find true and lasting life in Jesus.

Grace and peace,

Adam Schoenmaker
LEAD PASTOR

From the Lead Pastor
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From the Lead Pastor
In these pages you’ll find encouraging 
articles, information on what is coming 
up this Winter at Oasis and how you 
can get involved to help more people 
find life in Jesus.

Oasis Church
oasischurch.com.au

Church Office
Monday - Friday 9am-3pm

3882 1989 
office@oasischurch.com.au



4

Sundays
IN

 P
ER

SO
N

O
N

LI
N

E

Sunday services are held at 

8AM, 10AM or 6PM 
oasischurch.com.au 

If you are unwell, please join us online instead.

Services will continue to be streamed at 8AM & 
10AM on our regular platforms. 

Join us on Facebook 

Join us on YouTube 
www.youtube.com search for Oasis Church

Both links are accessible at oasischurch.com.au
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Download the 
Church Center 
App today! 

Register for Events
See the Church Calendar
Access the Church Directory
Use Digital Check In
Connect with your Growth Group
and more...

Available on the Apple or Play Store
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Have you ever been in a Sunday service where your mind has 
drifted during the singing, you didn’t feel a connection with God 
and you couldn’t seem to grab a hold of what the preacher was 
saying? I have. Why is that? Sometimes this is because we’re 
dealing with something heavy on our hearts, sometimes we’re just 
plain exhausted when we walk into the service, but many times. 
it’s simply because we haven’t approached the service the right 
way. The importance of preparing our hearts well and thinking 
about the service the way God does cannot be underestimated. In 
fact, it can mean all the difference between unconsciously going 
through the motions, and a deep enjoyment of the living God! 
Nothing beats that sense of God’s presence, that sense that you 
are being dealt with by a holy, loving, eternal God!

Here are some things that have helped me to engage with the 
service, and in the process, encounter God himself:

1. Pray while you’re travelling to the service

Pray for all of God’s people. Ask for God’s Kingdom to come and 
his will to be done among us. Pray that God receives all the glory. 
Pray that we leave the service wanting to worship God more in 
our lives!

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people. (Ephesians 6:18)

Getting the 
Most Out of 
Sunday
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2. When you sing, consciously sing to God

If a familiar song is sung in the service, it’s all too easy to forget 
what we are singing and who we are singing to. Forget about 
what the person next to you is thinking. Focus on God. He 
is listening. What are you saying to him and do you mean it? 
Sometimes imagining God on the throne or Jesus on the cross 
helps me to sing to him, not just about him.

…Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 20 always 
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:19-20)

3. When the Bible is read and taught, take it as 
seriously as if God himself is speaking to you

The Bible is God’s Word, right? If we believe that, we should 
be on the edge of our seats giving our attention when the 
Bible is opened to us. God is speaking as his Word is read and 
accurately taught. When I listen during a sermon while prayerfully 
asking God what he wants me to hear, it seems to be doubly as 
enjoyable for some reason! I feel like I’m connecting with him, 
that this moment is sacred, that he’s speaking to me. It feels like 
it’s forming me. Don’t listen for other people, listen for yourself. 
Don’t just listen to Adam or Ben or Nathanael. Listen for what 
God is saying. Don’t sit over his Word, sit under it, submit to him 
and hear his voice.
 
… Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.” (John 8:31-32)

These are some things that have helped me to ‘get the most out 
of Sunday’. I hope they help you too!

Walking with you,

Ben Fien
COMMUNITY PASTOR
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Better 
Together

You are the 
body of Christ, 
each one of you 

is a part of it. 
1 CORINTHIANS 12:27
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There are many opportunities to 
get involved at Oasis and it is a 
great way to get to know other 
people. We encourage you to 
get involved in a serving team, 
there are roles for everyone no 

matter your stage of life.

You will find a copy of our 
Serving Guide at the Connection 

Centre, packed full of many 
different ways you can get 

involved at Oasis Church. Grab 
your copy today!

Scan the QR code to 
take your first step in finding 

a place to serve at Oasis.

Our 
Values
Biblically 

Grounded

Gospel 
Focused

Servant 
Hearted

Outward 
Looking

Better 
Together
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Oasis Care
Our Care Team, led by our Deacons and Pastor Ben, serves the 
practical needs of our church and local community. We mow 
lawns, cook meals, visit people in hospital and give out food 
hampers from our Community Cupboard every week.

Want to Get Involved ? 
We are always looking for volunteers and donations to support 
the work we do. If you would like to volunteer please contact 
Ben at ben@oasischurch.com.au

DEACONS

Dirk
Kotze

Aleida 
Collinge

Alicia 
Bongers

Meals

We are 
Family 

Program

Prayer 
Team

Community 
Food Cupboard 

& Financial 
Assistance

Maintenance & 
Practical 

needs

Caring
for 

People 
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COMMUNITY CUPBOARD
Each week we provide emergency food 
hampers for people in need in our local 
area. If you’d like to donate food to our 
Community Cupboard we have a stand 
located at the Connections Center 
where you can leave food or cash 
donations.

Items we need regularly are:

• Tinned Items 
• Cereals
• Flour
• Sugar
• Pasta, Rice, Noodles
• Sauces and Recipe Bases
• Tea and Coffee
• Toiletries 

Where to donate:

You can donate items or cash on the 
Oasis Care shelves at the Connections 
Centre.

If you’d prefer to donate directly to our 
account: 

Oasis Church Deacons
BSB: 014 234
ACC: 3670 42426

We Need 
Your Help!

We need your help with two 
needs in our ministry. First, 

our financial resources are low 
after supporting many people 
throughout the pandemic and 
the floods. If you would like to 

help replenish our funds you can 
donate to Oasis Care directly 
through the Deacon’s bank 

account details on this page. 
Alternatively, you can make a 

donation through the website or 
EFTPOS but please ensure you 

include the reference ‘Deacons'.

Secondly, we need more 
volunteers to join our Visiting 

Team. Do you have a heart 
for people? Our Visiting Team 

is called upon from time to 
time to visit and show care to 
people who are hospitalised 
or experiencing some kind of 

difficulty. 

Email ben@oasischurch.com.au if 
you would like to get involved.
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Another quarter has flown by and as usual it has been a very busy 
time in the life of Oasis Church. My hope and prayer is that amongst 
all the busyness we have all drawn closer to God – that we have all 
continued to pursue and enjoy Life in Jesus, engage in Life Together 
and practice Life for Others. 

We are so blessed here at Oasis Church that as every quarter goes 
by we can reflect on challenging and engaging preaching from 
Pastor Adam and his team. The bulk of the quarter saw us examining 
the big picture of the Bible in the series ‘The Bible: A Story that 
Makes Sense of Life’. I am sure we all enjoyed the presentation of 
God’s word in a way that makes sense for us living right here in 
Australia in 2022. To see how God’s word fits together thematically 

and logically and ultimately 
leads us to Christ is a great 
antidote to the questions and 
criticisms the world often levels 
at believers. Thanks again to 
Adam and the team for not 
only the preaching, but also 
the wonderful and Spirit-filled 
worship we enjoyed through 
the last few months.

We also held our AGM in the 
past quarter (mid-May) and it 
was a wonderful event to reflect 
on the progress of the church 
over the last 12 months. Much 
has been done to strategically 
propel the church forward into 

what God has for us and it was with happy hearts that we received 
the Lead Pastor’s Report and also the Treasurers Report indicating 
that the church finances continue to remain robust and strong. At 
the AGM we also announced the exciting news that we are in the 
early stages of considering plans to revamp the church building and 
facilities. This has been a topic that has been discussed at Church 
Council for some time. It also featured prominently in the feedback 
from our latest congregational survey and is on the radar of our staff 
team given they see and use the facilities most days of the week. To 
this end we have engaged a Christian architectural firm to review 
our church and our needs and help us work with what we have to 
best plan for ongoing growth and, importantly to have a building 

Church 
Council 
Update
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that reflects who we are as a church. It is early days and there is 
plenty of water to flow under the bridge to turn this into a reality, but 
we look forward to keeping you informed and getting your input into 
this project.

Another highlight of the quarter for me was to be involved in our 
Membership Course where Pastor Ben leads new members through 
the background of our church, our denomination and how we are 
structured – all with the desire to welcome new members into our 
church family. It is so encouraging to see so many families making 
this commitment to our church family and we look forward to doing 
life together with them for many years to come. I am sure you all 
notice many new faces every Sunday. We are truly blessed to have 
new people coming to check out our church on an ongoing basis. We 
pray that we all continue to be a warm and welcoming church for new 
people, helping them to settle in and hopefully become part of the 
Oasis family.

Whilst there is so much to be grateful for in our lives and the life 
of our church, there are also many needs and I ask you to continue 
to pray for each other and in particular the needs that are listed in 
the weekly prayer email that comes out. Many in our church family 
face challenges in all aspects of life, whether health or relationship 
breakdown, financial challenges, loneliness or the challenges of old 
age. Let us be a church that does life together as we look out for each 
other and pray for each other. 

Of course, as God’s word instructs us, we also grieve with those who 
grieve. During the last few months, we have farewelled a number of 
our very longstanding church family as God has called them home. 
This has been tough for our church and I ask you to continue to pray 
for the comfort of the families that have lost loved ones but also that 
we see through to the hope we have in Christ and the eternal glory 
that they are now in.

As we enter the next quarter of the year, we as a Church Council 
continue to commend you to our Lord and pray that we grow closer 
together as a church family and continue to welcome new attenders 
and members ongoing. Thank you for being part of Oasis Church!

Ivor Kay
CHURCH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN



14

Giving 
We believe that regular, joyful, 
and sacrificial giving is an act 
of worship and an offering of 
thanks to God who has given 
so generously to us. When we 
give, we are proclaiming our 

faith in God as the provider of 
all things and our belief in the 

importance of the church.

Ways to Give

Direct Debit
Name: Oasis Church 
BSB: 014 234          
ACC: 367048692

Online
oasischurch.com.au/give

In Person
Donation boxes are located at 

the entry and exits.

EFTPOS is available at the 
Connections Centre

The Park
Specialty Coffee

7AM - 1.30PM 
Monday - Friday

50% of profits support 
School Chaplains
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Well, as they say, ‘time flies when you’re 
having fun’! Earlier this year in May, 
The Park turned 4 years old! We are so 
grateful to God for all of the coffees, 
conversations, prayers and more that 
have taken place in our little café over 
the last 4 years.

At the start of the year, we decided upon 
a move to a new coffee supplier, Bancroft 
Roasters. They are a newer roaster on 
Brisbane’s northside with many years of 
experience and with a big heart for Jesus 
and serving their community, which is 
The Park’s main goal as well! So, needless 
to say, we are all thrilled with this new 
partnership and so are our customers 
based on the positive feedback we’ve 
received.

At the end of last year one of our long-
term staff members, Kirsten, moved on 
to new opportunities. She is certainly 
missed but we are extremely happy for 
her taking on new adventures and know 
that she will be successful in her new 
journey. Kirsten has a big heart with a 
gentle spirit and it was a privilege to 
work alongside her and see how she 
touched peoples’ lives with her love 
for Jesus. When you next come by The 
Park during the week please welcome 
Annelet, our new colleague, who in her 
own precious way will bring both joy 
and strength to our team and customers. 
Susan, Anna, Grace and myself are still all 
here welcoming our usual customers and 
many new faces on a regular basis.

It is a real blessing to be part of a 
ministry that serves the wider community 
as well as our immediate church and 
school community. Especially now that 
we can donate some of our profits to 
local Chappies because of all our
awesome customers who just keep
coming back! Our days can be filled with 
joy and laughter, sometimes tears and 
lots of hugs and prayers. We have also 
discovered that our little library is quite 
an attraction as well.

Of course, a large part of what makes 
The Park such a blessing is the way it 
used for ministry in the life of our church. 
Whether it is in-between services on a 
Sunday, during our big events like Easter 
on the Lawn or Christmas Carols, we are 
so grateful that The Park can play a small 
role to serve us in our mission to help 
more people find life in Jesus. Let me 
offer a big shout-out to the incredible 
volunteer team who show up tirelessly 
and serve joyfully for their church family 
and community. It is days like these that 
allow The Park to shine brightly. Thank 
you!

Let me close with these powerful words 
from 1 Peter 4:9–11: ‘Show hospitality 
to one another without grumbling. 
As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards 
of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, 
as one who speaks oracles of God; 
whoever serves, as one who serves by 
the strength that God supplies-in order 
that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.’

We look forward to seeing you all in 
the near future, and thank you for your 
continued support.

Grace and peace,
Ashley and The Park Team

An Update 
from 
‘The Park’
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Courses

Alpha Course
Asking questions about life, faith and meaning? Alpha is 
the perfect course for you.

Alpha is a video series on the Christian faith and provides 
you with a relaxed environment to be able to share your 
opinions and questions without judgment. Join others on 
the journey, enjoy a free dinner, and discuss more about 
life's big questions!

This 8-week course starts on Wednesday, 3rd August 
2022.
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visit oasischurch.com.au to register

Ridley Training
Our next Ridley Training Course, ‘Reformation Revisited’, is 
starting on Thursday 21st July, 7pm-8.30pm.

This six week short course will guide us through the key 
points of the Reformation, that pivotal time which saw a 
return to the Bible as the primary authority for Christian 
faith. The ideas and events which happened then continue 
to shape the church today, and how we live as Reformed 
Christians in a modern world is based on the same 
principles.

We’ll join Rhys Bezzant as he travels through the European 
locations of the Reformation and explains the events 
which occurred in each one.

This course will run from 7–8.30pm on Thursday evenings, 
beginning 21st July. All are welcome, and you can email 
nathanael@oasischuch.com.au or get in touch with the 
church office with any questions.
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Our Purpose
To help more people 
find life in Jesus

Our Priorities
Life in Jesus
Life Together
Life for Others
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Growth 
Groups

TUESDAY 6AM - 7AM
Men & Mates
Contact: Phil 
(vanderniets@bigpond.com)

WEDNESDAY 1PM - 2PM
Oasis Women
Contact: Emma 
(emma@oasischurch.com.au)

THURSDAY 9AM - 11AM
Ladies Know Your Bible
Contact: Alicia 
(bongers.family@bigpond.com)

FRIDAY 9AM - 11AM (Fortnightly)
Ladies Care/Share 
Contact: Nicola 
(nr1@petrusma.id.au)

Growth Groups are an important way we pursue life in Jesus, life together 
and life for others. In these groups, we open up the Bible together, pray 
together, support each other and think creatively about how we can 
get involved in God’s mission. There are groups that meet in peoples 
homes throughout the week and groups that meet in the church building. 
Contact Pastor Ben today to find a group.
ben@oasischurch.com.au

Kids
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My grandchildren have shown me 
that I am never too old to learn. 
I have three grandchildren who 
have African roots. Their dad grew 
up in the Congo. I have observed 
that they, as well as their dad, have 
a real sense of community, the 
truth that we are better together 
than we are alone. There is a word 
that comes from the continent of 
Africa that is not easily translated 
into English. The word in Zulu is 
‘ubuntu’. It literally means “a person 
is a person through others.” This 
word emphasises the importance of 
community and moving forward by 
working together.

There is the temptation, even the 
tendency, to do life and serve 
Jesus as individuals. While you 
may be able to have a personal 
faith, you can’t have an individual 
faith. You cannot be a Christian 
alone. It is interesting that in the 
New Testament the word ‘saints’ 
- referring to the people of God 
- is always plural.  Two is always 
better than one. We cannot do 
battle as believers alone.  We need 
each other. I need you, and you 
need me. And we need other if we 
are going to stand up strong. Too 
many people fall in life – morally, 
spiritually, physically, emotionally 
– because they are lone rangers.   
They do not surround themselves 
with other believers. Think of 
“ubuntu”: a person is a person 
through others. We really reach our 
full potential as individuals when we 
do life with others.

Why 
Should 
You 
Join a 
Growth 
Group?
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That is why you should join a Growth Group. 
One of the first things Jeannie and I did 
when we became part of Oasis Church was 
to surround ourselves with other Christians. 
We began a group that would meet weekly 
to study God’s Word, pray together, 
fellowship with one another, and do ministry 
together.  Since then, we have started a 
second Growth Group. We found people 
who were either new to the faith, new to 
the church, or on the fringes of church and 
faith.   By meeting together, they found a 
place where they could grow spiritually, find 
strength emotionally, and meet the needs 
of one another. But we did not become part 
of these Growth Groups just for the benefit 
of others. We did it also for ourselves. We 
need them as much as they might need 
us. We need each other. There were times 
we had heaps of fun and laughed together. 
We shared lots of meals together. We also 
cried together – at the loss of a job, the loss 
of family connections, the loss of a child 
through a miscarriage. There was even a time 
when we were there to hold their hands as 
they walked through the valley of the shadow 
of death. And when we knew of neighbours 
or friends who did not know God, together 
we would reach out with the love of Christ. 
Sometimes it is tough to extend acts of 
mercy alone, but when you do with it others, 
joy multiplies.

Growth Groups – it is all about growth. 
Growth in our love for God. Growth in our 
love for one another. Growth in our love 
for those outside of Christ. There is growth 
because together we become all that God 
intends us to be.  A person becomes truly 
a person through others. ‘Ubuntu!’ We are 
better together!

Jack De Vries

Jack is the Ministry 
Development Coach for our 
denomination, the Christian 

Reformed Churches of 
Australia. Jack also serves 
as a Growth Group Leader 
in our church. He and his 

wife Jeannie have four 
adult children and seven 

grandchildren living in the 
USA and Canada.
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New Life Trust
Myanmar

Please join us for our annual charity dinner at the Queensland 
Cricketers Club, Woolloongabba. 

2022 Gala Charity Dinner
Friday 29th July 2022 6pm to 11pm
Queensland Cricketers’ Club

Hosted by MC Heather Foord, enjoy a decadent three-course 
meal and beverages, with a range of exciting prizes to be won! 
Entertainment is provided by Scott Williams – The Laughter 
Specialist.

We look forward to a wonderful night together, 
raising funds for the orphaned and abandoned 
children in Myanmar (Burma).
Scan the QR Code to buy tickets 
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At Oasis Church we partner with 
Compassion to sponsor over 160 
Children in Northern Thailand, to help 
release children from poverty in Jesus 
name. If you sponsor a child already, 
take the time this week to write and 
encourage them. If you would like 
to find out more about Compassion 
Child Sponsorship please scan the 
QR below to connect with a child 
awaiting sponsorship through our 
church partnership projects. If you 
would like more information please 
contact the church office 
office@oasischurch.com.au 

Compassion
Partnership

Thailand was the first country outside 
China to record a COVID-19 case 
in January 2020. Since this time, 
COVID-19 cases spread rapidly 
throughout the country. Hospitals 
were inundated with patients 
requiring care and struggled to cope 
with the dramatic increase in cases. 
Stay-at-home orders were in place for 
most Thai provinces at varying points 
throughout the pandemic.

Our local church partners in Thailand 
have worked tirelessly to continue 
supporting children in poverty 
during the pandemic. Most child 
development centres are now able 
to meet in small groups. Some have 
resumed their usual activities while 
others continue to keep in touch with 
children and families via phone.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
local workers have delivered over 
394,600 food packs and 154,700 
hygiene kits to vulnerable families. 
Letters between sponsored children 
and supporters have been delayed 
because of the local staff’s limited 
access to offices for printing, 
translating and processing letters.
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Solomon 
Islands 

Positions Available 
Position 1: SWIM Manager
We are currently seeking a Christian 
person or Christian married couple to 
fill the position of SWIM Manager. This 
position involves working, managing 
and living on the SWIM Base for 
a period of 12 months to 5 years. 
Various support is provided by the 
CRCA for this role including housing, 
airfares, superannuation and medical 
expenses. In addition, the SIW will 
assist in a funding arrangement that is 
tailored to the individual needs of the 
applicant.

Position 2: Solomon Islands Work 
Group (SIW) Treasurer
This position is as a member of the 
SIW committee that manages and 
oversees SWIM Solomon Islands. The 
SIW meet monthly and correspond 
regularly in between meetings. 
Meetings are conducted electronically 
so any person with an internet 
connection is able to participate.

Position 3: Solomon Islands Work 
Group (SIW) Secretary
This position is as a member of the 
SIW committee that manages and 
oversees SWIM Solomon Islands. The 
SIW meet monthly and correspond 
regularly in between meetings. 
Meetings are conducted electronically 
so any person with an internet 
connection is able to participate.

If you are interested in this role 
or want to find out more, please 
contact the SIW Chairperson on Ph: 
0412058848 or 
email repeet777@hotmail.com
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Planning for the Wamberal CRC 
S.W.I.M. mission project for 2023 is 
well underway and we are now able 
to accept Expressions of Interest 
from participants who are interested 
in joining the project.  The mission 
project will be undertaken in the 
village of Samasodu which is on the 
island of Santa Isabel in the Solomon 
Islands. Cost $2,200 approx. The 
primary objectives of this S.W.I.M. 
project are:

Stage 1: Thursday 30 March to 
Tuesday 11 April 2023 

Small team to travel in advance to 
Honiara to conduct prior logistical 
functions and arrange landing craft 
and container packing/unpacking.

Stage 2: Tuesday 11 April to 
Tuesday 25 April 2023 

Team 1 travels over to complete 
building project which includes 
the construction of two classroom 
blocks. This team also includes a 
ministry component where a youth 
program will be conducted and 
ministry training. Team numbers 
will be around 25 people.

Roles required for this team;
• Builders
• Tradespersons (Plumbers and 

Carpenters in particular)
• Labourers
• Plant and Earth Moving 

Operators
• Youth Program Leaders and 

Assistants (Musicians, small 
group leaders, administrative 
assistants)

• Caterers (Part of the team that 
prepares food and sustenance 
for the entire team)

• Ministers

Stage 3: Thursday 20 April to 
Thursday 4 May 2023 

Team 2 travels over to continue 
building project. This team will be 
solely focussed on the building 
project.
• Builders
• Tradespersons (Plumbers and 

Carpenters in particular)
• Labourers

Stage 4: Thursday 4 May to 
Tuesday 16 May 2023 

Small team remains to complete 
building project.

Other aspects of all components 
of the trip may include;

• Maintenance of existing 
infrastructure including water 
supply system, painting, 
repairs, ministry training. 

Contact the Church Office for more 
information regarding this opportunity
office@oasischurch.com.au

Katova 
High 
School 
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Why 
Does 
God 
Seem 
More 
Hidden 
Today 
Than 
in the 
Bible?

The New Testament book of Hebrews begins: 
‘In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways…’ (1:1). The author isn’t kidding! 
God spoke to people in the Bible in some 
pretty outlandish ways. A thunderous voice 
(Ex. 19:18–20), a gentle whisper (1 Kgs. 19:12), 
a burning bush (Ex. 3:2–4), angels (Luke 
1:26–38), dreams (Matt. 1:18–25), visions (Acts 
9:10–12), even the mouth of a donkey (Num. 
27:22–30)! Not to mention other supernatural 
acts of God like the parting of the Red Sea, 
fire from heaven on Mt. Carmel, and of 
course, the many miracles of Jesus. The Bible 
is marked by the obvious and miraculous 
intervention of God in history. 

The question you might ask, then, is this: 
Why the apparent radio silence? Why do 
we no longer seem to witness supernatural 
phenomena such as this in our day? Why was 
God so willing to reveal and prove Himself in 
the past but seems more hidden and silent 
today? Let me offer a few thoughts.

First, it’s worth pointing out that God’s 
initial revelatory act—the creation of the 
universe—remains and continues to speak 
to us. Our created world was and is the 
primary evidence of God’s existence and is 
the way God puts on display to the world 
many of his attributes. According to Romans 
1, from all that God has made we can see 
that He is powerful, sovereign, and eternal 
(v.20). Likewise, Psalm 19 says, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of his hands” (v.1). 

This leads us to a second observation, which 
is the point that the writer of Hebrews goes 
on to make in verse 2: “...in these last days 
he has spoken to us by his Son…” God no 
longer speaks to us in the same way that he 
has in the past because he has now spoken 
to us in a far greater and more permanent 
way; through his Son, the Lord Jesus. God 
has given us something far greater than 
an audible voice or an angel or a dream 
or even a talking donkey; he has given us 
nothing less than himself in the person of 
Jesus Christ. The next verse in Hebrews 1, 
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verse 3 says, “The Son is the radiance of 
God’s glory and the exact representation 
of his being…”. In other words, if you want 
to know what God is like, look at Jesus. If 
you want to hear God speak, listen to Jesus. 
People often say, ‘I’d believe in God if only 
he would show himself to me.’ The answer 
of the Bible is that he has! God has done 
more than rip open the heavens and speak 
to us; he has come from heaven to earth to 
live among us and to die for us. What more 
could we possibly ask for?

You might say: ‘But I haven’t seen Jesus!’ 
And I would say, this is why we have the 
Bible! Everything we need to know about 
Jesus is recorded for us in the Bible. Jesus 
once said about the Bible, “These are the 
very Scriptures that testify about me…” 
(John 5:39). God no longer needs to speak 
audibly or dramatically because God has 
spoken finally and ultimately by his Son, 
who we meet in the pages of the Bible. The 
Bible is God’s complete and completed 
word to humanity, which is able to make us 
“…wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus…” and which gives us everything we 
need “…for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 
3:15–16). This may not seem as enticing as 
a vision or outrageous as a talking donkey, 
but the Scriptures are “…completely 
reliable, and you will do well to pay 
attention to it, as to a light shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.” (2 Pet. 
1:19).

It’s also worth noting that God’s actions 
may seem more extraordinary in the Bible 
because the Bible records extraordinary 
events. The events in the Bible are 
significant moments in God’s unfolding 
plan of salvation. This means, we should 
not expect these kinds of events to be 
normative for all people and all of time. 
It’s a bit like your birthday; lots of special 
things happen on your birthday because 
it’s special event! You shouldn’t expect 
breakfast in bed and presents to unwrap 
every single day. If you do, you are likely 

to be disappointed. The dramatic and 
supernatural events of Scripture generally 
take place at significant moments in 
time and serve a special purpose. (e.g., 
Pentecost in Acts 2). 

It’s also important to point out that God 
may not speak audibly or act as visibly 
today because of the importance of faith. 
The Bible says in Habakkuk 2: “The just shall 
live by his faith” (v.4). God does not give 
us continual miracles because He expects 
us to trust what He has already done! To 
trust what He’s done for us in Jesus. To 
trust what He’s said to us in His word. To 
live by faith, not by sight (Matt 16:4; John 
20:29; 2 Cor 5:7). And of course, God has 
already given us the greatest sign of all—
the resurrection of Jesus—to prove once 
and for all that Jesus was who he said he 
was and has done what he said he would 
do. God expects us to live our lives in light 
of it, instead of asking for further proof or 
a greater sign. In fact, there could be no 
greater sign.

Finally, and importantly, it’s also true that 
even when God seems hidden, he is still 
present and active. Even in those times 
when it seems that God is doing nothing, 
he is still in control and in charge and at 
work. Perhaps one of the best examples of 
God’s hidden hand is found in the book of 
Esther. God is never explicitly mentioned in 
the book of Esther, and yet God is clearly 
at work from beginning to end. God is 
orchestrating events behind the scenes 
for his good purposes. This is a truth that 
can fill us with confidence when we are 
tempted to despair at the seeming silence 
of heaven. God is not silent and he is never 
absent. 

With you on the journey,

Adam Schoenmaker
LEAD PASTOR
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Good 
Question
Are we living in the last days?

The Bible has hard words about the last days. 
“Scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, 
following their own sinful desires, and doubting 
God’s promises” (2 Peter 3:3, 4). “In the last days 

there will come times of difficulty.” Paul then 
describes the terrible sinfulness of those days 

(2 Tim. 3:1–9). It is easy to look at contemporary 
culture and feel certain that we are in these last 

days, near the top of an exponential godlessness 
curve. But can we assume that we have recently 

entered a brand new age of wickedness?

In “these last days” God has also given the full 
revelation of God in Christ (Heb. 1:1–4). Peter 
believed that Joel’s prophesy about “the last 

days” was at least partly fulfilled during his famous 
Pentecost sermon 2,000 years ago. The Spirit is 
poured out in these last days so that “everyone 

who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved” (Acts 2:16–21). In these last days—the entire 

age from Christ’s first to final coming—we will 
face trouble. But we should take heart: Christ has 

overcome the world (John 16:33).

Answer provided by William Boekestein of 
Immanuel Fellowship Church
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Dream bigger, 
love better, and 

experience a deeper 
relationship with God 
and your spouse than 

ever before. After 
celebrating 50 yrs 

of marriage, pastor 
and counselor Paul 
Tripp will help you 

discover how in this 
four-session conference.

Saturday 15th October
8.30am -2.30pm
at Oasis Church

$10 Adult
$5 Child

Register at oasischurch.com.au

CONFERENCE
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WEDNESDAY 1PM - 2PM
Oasis Women
Contact: Emma (emma@oasischurch.com.au)

THURSDAY 9AM - 11AM
Ladies Know Your Bible
Contact: Alicia (bongers.family@bigpond.com)

FRIDAY 9AM - 11AM (Fortnightly)
Ladies Care/Share 
Contact: Nicola (nr1@petrusma.id.au)

MONDAY 
Quilting Group
Meet in the hall every Monday 9.00am—11.30am. 
This group works on a variety of projects and 
beginners are welcome. Cost is $5 per morning. 

Contact: Judy Stringer 0421 686 909

Women
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TUESDAY 6AM - 7AM

Men & Mates 
Breakfast and Bible study

Contact: Phil Van der Niet 
(vanderniets@bigpond.com)

8AM - 12PM



32

Singles

24 July
28 August
25 Sept

23 October
27 Nov
18 Dec

For single people between the ages of 30—65.  
Join us for fellowship and share a meal together.  
Contact: Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001

2022 DATES
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WEDNESDAY 10AM - 1PM
Ladies Fellowship meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month for Bible study 
and to share lunch together.
Contact: Church Office 3882 1989 or 

   (office@oasischurch.com.au)

TUESDAY 9.30AM - 11.30AM
Meet on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month 
in the Jnr Kids Church room. All are welcome. 
Bring along your own project.
Contact: Church Office 3882 1989 or 

   (office@oasischurch.com.au)

WEDNESDAY 9.30AM - 11.30AM
Our Seniors gather together for a games 
morning full of fun and fellowship on the 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month in the 
church hall. All are welcome to attend. 
Contact: Church Office 3882 1989 or 

   (office@oasischurch.com.au)
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Story Behind 
the Song: 

What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone

What is our only confidence?
That our souls to him belong

Who holds our days within his hand?
What comes, apart from his 

command?
And what will keep us to the end?

The love of Christ, in which we stand

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess

Christ our hope in life and death

What truth can calm the troubled 
soul?

God is good, God is good
Where is his grace and goodness 

known?
In our great Redeemer’s blood

Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us 

nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess

Christ our hope in life and death

Unto the grave, what will we sing?
“Christ, he lives; Christ, he lives!”

And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with him

And we will rise to meet the Lord
Then sin and death will be destroyed

And we will feast in endless joy
When Christ is ours forevermore

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal

O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess

Christ our hope in life and death
O sing hallelujah!

Our hope springs eternal
O sing hallelujah!

Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death

Scan to listen to the Song

Christ My Hope in Life and Death
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This song was written by a group of 
very gifted song writers. I’d argue 
that the musicality of the talented 
writers enabled the song to be easily 
singable and very beautiful. But of 
course, it goes deeper. What gives 
His song it’s richness is the lyrics and  
the testimony of two of the song 
writers.

Five gifted song writers came 
together with different lyrics, theme 
and melody ideas which became 
the song we now sing ‘Christ My 
Hope in Life and Death’. One of the 
writers, Jordan Kauflin, had a burden 
that our congregations needed to 
be filled with hope. Another of the 
writers, Matt Boswell, presented a 
lyrical idea of “Christ our hope in life 
and death” which was inspired by 
the Heidelberg Catechism Question 
1: What is our only hope in life and 
death?

Matt Boswell explains that the 
Heidelberg Catechism is one of the 
oldest confessions of faith. In the 
interview about this song, he speaks 
to the question ‘What is our only 
hope in life and in death?’ Matt says 
”...what that question attempts to 
do in the very beginning is to cast 
all our of our hope on Christ. From 
first to last. In life and in death.” One 
of Matt’s sons was having a difficult 
time thinking about death. He 
admits that as children and as adults 
it’s difficult to think about death. 
Matt’s passion to give something 
to his oldest son that he could sing 
when thinking about death drove 
his inspiration during the writing 
process.

In an interview about this song, 
Jordan Kauflin also shares about 
his personal experience of what 
this song has meant to him and 
his family. Jordan’s son, Jack, had 
overcome leukemia when he was 
two and half years old. Sadly at 12 
years old, his leukemia has returned. 
Jordan says “As my wife and I have 
gone through the stormy trials that 
we are experiencing right now. To 
be able to sing Hallelujah our hope 
springs eternal, now and ever we 
confess Christ our hope and life and 
death... has been a comfort to our 
family as we walk through this.”

The final verse sets up a beautiful 
picture of the new creation: ‘There 
we will rise to meet the Lord! Then 
and sin and death will be destroyed. 
And we will feast in endless joy 
When Christ is our forevermore.’ 
Friends, how can we not respond 
with: ‘O Sing, Hallelujah! Our hope 
springs eternal. O Sing, Hallelujah. 
Now and ever we confess; Christ our 
hope in life and death.’

I hope you find time to listen to the 
song today. 

If you want to watch the interview 
with the song writers you can watch 
here Behind The Song “Christ Our 
Hope in Life and Death” | Getty, 
Boswell, Papa, Merker, Kauflin – 
YouTube

Be filled with hope, friends, for it 
springs eternal!

Emma Sunderland
CREATIVE & WOMENS MINISTRY LEADER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLoMST0X2lM&ab_channel=KeithandKristynGetty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLoMST0X2lM&ab_channel=KeithandKristynGetty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLoMST0X2lM&ab_channel=KeithandKristynGetty
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It’s been said that the Bible is a bit like a river; shallow enough for a 
toddler to wade and deep enough for an elephant to swim. This series, 
Bitesize Theology, is an attempt to navigate some of the deep waters of 
Christian theology and explain it in a simple way that is accessible to all. 
This series is inspired by Peter Jeffrey’s book of the same name and much 
of the content comes from him. 

God 
Where else should we begin but with God? A.W. Tozer said: ‘What 
comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important 
thing about us.’ He’s right. If our thinking about God is incorrect, our 
thinking about every other doctrine (and every area of life) will also 
be incorrect. So, our first and most important question is this: What 
is God like? Not what we would like God to be like? But what is he 
actually like?

What is God like?
The simple answer is God is unlike anything we’ve ever known or 
experienced. God says in Isaiah, ‘To whom will you compare me? Who 
is my equal?’ (Isaiah 46:5). Similarly, the psalmist says, ‘For who in the 
skies above can compare with the Lord? Who is like the Lord among 
the heavenly beings?’ (Psalm 89:6). If this is true, how can we know 
anything about God? The answer is if God makes himself known. And 
the good news is that this is precisely what God has done through the 
pages of the Bible. God has told us who he is and what he is like in 
the Scriptures. Here’s what we discover.

God is holy
The most common word used to describe God in the Bible is the 
word ‘holy’ (e.g., Psalm 99:9; 119:9; Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 15:4). This 
basically means that God is utterly and completely different from 

Bitesize 
Theology
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us. He is set apart from us. How? He is free from all sin and evil; he is 
absolutely perfect. This particular truth touches everything else about 
God, it impacts on all his other traits, so that God’s love is holy love, his 
justice is holy justice, his goodness is holy goodness. God can do nothing 
that is not holy.

God is sovereign
This means the complete rule and authority of God over his creation 
(e.g., 1 Chronicles 29:11–12). He has the power to carry out his will and 
purposes. God is not weak or helpless. He is omnipotent (has all power), 
omniscient (has all knowledge), and omnipresent (is in all places). He can 
do what he likes, when he likes, how he likes, with whom he likes (Job 
23:13). This is our God!
God is guiding and governing
Usually referred to as God’s providence, this means that God is always 
at work in the lives of his people so nothing happens to us by chance or 
luck. God upholds, guides, and governs all circumstances (e.g., Genesis 
41:32). Sometimes it’s hard for us to see, but Paul says that God ‘…works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will’ (Ephesians 1:11). 

God is good
The Bible tells us that God is good – he’s tender hearted, generous, 
and full of sympathy (e.g., Psalm 145:9, 15–16). There is nothing harsh or 
unreasonable about him. This doesn’t mean that God is weak or a push 
over, far from it. But it does mean that we can rely on him, trust him and 
know that, whatever we face, God is and always will be good.

God is love
If this were not true, there would be no hope for any of us. The fact 
that God is love is gloriously good news. Of course, this isn’t a sappy, 
sentimental kind of love, it is a love that acts on behalf of the beloved. 
God’s love for us in Christ is undeserved love (Romans 5:6–8), it is 
unsought love (1 John 4:10), and it is unimaginable love (1 John 3:1). Praise 
God!

There are many, many other truths the Bible reveals about God. We have 
barely scratched the surface! But we have the rest of our lives and all 
eternity to explore and enjoy the greatness and glory and immensity of God.

Further reading
None Like Him: 10 Ways God Is Different from Us (and Why That’s a Good 
Thing) by Jen Wilkin
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Young Adults Growth Groups meet in a 
variety of homes and evenings throughout 
the week. Contact us to help find a group 
that suits you.

Contact: Ben (ben@oasischurch.com.au)

Hayden Smith
YOUTH WORKER

hayden@oasischurch.com.au
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Registrations are open! If you are 16-
28, we would love to have you join us 
in Sydney from 5–10 January 2023.   

If you haven’t heard about Convention 
before, it is an event which runs once 
every two years, for older youth & 
young adults from our denomination 
around the country. Convention is a 
space for you to grow in your faith in 
community with other young people 
with similar backgrounds from across 
Australia. It features compelling 
speakers, engaging electives, fun 
activities, great food, and a plenty of 
space to hang out with friends both 
old and new. 

‘Remain’ is the theme and title of 
Convention 2023. We’ll focus on 
Jesus’ teaching in John 13–17, which 
is all about how we are to Remain in 
Jesus. This is especially relevant for 
us as we deal with uncertain times 
and a culture which is increasingly 
against Jesus. Mike Raiter and Craig 
Verdouw are the keynote speakers 
for Remain 2023.  Mike Raiter is 
currently the Director for the Centre 
of Biblical Preaching, and previously 
the principal of the Melbourne School 
of Theology (2006–2011).  Craig 
Verdouw is the pastor of Gateway 
Community Church in Perth (and 
also the grandson of our very own 
Case Verdouw!).  Both are excellent 
speakers, and I’m looking forward 
to hearing them unpack John 13–17 
together.  

January is the perfect time of year to 
take some time away with your mates, 
so I highly recommend planning 
a road trip or holiday with some 
friends around Convention!  This time, 
Convention is being held at The Tops 
Conference Centre, located south of 
Sydney.

The price for Convention 2023 is 
$575, which includes accommodation, 
meals, electives, the bus trip from 
the airport- pretty much everything 
at Convention except your morning 
coffee!  
  

The Convention website has more 
info, and a link to register- just head 
to www.crcayouthconvention.com.au  
You can also follow Convention on 
Facebook or Instagram- just search 
‘CRCA Youth Convention’.  

There are also plenty of us at 
Oasis who are involved in planning 
Convention—so if you want more info, 
have a chat to Nathanael, Nathan & 
Hannah, or Hayden.  

You can register with a $50 deposit 
and cover the rest later, so what are 
you waiting for? Head to the website 
and register now!  

  
 

‘Remain’ Convention 2023

Nathanael Remminga
YOUTH PASTOR
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Youth

Nathanael Remminga
YOUTH PASTOR

youth@oasischurch.com.au
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Youth Camp 2022 is coming up soon!

Camp is a highlight of the year, with a plenty of fun activities, great food, 
free time to hang out, and powerful message & worship sessions!

This year’s theme is “Lost & Found”, 
based on the Parables of Jesus in Luke 15.

We’ll be heading up to Mount Tambourine from 19–21 August, the cost 
is $110/pp (some optional activities add extra). If cost is a challenge for 

your family, please contact youth@oasischurch.com.au about sponsorship 
options.

Registrations close on 7th August, go to oasischurch.com.au or use the 
Church Centre app to sign up.



42

Claim 
the 

Faith
Have you grown up hearing about Jesus, 

but haven’t yet claimed faith in him as 
your Saviour? Whether you are in high 

school or a young adult, Claim the Faith 
could be the next step for you!

Claim the Faith is a short course 
for people who have grown up in a 

Christian context and are ready to claim 
their own faith as a follower of Jesus.

After completing Claim the Faith 
you’ll be ready to decide if you want 
to publicly claim your faith in Jesus 

and accept the sign of baptism (if you 
haven’t already). You might then want 
to commit to helping more people find 
life in Jesus together with us at Oasis 
through becoming a member in your 

own right.

If you want to find out more, 
you can chat to Nathanael 

(nathanael@oasischurch.com.au) 
or ask us at the Connection Centre 

on Sunday.
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Don’t forget to check your children in each Sunday in the church hall before Kids 
Church.

Check-in opens:
7.40am for the 8am service        9.45am for the 10am service

For more information on our Sunday Children’s programs please contact our 
Children’s Ministry Leader, Caroline at caroline@oasischurch.com.au

HOW TO REPORT CONCERNS
We place a high value on providing safe programs for children and vulnerable 
people. If you have concerns regarding any of our ministry programs please 
contact our ChildSafe Coordinators childsafe@oasischurch.com.au

JUNIOR KIDS CHURCH AGE 3 - PREP
Jnr Kids operates each Sunday during our 8am & 10am 
services during the school term.

Children aged 3 years to Prep experience Bible teaching 
and activities in an age appropriate program that involves 
stories, music, play and craft activities. 

CRECHE AGE 0-3
Our supervised creche program operates each Sunday 
during our 8am Service. Children ages birth to 3 years are 
welcome to join this play based program.

KIDS CHURCH GRADES 1-6
Kids Church operates each Sunday during our 8am & 10am 
services during the school term.

Children in Grades 1 – 6 experience Bible teaching and 
activities in an age appropriate program.
The children start with their own worship service in The 
Shed before moving into small groups for the lesson time.
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This Term
Creche
Through play, story, hands-on 
activities, and conversation, our 
little ones are learning big truths 
about God. In the following months, 
we will explore the following truths:

I can pray to Jesus
God made everything
God loves me

Junior Kids Church
This term in Junior Kids Church 
we will spend time in the gospels, 
looking at Jesus’s ministry. We’ll hear 
about the calling of the disciples, 
Jesus’ encounter with Zaccheaus, 
and a number of parables that Jesus 
told. And at the end of the term, we’ll 
pack an Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox for a child living in poverty.

Kids Church
Term 3 in Kids Church is all about Operation Christmas Child. Along 
with preparing items for the boxes, our children will spend time 
exploring the themes of poverty and justice. The teaching content is 
designed to introduce kids to children who live in poor communities 
in the Third World, teach kids about God’s love for all children and 
help kids find ways to respond and bring change for children around 
the world. 

Our focus statement will be – 

We can let justice roll by praying, giving, and speaking out.
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Operation Christmas Child is a 
ministry project of Samaritans’ Purse, 
that brings joy and hope to children in 
desperate situations around the world 
through gift-filled shoe boxes. Oasis 
Church has been involved in OCC 
for a number of years now and has 
packed hundreds of shoeboxes. This 
year we are again looking forward 
to being part of this amazing mercy 
project.

At Oasis Kids we will be preparing 
and sorting items for the shoeboxes 
throughout term 3. And on 11th Sept, 
we will pack the shoeboxes. What a 
great way to involve our children in 
the joy of giving. 

There are a number of ways you can 
be involved – donate items, donate 
money or pack a shoebox. 

Dontate Items
We welcome any donations of 
suitable items throughout the months 
of July and August. Oasis Kids will 
use these items to fill shoeboxes. 
Collection points will be in the church 
foyer, office, or at the Oasis Kids sign-
on area. 

Donate Money
If you would like to give money 
toward the costs of OCC, there will 
be donation tins at the Connections 

Centre, church foyer, and at Oasis 
Kids sign-on. Or you can use the usual 
electronic ways to give and mark it 
as ‘OCC Shoebox Appeal’. The money 
donated will be used to purchase 
items for the shoeboxes. 

There will also be a special collection 
in late Sept to cover the postage 
costs of the boxes packed by our 
Oasis Kids children ($10 per box).

Pack a Shoebox
You might like to pack your own 
shoebox. Boxes will be available from 
the Connections Centre. Decide who 
your shoebox will go to – a boy or a 
girl? Aged 2 -4, or 5 – 9 or 10 – 14 yrs. 
Fill your shoebox with something from 
each of the categories – listed on the 
next page.  You might like to include 
a photo of yourself and a letter to the 
child. Each box costs $10 postage. 
You can either include $10 cash in 
your box or go to the OCC website 
and pay online. Be sure to print the 
paid postage label and attach it to 
your shoebox. Please pray for the 
child who will receive your shoebox 
gift. Return your box to church in early 
October (date yet to be finalized).

Caroline Brandon
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LEADER

caroline@oasischurch.com.au
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Operation Christmas Child 
Volunteer Opportunities

If you are interested in volunteering 
further with OCC, Deanne our 
Qld representative is looking for 
people to assist in a range of areas 
– logistics, administration, prayer, 
church engagement. Head to the 
website https://samaritanspurse.
org.au/what-we-do/operation-
christmas-child/, click on the ‘Get 
Involved’ tab, and select ‘Year-
Round Connect Volunteering’ to 
find out more about the specific 
volunteering roles. Or you can 
email Deanne at deannel@
samaritanspurse.org.au

A small shoebox can have a big 
impact. What goes into the box 
is fun, but what comes out of it 
is eternal. Be a part of changing 

children’s lives all over the 
world in Jesus’ Name through 

the power of a simple gift with 
Operation Christmas Child.

Items to donate 
something to wear 

(shirt, shorts, dress, undies)

something to play with 
(ball, car, puzzle, doll, skipping rope)

something for school 
(eraser, sharpener, pencil case, lead 

pencils, exercise books)

something to cuddle 
(soft toy)

something for hygiene 
(hair brush, toy, hair accessories)

extras  
(stickers, sunglasses, jewelry) 

https://samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thess. 5:18

‘I have learned, in whatever circumstances I am, to be content.’ (Phil 
4:11) A grateful heart attitude is such an important skill to help us to be 
content. Gratitude is so counterculture today, even a thank you is rarely 
heard. If we want our children to demonstrate a grateful attitude, we as 
parents need to demonstrate it ourselves. Taking time each day to reflect 
on what we can be thankful for is so important. It can be a small thing 
– having a comfy bed to sleep in or a big thing – a new car. When was 
the last time you stopped and thanked God for something little – even a 
carpark at a busy shopping centre?

Children instinctively have a ‘me first’ or ‘mine’ type attitude, they snatch 
toys from others, open one present and jump straight to the next without 
even acknowledging the person who gave it to them. As parents we 
need to be actively teaching our children how to show thankfulness. 
It takes practise. I remember one year when I was a GEMS leader, the 
theme for the year was “Having a Thankful Heart.” One of the activities 
we were encouraged to do with the girls was go through the alphabet 
and encourage them to think of something they could be thankful for 
beginning with each letter. Oh my, this was such a difficult task – they 
really struggled to get through the alphabet – but we did it each 
fortnight and I was amazed that each time they got so much better and 
quicker, by the end of the year we could get through the alphabet 3 or 
even 4 times, quicker than we could that first time and it was fun!
If you have a child who is not showing a contented heart, start by 
teaching them to be grateful and thankful. 

Parenting 
Grateful 
Hearts
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Here are some 
activities you can do…

Thinking of something for each 
letter of the alphabet

Say ‘Please’ and ‘Thank you’

Share at the dinner table or at 
bedtime 3 good things about their 
day that they can be thankful for

Help someone in need eg: open 
door, offer seat on public transport

Do something together a family 
for someone in need ie: gardening, 

cleaning

Cook a meal together, bake 
biscuits/cake, etc for others

Make thank you cards for teachers, 
grandparents, etc

Encourage your children to 
compliment each other around the 
dinner table, saying something like 

‘I appreciate you for helping me 
do…, I appreciate your….’

Donate excess belongings to charity

Pack an Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox this term

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good; his love endures forever.’ 

1 Chron. 16:34

Geoff & Alicia Bongers run 
parenting courses using Growing 

Families material. 

Preparation for Parenting for 
parents expecting a baby, then 
3 more courses over the next 12 

months of your baby’s life. 

Toddlerhood Transitions takes you 
through their toddler years. 

Parenting from the Tree of Life 
then follows for parents with 

children aged 3 through to the 
teen years. 

There are also courses to help 
you through those Middle Years 
and looking at Protecting the 
Innocence of those childhood 

years. 

Please check out 
growingfamilies.life for more 

information about these courses. 
If you are interested in attending 

any of these courses, please 
contact us by email 

bongers.family@bigpond.com 
or phone 0402 210 184.

Alicia Bongers
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Contact Us

Office Hours 9.00am – 3.00pm Mon-Fri
Phone 3882 1989   
Email office@oasischurch.com.au     
Web www.oasischurch.com.au
Postal Address 
P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD  4500
Facebook Oasis Church
Instagram oasischurch

Adam Schoenmaker
LEAD PASTOR
adam@oasischurch.com.au

Ben Fien
COMMUNITY PASTOR
ben@oasischurch.com.au

Emma Sunderland
CREATIVE & WOMENS MINISTRY LEADER

emma@oasischurch.com.au

Caroline Brandon
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LEADER
caroline@oasischurch.com.au

Nathanael Remminga
YOUTH PASTOR
youth@oasischurch.com.au

Joanna Smith
OFFICE MANAGER
office@oasischurch.com.au

Staff Team

Elders

Troy 
Sunderland

James
Lane

Ivor 
Kay

Will
Barker

Lorne 
Campbell

Brydon
Tweddell

Geoff 
Bongers

Hayden Smith
YOUTH WORKER
hayden@oasischurch.com.au

Juanita Struwig
ACCOUNTANT
accountant@oasischurch.com.au

Natalie Van Egmond
CREATIVE MINISTRY ASSISTANT
natalie@oasischurch.com.au

Kirsten Ventura
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
kirsten@oasischurchcom.au

Church Council meet monthly on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
Contact: (churchcouncil@oasischurch.com.au)

Giving

We believe that regular, joyful, and 
sacrificial giving is an act of worship 

and an offering of thanks to God who 
has given so generously to us. 

Direct Debit: Oasis Church
 BSB: 014 234          ACC: 367048692

Online: 
www.oasischurch.com.au/give
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Geoff 
Bongers

Our Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 

We long to see your name glorified and your kingdom 
come in our lives, in our church, and in our world. We 
know that you are able to do more than all we could 
ask, think, or imagine. We ask that your Spirit would 
renew and revive us and move us forward into all that 

you have for us.

Help us to worship you wholeheartedly. To trust in 
Jesus’ finished work on the cross, to walk in step with 

your Spirit, to grow in knowledge of your word, and to 
deepen our devotion to prayer. Let all that we do be 

done for your glory.

Move us to love and serve one another in practical 
ways. Help us to welcome the outsider, to encourage 

the discouraged, and to receive the repentant. Move us 
to gather regularly, to love genuinely, to serve selflessly, 
and to give generously so that the body might be built 

up and needs might be met. 

Give us boldness to share and to promote the gospel. 
Help us to do this both in our words and in our actions, 
whenever the opportunity arises. Grant us the humility 
to engage with gentleness and respect. Lift our eyes 

and move our hands to seek the good of our local 
community and to pursue and promote justice.

Gracious God, fill us, move us, shape us to become a 
city on a hill, a light in the darkness, a people that exist 
for your glory and for the good of others so that more 

people might find true and lasting life in Jesus.

We pray this in Jesus’ precious name.

Amen. 
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