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The 
Quarterly Autumn 

2022

We exist to help more 
people find life in Jesus
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I am so grateful that when God saves 
he gathers. When God draws someone 
to himself, he also draws them into 
the fellowship of his people (e.g., 1 
Corinthians 12:27, Romans 12:4-5). I’m 
grateful because I’m not sure where 
I’d be without the church. I regularly 
comment to Molly that I have no idea 
how people get through life apart 
from a loving and supportive church 
community. I’ve found instruction, 
encouragement, provision, challenge 
and more through the words, witness 
and example of my brothers and sisters 
in Christ. The church is one of God’s 
greatest gifts to me. And this is the way 
it should be. 

Paul writes in Galatians 6:10, “…as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong 
to the family of believers.” Christians are 
to do good to all people, but especially 
to fellow Christians, and especially to 
the brothers and sisters who belong to 
their local church family. 

I was reminded of this reality in a fresh 
way earlier this year when I witnessed 
the response of our church community 
to the floods, especially for those in 
our church family who were severely 
impacted. The response was quick, 
generous, and marked by love. I’d like 
to thank all those who mobilised so 
quickly and gave so generously. One of 
our values is ‘Better together’ because 
this is what we truly are; we are better 
together.

Another aspect of church life I 
appreciate is the opportunity to learn 
and grow together from God’s word, 
which is why I’m excited about our 
upcoming sermon series this term: ‘The 
Bible: A Story That Makes Sense of Life’. 
We will spend 10 weeks exploring the 
big picture and overarching storyline 
of the Bible. I’m convinced the reason 
that many Christians struggle to read 
the Bible consistently and profitably 
is because they fail to recognise 
how it all fits together. It’s difficult to 
push through a long list of names or 
measurements if you’re not sure about 
their relevance and connection to the 
bigger story. I’m excited to unpack 
the central events and significant 
movements in the storyline of Scripture. 
I hope that you will join us.

Please join me in praying for the 
term ahead; for our ministries, for our 
community, for all that God is doing 
among us, and ask that God might use 
us to help more people find true and 
lasting life in Jesus.

Adam Schoenmaker
LEAD PASTOR

From the Lead Pastor
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In these pages you’ll find encouraging 
articles, information on what is coming 
up this Autumn at Oasis and how you 
can get involved in helping more 
people find life in Jesus.

Oasis Church
oasischurch.com.au

Church Office
Monday - Friday 9am-3pm

3882 1989 
office@oasischurch.com.au
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Sunday services are held at 

8AM, 10AM or 6PM 
oasischurch.com.au 

If you are unwell, please join us online instead.

Services will continue to be streamed at 8AM & 
10AM on our regular platforms. 

Join us on Facebook 

Join us on YouTube 
www.youtube.com search for Oasis Church

Both links are accessible at oasischurch.com.au
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Download the 
Church Center 
App today! 

Register for Events
See the Church Calendar
Access the Church Directory
Use Digital Check In
Connect with your Growth Group
and more...

Available on the Apple or Play Store
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Better 
Together

You are the 
body of Christ 

each one of you 
is a part of it. 
1 CORINTHIANS 12:27
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
AMPLIFY is Australia’s largest children, youth and family ministry 
conference and this year the conference has moved to an on-line 
hub model allowing more team members to get involved across 
the country. On the 21st May our Youth and Children’s ministry 
will gather together at Oasis Church for the Conference.

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 

There are many opportunities to get involved at Oasis and it is 
a great way to get to know other people. We encourage you to 
get involved in a serving team, there are roles for everyone no 
matter your stage of life.

Scan the QR code to take your first step in finding a 
place to serve at Oasis.

Children’s Ministries
Youth Ministries
Kitchen Helpers

Greeters
Barista’s
BBQer’s

Crossing Guards
Tech Team

Singers and Musicians

Photographer and 
Videographers

Senior’s Ministries
Community Food Relief

Maintenance Team
Care Team

Growth Groups
Prayer Team
and more...

REGISTER AT OASISCHURCH.COM.AU
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As I reflect on the Easter season and all 
that God has done for us through Jesus 

Christ, I look back on the first quarter of 
2022 in the life of Oasis Church with great 
gratitude. As usual, it was a busy quarter 
and in many respects life has returned 
close to what it was pre-pandemic. As 
a Church Council we continue to thank 
God for how he sustained our church 
throughout this period. Our church family 
has continued to grow as we welcome 
new attendees and members to our church 
regularly. Many attendees and members 
continue to put their hand up to serve in 

our church family and the financial position of the church has remained strong 
throughout the pandemic. We have also seen a number of changes to our 
church life rolled out over the course of the pandemic, which included the move 
to two morning services, the re-statement of our mission and vision, and, of 
course, our name change. In many respects the first quarter of this year saw the 
culmination of many of these strategic changes in the roll out of our new name 
and logo - which, pleasingly, has been very well received.

However, whilst the new name and logo are great, our focus remains the life 
that God calls us to lead. Once we encounter Jesus and find life in Him, we 
understand more about how He would have us live. The sermon series through 
‘The Beatitudes’ that we enjoyed for 8 weeks was a 
beautiful unveiling of who and what Jesus is calling 
us to be. I am sure that, like me, you really enjoyed 
that sermon series and the depth of exploration 
of each beatitude which was not something I had 
heard before. It was a real blessing for us as a church 
family and we thank God ongoing for the quality of 
preaching we enjoy at Oasis. It is one of many reasons 
for us all to continue to invite our friends, family and 
colleagues to come and join us at church this Easter 
season and beyond.

From a financial standpoint 
the first quarter has been 
solid and we remain close 
to budget at this early 
point in the year. We, as 
elders, are continually 
grateful for your consistent 
giving and partnering 
together to reach our 

Church 
Council 
Update
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community. As a Church Council we 
continue to exercise prudence over 
the allocation of funds and we ask 
for your ongoing prayer that God will 
guide us as we use our resources for 
His glory alone. We also 
ask for your ongoing 
prayers for each other 
as a church family. God’s 
word encourages our 
prayer as individuals but 
in particular outlines 
the power of our prayer 
when gathered together 
in His name (Matt 18:20). 

With that 
in mind, I 
would highly 
encourage 
you to 
consider 
coming 
to future 
‘Dinner 
& Prayer’ 

evenings. The gathering held earlier 
this year on 22nd of March was uplifting 
and encouraging and also a great time 
together with other members of the 
church family as we prayed for our 
community and their individual needs 
but also events right across the globe 
such as the war in Ukraine. Praying 
together as church family or in Growth 

Groups is a special experience and 
hence I highly recommend coming 
along to future prayer evenings. Well 
done to Emma and the team for putting 
it together and special thanks to all 

those that cooked and 
served the dinner. 

Of course, there were many 
other events in the first 
quarter that punctuate the 
life of a busy church - there 
were wonderfully successful 
Oasis Men and Women’s 
events, Youth events, 
Young Adults gatherings 
and more. Thank you to 
all that continue to attend 
and continue to serve 
through these ministries. 
I also had the privilege of 
attending the most recent 
Membership Course where 
it was wonderful to see 
new people put their hands 
up and say they want to be 
part of the work God has 

called us to do at Oasis. Thank you for 
joining us in membership.

Now we look forward to what else 
God has in store for us in 2022 and we 
are so glad to have you as part of our 
church family - whether you are a first-
time attender or have been here for 
decades, it is great to be worshipping 
God together with you. Have a blessed 
Easter and I look forward to seeing you 
at church.

Ivor Kay
CHURCH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
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Courses

visit oasischurch.com.au to register

RIDLEY 
CERTIFICATE
COURSE
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Our Ridley Courses 
are starting soon
Ridley Courses are short 6-week courses that will run for 2 

hours on a Thursday evening at Oasis Church, and which help 
busy people better understand and apply the Bible.

There is no cost, and it is open to people of all ages. It is the 
perfect option for those who would like to dig into content 
which goes beyond the detail of a Sunday sermon, but doesn’t 
carry the time or financial commitment of enrolling in Bible 
College.

These courses are based on video content from the Ridley 
Certificate, a training course from Ridley College in Melbourne, 
along with group discussion designed to deepen faith and 
expand Bible knowledge.

The first course will be “Jesus: A Historical Survey”. In this 
subject we examine the core claims of Christianity concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth, and evaluate what the evidence tells us 
about the Jesus of history: his teaching, miracles, death, and 
resurrection. With content presented by Dr. John Dickson, a 
leading Christian voice on the historical evidence for Jesus, you 
won’t want to miss it!

We'll be kicking off this unit on Thursday April 28th.

Please register at oasischurch.com.au

If you have any questions about the Ridley Courses, please email 
nathanael@oasischurch.com.au

Nathanael Remminga
YOUTH PASTOR
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Our Purpose
To help more people 
find life in Jesus

Our Priorities
Life in Jesus
Life Together
Life for Others
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Growth 
Groups

TUESDAYS 6AM - 7AM
Men & Mates
Contact: Phil 
(vanderniets@bigpond.com)

WEDNESDAYS 1PM - 2PM
Oasis Women
Contact: Emma 
(emma@oasischurch.com.au)

THURSDAY 9AM - 11AM
Ladies Know Your Bible
Contact: Alicia 
(bongers.family@bigpond.com)

FRIDAY 9AM - 11AM (Fortnightly)
Ladies Care/Share 
Contact: Nicola 
(nr1@petrusma.id.au)

Growth Groups are an important way we pursue life in Jesus, together 
and for others. In these groups, we open up the Bible together, pray 
together, support each other and think creatively about how we can 
get involved in God’s mission. There are groups that meet in peoples 
homes throughout the week and groups that meet in the church building. 
Contact Pastor Ben today to find a group.
ben@oasischurch.com.au

Kids
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I don't come from a "practising" religious 
family so I didn’t receive any religious 
foundations from them. My parents were 
divorced when I was 9, and there was 
a restraining order against my dad so 
I never saw him again after he left. The 
whole episode left my mother bed-
ridden with depression for 3 years, and 
when she finally recovered from that, her 
focus was on herself, with little attention 
on me. 

I felt very alone in the world. But there 
was a friendly family who lived across 
the road from us, and they looked out for 
me as much as they could. The father in 
that household was a substitute father to 
me, and their youngest daughter, being 
similar in age, was my closest friend. As 
a result of the DV order, I was removed 
from my school at the time. Since the 
only person I knew from another school 
was my friend across the road, and there 
was always a lift to school with them, 
I was enrolled with her. They were a 
devout Christian family; they attended a 
Baptist church and the children attended 
the connected Baptist school.

At my new school I heard the gospel 
message for the first time. It was a 
completely new concept for me, and I 
remember the comfort it brought me 
at the time to know that although my 

worldly father had failed me, I had a 
heavenly father who would never let 
me down. With my new discovery, I 
wanted to know more, so the family 
would also take me with them to church 
and youth group. I also remember a 
particular teacher at the school who 
helped me through many of my constant 
questions. Through him I grew in my faith 
and understanding of who Jesus was. 
Unfortunately, I could only stay at this 
school for 3 years. 

I next attended a Catholic high school. 
Despite teaching religion, the methods 
and content did not inspire me to 
continue my Christian walk. I left school 
at the end of year 8, needing to work 
full-time because of my home situation. 
Without a safe place to ask questions 
and discover who I was and my purpose, 
I started to conform who I was to the 
people around me, which at the time was 
the people I worked with. Most of them 
were university students, and they would 
drink and party after work. Despite being 
14 at the time, they welcomed me along. 
I thought that in order to make friends I 
needed to hang out with them after work 
and be like them. This, and the lack of 
parental supervision or care, prompted 
me into a lifestyle I am not proud of. I can 
only say that I wasted the next 3 years of 
my life in this way. I don’t recall thinking 

Rachel Tanner



15

about Jesus at all at that time, but I know 
now that he was a constant protection to 
me in many situations.

When I was 16, my father died. I hadn’t 
seen or spoken to him since I was 9, but 
I had always planned to reconnect with 
him once I was old enough. Having that 
possibility ripped away from me was 
a heavy blow. I know my dad wasn’t 
perfect, but I have fond memories of him. 
Additionally, he had committed suicide, 
so I was angry at him for choosing to 
leave for good when I was so close to 
being able to find him. Since my mother 
was emotionally absent, I felt like an 
orphan. The whole experience prompted 
me to start thinking about what happens 
after we die. 

At that time, I felt even more alone than 
when he had left the first time. We had 
moved houses and I wasn’t close to 
my surrogate family across the road 
anymore. I had no life prospects, and 
barely an education. I didn’t have any 
real friends, and I didn’t feel like the 
family I was left with cared about me at 
all. I had nothing to live for, so I decided 
that if dad could do it, so could I. I know 
that God protected me then as well, 
because he had a better plan for me.
I began to become my own person 
when I turned 17. I got my license, a car, 
and moved out of home. With this new 
freedom, I was able to do what I wanted, 
and I discovered that it wasn’t what 
everyone else was doing! I started dating 
a reliable, smart, and caring man who 
influenced me to be a better person. He 
had a loving and supportive family who 
welcomed me with open arms. I started 
a career, and my life was so much better 
than I ever thought it could be, but there 
was still a niggling feeling that there was 
something else I was supposed to be 
doing. I don’t remember exactly what 
prompted me to go back to church, 
but whenever I was there, that nagging 
feeling went away, and whenever I hadn’t 

been for a while it would come back. 
I wouldn’t say that I was a practising 
Christian at that time, but I was definitely 
starting to think about Jesus again.

Simon and I moved to Brisbane in 
2013, and the first thing I wanted to 
do was find a church to call home. I 
had originally planned to try out a few 
different churches to see what I liked, 
but I came to Oasis first, and I knew that 
I was home. So, I never went anywhere 
else. Since coming here I have grown 
immensely in my faith. I have felt God’s 
arms around me in all situations, and I 
know that I am not alone.

Looking back, I know that God has 
always been there, even when I didn’t 
know about him. Even though I have 
experienced dark times, it has moulded 
me into the person that I am today, and 
brought me to Jesus. I can especially 
recognise the people God strategically 
placed in my life to guide me at various 
times. I can only imagine what kind of 
person I would be if I hadn’t met my 
husband, and I thank God for him every 
day.
 
My favourite verse of the Bible is John 
10:10 which says “The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.” God has shown me over and over 
again that he has a plan for my life. The 
person that I was a decade ago could 
never have imagined how different I 
would be today. I finished high school 
and am currently enrolled in university. I 
have come to value my individuality, and 
I have courage to stand up for the things 
I believe in. I pray that my experiences 
will allow me to be a light to others and 
give glory to God. Each and every day 
is a gift, and I hope that God will gift me 
many more to fulfil his purposes. 
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Giving 
We believe that regular, joyful, 
and sacrificial giving is an act 
of worship and an offering of 
thanks to God who has given 
so generously to us. When we 
give, we are proclaiming our 

faith in God as the provider of 
all things and our belief in the 

importance of the church.

Ways to Give

Direct Debit
Acc Name: Oasis Church 
BSB: 014 234          
ACC: 367048692

Online
oasischurch.com.au/give

In Person
Donation boxes are located at 

the entry and exits.

EFTPOS is available at the 
Connections Centre

The Park
Specialty Coffee

7AM - 1.30PM 
Monday - Friday

50% of profits support 
School Chaplains
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Overseas
Mission

SAVE THE DATE

We are currently looking for auction items for the gala dinner.  If you 
can help please contact Maria by email: maria@bakkers.com.au

New Life Trust is an Australian based Charitable Trust that works for 
the direct relief of poverty and suffering of children. Our Myanmar 
Project currently provides relief for orphans and abandoned 
children.100% of monies raised go directly to Myanmar to feed/
clothe/educate our New Life Childrens Centre’s children. 
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The Bible is gloriously clear: our sins—past, present and future—
have been paid in full by Christ. As Jesus hung on the cross, 

his life slowly ebbing away, he cried out with one final effort: “It is 
finished…” (John 19:30). Not referring to the end of his earthly life, 
but rather the fulfilment of his redemptive mission. The work the 
Father had sent him to accomplish (John 4:34; 9:4) was completed, 
the penalty for sin was paid in full. This is the same truth we 
find in Colossians 2:13-14, “…God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he 
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.” All our sins are forgiven 
in Christ, the full weight of our debt is cancelled, our fearful 
condemnation taken away. There simply is not a more wonderful 
truth than this. And of course, we could add (many) more examples 
to the mix. Hebrews reminds us that Christ “…has appeared once 
for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself” (Heb. 9:26). Christ has put away our sin. It’s gone. It’s 
paid for. And this was done ‘once for all’, never to be repeated, 
unable to be improved upon, and never to be added to. This is the 
glorious finality of what Christ has done for us on the cross. This is 
what theologians refer to as justification.

And yet, if this is true, why must we confess our sins? Why does 
Jesus teach us to pray “Forgive us our debts…” (Matt. 6:12)? Why 
does 1 John 1:9 seem to imply that the forgiveness of our sins is 
contingent upon our confession of them: “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness”?

Why Confess Sin 
If It’s Already 
Forgiven?
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Adam Schoenmaker
LEAD PASTOR

We don’t need to go far to find an answer. 1 John 1:8, the 
verse immediately prior to 1 John 1:9, reminds us (if we needed 
reminding), “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us”. The truth is, even following our 
justification, the declaration that our sin has been paid for finally 
and fully, Christians continue to sin. We continue to wage war 
against the sinful nature, against the flesh (e.g., Rom. 7:21-25). The 
question is: What does this look like practically? What should our 
attitude be towards our ongoing sinning?

Do we shrug our shoulders and go on sinning because we’re 
forgiven anyway? By no means! In fact, such an attitude would 
suggest we haven’t truly tasted forgiveness (Rom. 6:1). Do we fret 
and fear that we are in danger of slipping out of God’s hands? 
Certainly not! He who began a good work in us will complete it 
(Php. 1:6). So, what do we do?

The short answer is we fight. To use the words of Colossians 3:5, 
“Put to death therefore what is earthly in you…”. We wage war 
against our ongoing sin. We seek to kill it. But, of course, in order 
to kill it we must first be able to name it. To use the language of 1 
John 1:9, we must confess it. This confession of sin, and the ensuing 
battle against it, does not earn our salvation, but it is the fruit of it. 
In other words, fighting sin is what we should expect to see in the 
life of a forgiven sinner.

This is why John Piper writes, “…confessing our sin is the agreement 
with God that we have sin and it must be fought and killed. If we 
believe we have no sin and that it doesn’t need to be killed, we’re 
living in an illusion, not in salvation. So, confession of sin is not the 
basis of our forgiveness; it is one of the traits that show we are truly 
in Christ, where all our sins are covered by his blood.”

To summarise: the war is over (“It is finished”), the verdict is in (“He 
forgave us all our sins”), but the battle rages on (“Put to death”). 
So, we fight. And this begins with freely admitting our sins to the 
God who freely forgives them. We admit our sins to God, knowing 
that: “If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1).
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Women

SAVE THE DATE!

REAL RETREAT
(Relationship/Encouragement/

Accountability/Laughter)

2023 CRCA 
WOMEN’S RETREAT
17 - 20 March 2023

Foothills Convention Centre
Melbourne, Victoria

realretreat2023@gmail.com
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WEDNESDAYS 1PM - 2PM
Oasis Women
Contact: Emma (emma@oasischurch.com.au)

THURSDAY 9AM - 11AM
Ladies Know Your Bible
Contact: Alicia (bongers.family@bigpond.com)

FRIDAY 9AM - 11AM (Fortnightly)
Ladies Care/Share 
Contact: Nicola (nr1@petrusma.id.au)

MONDAYS 
Quilting Group
Meet in the hall every Monday 9.00am—11.30am. 
This group works on a variety of projects and 
beginners are welcome. Cost is $5 per morning. 

Contact: Judy Stringer 0421 686 909
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TUESDAYS 6AM - 7AM

Men & Mates 
Breakfast and Bible study

Contact: Phil Van der Niet 
(vanderniets@bigpond.com)
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Singles

24 April
22 May
26 June

24 July
28 August
25 Sept

23 October
27 Nov
18 Dec

For single people between the ages of 30—65.  
Join us for fellowship and share a meal together.  
Contact: Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001

2022 DATES
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Emma Sunderland
CREATIVE & WOMENS MINISTRY LEADER

Story Behind the Song: 
I Need Thee Every Hour

While I was driving to church one early morning, listening to the 
songs we were about to sing together a deep sense of God’s 
presence came over me. In the moment I was reminded of Jesus’ 
words in John 15; that he sent us a Helper from the Father. The 
Helper is the Spirit of truth, who comes from the Father. (John 
15:26). Have you had those moments where you’re reminded of 
who God is, what He has done, what He is doing and what He 
promises will be done? As we fill our minds with God’s Word, I 
find these moments are more and more prevalent. 

In the late 1800’s Annie Hawks writes of a time when she sensed 
God’s nearness and wrote the words of ‘I Need Thee Every 
Hour’. Annie was a young mother at the time. She served at her 
local church as a Sunday School teacher and was encouraged 
by her pastor to write Sunday School songs. In her diary, Annie 
wrote this about how the song came about:

“I was busy with my regular household tasks. 
Suddenly I became so filled with the sense of the 
nearness of the Master that, wondering how one 
could live without Him, either in joy or pain, these 
words, ‘I Need Thee Every Hour,’ were ushered into 
my mind.” 

I hope the words of the hymn encourage you and cause you to 
take heart that God is always with you. He is with us in joy and 
pain, sickness and health, good and bad times. God is with us; 
we have a hope now and forever!

Scan the QR Code to 
listen to the song!
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I Need Thee Every Hour 
I need Thee every hour, 

most gracious Lord;

No tender voice like 
Thine can peace afford.

I need Thee, O I need Thee; 
Every hour I need Thee;

O bless me no, my Saviour, 
I come to Thee.

I need Thee every hour, 
stay Thou nearby;

Temptations lose their power 
when Thou art nigh.

I need Thee, O I need Thee; 
Every hour I need Thee;

O bless me no, my Saviour, 
I come to Thee.

I need Thee every hour, 
in joy or pain;

Come quickly and abide, 
or life is vain.

I need Thee, O I need Thee;
 Every hour I need Thee;

O bless me no, my Saviour, 
I come to Thee.

I need Thee every hour; 
teach me Thy will;

And Thy rich promises in me fulfill.

I need Thee, O I need Thee; 
Every hour I need Thee;

O bless me no, my Saviour, 
I come to Thee.

On Tuesday 10th May, we have 
the opportunity to enjoy a meal 

together (soup) and join our hearts 
in prayer.

We will be led in a time of prayer, 
have the chance for personal quiet 
time in prayer and in small groups. 
You are not expected to pray aloud 

if you don’t wish to.

This event is important for our 
church family. Our priorities are 

LIfe in Jesus, LIfe Together, and Life 
for Others. This event is a chance 
for us to ‘do’ Life Together. It also 

encourages Life in Jesus as we 
actively deepen our devotion to 

prayer.

We hope to see you there.
If you’d like to help cater for the 

evening you can use the QR code 
below to sign up.

Contact emma@oasischurch.com.au
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Young Adults Growth Groups meet in a 
variety of homes and evenings throughout 
the week. Contact us to help find a group 
that suits you.

Contact: Ben (ben@oasischurch.com.au)
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WEDNESDAYS 10AM - 1PM
Ladies Fellowship meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month for Bible study 
and to share lunch together.
Contact: Church Office 3882 1989 or 

   (office@oasischurch.com.au)

TUESDAYS 9.30AM - 11.30AM
Meet on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month 
in the Jnr Kids Church room. All are welcome. 
Bring along your own project.
Contact: Church Office 3882 1989 or 

   (office@oasischurch.com.au)

WEDNESDAYS 9.30AM - 11.30AM
Our Seniors gather together for a games 
morning full of fun and fellowship on the 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month in the 
church hall. All are welcome to attend. 
Contact: Church Office 3882 1989 or 

   (office@oasischurch.com.au)
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Youth

Nathanael Remminga
YOUTH PASTOR
YOUTH@OASISCHURCH.COM.AU
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Claim 
the 

Faith
Have you grown up hearing about Jesus, 

but haven’t yet claimed faith in him as 
your Saviour? Whether you are in high 

school or a young adult, Claim the Faith 
could be the next step for you!

Claim the Faith is a short course 
for people who have grown up in a 

Christian context and are ready to claim 
their own faith as a follower of Jesus.

After completing Claim the Faith 
you’ll be ready to decide if you want 
to publicly claim your faith in Jesus 

and accept the sign of baptism (if you 
haven’t already). You might then want 
to commit to helping more people find 
life in Jesus together with us at Oasis 
through becoming a member in your 

own right.

If you want to find out more, 
you can chat to Nathanael 

(nathanael@oasischurch.com.au) 
or ask us at the Connection Centre 

on Sunday.
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Don’t forget to check your children in each Sunday in the church hall before Kids 
Church.

Check-in opens:
7.40am for the 8am service        9.45am for the 10am service

For more information on our Sunday Children’s programs please contact our 
Children’s Ministry Leader, Caroline at caroline@oasischurch.com.au

HOW TO REPORT CONCERNS
We place a high value on providing safe programs for children and vulnerable 
people. If you have concerns regarding any of our ministry programs please 
contact our ChildSafe Coordinators childsafe@oasischurch.com.au

JUNIOR KIDS CHURCH AGE 3 - PREP
Jnr Kids operates each Sunday during our 8am & 10am 
services during the school term.

Children aged 3 years to Prep experience Bible teaching 
and activities in an age appropriate program that involves 
stories, music, play and craft activities. 

CRECHE AGE 0-3
Our supervised creche program operates each Sunday 
during our 8am Service. Children ages birth to 3 years are 
welcome to join this play based program.

KIDS CHURCH GRADES 1-6
Kids Church operates each Sunday during our 8am & 10am 
services during the school term.

Children in Grades 1 - 6 experience Bible teaching and 
activities in an age appropriate program.
The children start with their own worship service in The 
Shed before moving into small groups for the lesson time.
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OASIS KIDS CHURCH OASIS KIDS CHURCH 
TERM 2TERM 2 

24 APRIL
CREATION: PERFECT WORLD, CREATION: PERFECT WORLD, 

PERFECT RELATIONSHIPPERFECT RELATIONSHIP

1 MAY
GOD’S PEOPLE DISOBEYED GOD AND GOD’S PEOPLE DISOBEYED GOD AND 

WERE SENT OUT OF THE GARDENWERE SENT OUT OF THE GARDEN

8 MAY
MOTHER’S DAY MOTHER’S DAY 

(NO KIDS CHURCH, KIDS WILL JOIN US IN THE MAIN SERVICES)

15 MAY
GOD STAYED FAITHFUL AND CHOSE TO GOD STAYED FAITHFUL AND CHOSE TO 

BE IN COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLEBE IN COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE

22 MAY
GOD RESCUED HIS PEOPLE FROM SLAVERYGOD RESCUED HIS PEOPLE FROM SLAVERY

29 MAY
GOD’S PEOPLE CONTINUED THE CYCLE OF OBEDIENCE GOD’S PEOPLE CONTINUED THE CYCLE OF OBEDIENCE 

AND DISOBEDIENCE, SHOWING THE NEED FOR A AND DISOBEDIENCE, SHOWING THE NEED FOR A 
SAVIOURSAVIOUR

5 JUNE
THE CREATOR STEPPED INTO HIS CREATIONTHE CREATOR STEPPED INTO HIS CREATION

12 JUNE
JESUS LIVED A PERFECT LIFE, DIED A JESUS LIVED A PERFECT LIFE, DIED A 

SINNER’S DEATH, BOUGHT US SALVATIONSINNER’S DEATH, BOUGHT US SALVATION

19 JUNE
BREAK UP MORNINGBREAK UP MORNING
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If you have a number of young children, 
you will know that going anywhere is no 
small feat. The things you need to take 
with you, apart from the small humans, 
are almost endless. A picnic in the 
park will see you needing food, chairs, 
hats, water bottles, scooters, sporting 
equipment, spare clothing/nappies, and 
possibly more. And as the adult, you will 
probably become the ‘pack horse’. You 
know, the one who has to carry all the 
stuff.

I remember many a Saturday morning 
heading off to watch our eldest play 
cricket (he was maybe 8 at the time). 
Often my husband (the coach) and son 
would go to the game early which left 
me with 2 small children and a toddler 
to bring to the game. I’m sure you 
can picture the scene. It’s probably 
happened to you. There’s me (the pack 
horse) loaded up with multiple chairs, 
an esky with food for everyone and a 
bag with hopefully enough stuff to keep 
everyone entertained for 4 hours. And 
there’s my small children holding maybe 
their hat or a small toy. 

Often the path from the car to the 
cricket field wasn’t exactly smooth or 
direct. There’d be multiple steps, long 
un-mowed grass, ant hills, steep inclines 
and rocks. Looking back 
now, I’m not sure how 
I managed to stay on 
my feet some days.

I wonder if you sometimes feel like 
this. Maybe you’re not carrying other 
people’s stuff around but you are 
carrying other people’s expectations? 
Are you carrying guilt for things you’ve 
done in the past? Do you sometimes 
feel that following God is a heavy, 
impossible task? Do you feel like He’s 
just waiting for you to stumble and fall?

Take comfort in the following words, my 
friend.

The Lord directs the steps of the 
godly. He delights in every detail of 

their lives. Though they stumble, 
they will never fall, for the Lord holds 

them by the hand. (Psalm 27:23-24)

God is not punitive. He doesn’t look 
to burden us with a heavy load and 
then wait to watch us fall. The Psalmist 
gives us a view of God as the one who 
delights in us, has our backs when 
we stumble or mess up, holds us by 
the hand, and is our firm support in 
difficult times. This is a vision of God 
who willingly receives our confession, 
extends forgiveness and grace, and 
provides what we need.

The Lord 
Holds Your Hand

Caroline Brandon
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LEADER
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I wonder what picture comes into your mind 
when you think about some of the books of the 
Bible first being written? We believe that the 
Bible is God’s Word, and rightly so (2 Peter 1:20-
21). But how exactly did that come about? What 
was that experience like for the human being 
involved? When I was young, I used to have this 
picture in my mind of an ancient person being 
‘possessed’ by the Holy Spirit, with eyes rolling 
back into their skull, while they unconsciously 
scribbled down everything God wanted to say. 
Maybe that sounds a little weird to you, but hey, 
God gave me a colourful imagination! 

The reason I bring up this subject is because 
we’re doing an overview of the Bible over 10 
weeks this term. So, I thought I’d take a moment 
to think through the nature of the Bible with you. 
Understanding this is more important for your 
relationship with God than you might realise. 
So, what is the Bible? What is its nature? Well, 
it’s fully divine and fully human. I’ve always loved 
to compare it with Jesus’ incarnation. Jesus 
was fully divine and fully human. He wasn’t a 
pseudo-human, but was like us in every way 
except for sin (Hebrews 2:14-18; 4:15). He got 
hungry, he got tired, he went through all the 
normal developmental stages of human life (e.g., 
embryonic forms, infancy, childhood). It’s the 
same thing with Scripture. We mustn’t simply pay 
lip-service to its humanity. Human beings weren’t 
printers that spat out a document God sent them. 
As Herman Bavinck said, “Like Christ, (Scripture) 
considers nothing that is human strange.” 

This is important for a number of reasons. Some 
sceptics have a field-day criticising the Bible 
because they are attacking a fundamentalist view 
of the Bible rather than a robust, historic Christian 
view. We should be comfortable with the 
humanity of Scripture. We should be comfortable 
when Paul says he forgets who he might have 
baptised in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:16), or when 
Job’s friends give chapters and chapters of 
incorrect advice in the Book of Job! The Bible is 
fully human. It’s not divine because God chose to 
use human printers to communicate his Word. It’s 
divine because the Father is the ultimate author, 
the Son is who the entire story centres on, 
and the Spirit providentially guided the human 
authors as they composed it. 

A fundamentalist description of the Bible sounds 
correct on the surface but ultimately collapses 
under careful investigation. For example, an 
author once said, “Each sentence was dictated 
by God’s Holy Spirit.… Everywhere in the Bible 
we find God speaking. It is God’s voice, not 

The 
Bible:
God’s 
Word 

or 
Man’s 

Word?
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man’s.”  We want to say the Bible is God’s 
Word, but not in this kind of simplistic 
way. Otherwise, we would have to say 
that Satan’s words in Matthew 4:9 are 
literally God’s words, and that the advice 
of Job’s friends was God’s advice to Job… 
even though God goes on to correct it by 
the end of the book!

Instead, the Bible is fully divine and fully 
human. It’s not pseudo-human. Another 
good analogy for this is Joseph’s words 
in Genesis 50. He talks to his brothers 
about the evil that they did to him, and he 
says “You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good” (Genesis 50:20). So, 
who was responsible for Joseph’s slavery 
to Egypt? Was it God or the brothers? 
Well, both. The brothers acted in evil, 
yet God providentially guided it to good 
ends. There are two layers that are both 
true at the same time. They don’t need 
to be pitted against each other. Joseph’s 
human brothers and God were both 
responsible for what happened to Joseph. 
It’s the same with the Bible. On the 
ultimate level, it belongs to God. On the 
human level, it is the work of many authors 
over many centuries. It’s a bit wordy, but 
the following quote is helpful:

“Inspiration must have been somewhat 
like the touch of the driver on the reins of 
the racing steeds. The preservation of the 
individual styles and mannerisms indicates 
as much. Under this providential control 
the prophets were so governed that while 
their humanity was not superseded their 
words to the people were God’s words 
and have been accepted as such by the 
Church in all ages.… Hence we see that 
the Christian doctrine of inspiration is not 
the mechanical lifeless process which 
unfriendly critics have often represented it 
to be. Rather it calls the whole personality 
of the prophet into action, giving full play 
to his own literary style and mannerisms, 
taking into consideration the preparation 
given the prophet in order that he might 
deliver a particular kind of message, and 
allowing for the use of other documents 
or sources of information as these were 
needed. If these facts were kept more 
clearly in mind the doctrine of inspiration 
would not be so summarily set aside nor 
so unreasonably attacked by otherwise 
cautious and reverent scholars.” - Loraine 
Boettner

I love how the Westminster Confession 
1.10 says: “The supreme judge by which 
all controversies of religion are to be 
determined, and all decrees of councils, 
opinions of ancient writers, doctrines 
of men, and private spirits, are to be 
examined, and in whose sentence we 
are to rest, can be no other but the Holy 
Spirit speaking in the Scripture.” This is 
helpful, because it reminds us that the 
Bible is authoritative because of who is 
speaking through it. The words on the 
page themselves are not the source of 
authority, but it is who they belong to, 
and who speaks through them to us. 
That’s why I said before that the Father is 
the author, the Son is the content of the 
Bible and the Spirit speaks through the 
Word as it’s read and preached.

This makes our reading of the Bible more 
relational and experiential. It’s not just a 
human work to be analysed, it’s a divine 
work too! So, when we read our Bibles, 
although we might carefully analyse it 
like any other ancient work of human 
literature, we sit underneath it knowing 
that this is the Father’s authoritative 
Word for his people. We look for how 
it points to Jesus because Jesus is the 
centre of the story (Luke 24:27). We pray 
and ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate our 
understanding, so that God’s Word shapes 
us and transforms us and brings forth fruit 
in our lives. It is a deeply personal and 
relational thing to read Bible. Next time 
you read it, will you recognise the Father’s 
voice? Will you ask the Holy Spirit to help 
you? Will you keep the conversation going 
with God and pray through what you’re 
reading? Your heavenly Father has spoken, 
and continues to speak to us through the 
Spirit and the Word today. Let’s listen 
together.

Walking with you,
 

Ben Fien
COMMUNITY PASTOR

1. Quoted in Berkouwer, Holy Scripture, 27.
2.  W. A. Criswell, Why I Preach That the Bible Is Literally 
True (Nashville: Broadman, 1969), 68.
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Oasis Care
Our Care Team, led by our Deacons and Pastor Ben, serves the 
practical needs of our church and local community. We mow 
people’s lawns, cook meals, visit people in hospital and give out 
food hampers from our Community Cupboard every week.

Want to Get Involved ? 
We are always looking for volunteers and donations to support 
the work we do. If you would like to volunteer please contact 
Ben at ben@oasischurch.com.au

DEACONS

Dirk
Kotze

Aleida 
Collinge

Alicia 
Bongers

Meals

We are 
Family 

Program

Prayer 
Team

Community 
Food Cupboard 

& Financial 
Assistance

Maintenance & 
Practical 

needs

Caring
for 

People 
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COMMUNITY CUPBOARD
Each week we provide emergency food 
hampers for people in need in our local 
area. If you’d like to donate food to our 
Community Cupboard we have a stand 
located at the Connections Center 
where you can leave food or cash 
donations.

Items we need regularly are:

• Tinned Items 
• Cereals
• Flour
• Sugar
• Pasta, Rice, Noodles
• Sauces and Recipe Bases
• Tea and Coffee
• Toiletries 

Where to donate:

You can donate items or cash on the 
Oasis Care shelves at the Connections 
Centre.

We also have a donation bin located 
at Warner Market Place where you can 
donate items while you are at the shops.

If you’d prefer to donate directly to our 
account: 

Oasis Church Deacons
BSB: 014 234
ACC: 3670 42426

Our 
Values
Biblically 

Grounded

Gospel 
Focused

Servant 
Hearted

Outward 
Looking

Better 
Together



38

Contact Us
Office Hours 9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri
Phone 3882 1989   
Email office@oasischurch.com.au     
Web www.oasischurch.com.au
Postal Address 
P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD  4500
Facebook Oasis Church
Instagram oasischurch

Adam Schoenmaker
LEAD PASTOR
adam@oasischurch.com.au

Ben Fien
COMMUNITY PASTOR
ben@oasischurch.com.au

Emma Sunderland
CREATIVE & WOMENS MINISTRY LEADER

emma@oasischurch.com.au

Caroline Brandon
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LEADER
caroline@oasischurch.com.au

Nathanael Remminga
YOUTH PASTOR
youth@oasischurch.com.au

Joanna Smith
OFFICE MANAGER
office@oasischurch.com.au

Staff Team

Elders

Troy 
Sunderland

James
Lane

Ivor 
Kay

Will
Barker

Lorne 
Campbell

Brydon
Tweddell

Geoff 
Bongers

Hayden Smith
YOUTH WORKER
hayden@oasischurch.com.au

Juanita Struwig
ACCOUNTANT
accountant@oasischurch.com.au

Natalie Van Egmond
CREATIVE MINISTRY ASSISTANT
natalie@oasischurch.com.au

Kirsten Ventura
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
kirsten@oasischurchcom.au

Church Council meet monthly on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
Contact: (churchcouncil@oasischurch.com.au)

Giving
We believe that regular, joyful, and 
sacrificial giving is an act of worship 

and an offering of thanks to God who 
has given so generously to us. 

Direct Debit: Oasis Church
 BSB: 014 234          ACC: 367048692

Online: 
www.oasischurch.com.au/give
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Geoff 
Bongers

Our Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 

We long to see your name glorified and your kingdom 
come in our lives, in our church, and in our world. We 
know that you are able to do more than all we could 
ask, think, or imagine. We ask that your Spirit would 
renew and revive us and move us forward into all that 

you have for us.

Help us to worship you wholeheartedly. To trust in 
Jesus’ finished work on the cross, to walk in step with 

your Spirit, to grow in knowledge of your word, and to 
deepen our devotion to prayer. Let all that we do be 

done for your glory.

Move us to love and serve one another in practical 
ways. Help us to welcome the outsider, to encourage 

the discouraged, and to receive the repentant. Move us 
to gather regularly, to love genuinely, to serve selflessly, 
and to give generously so that the body might be built 

up and needs might be met. 

Give us boldness to share and to promote the gospel. 
Help us to do this both in our words and in our actions, 
whenever the opportunity arises. Grant us the humility 
to engage with gentleness and respect. Lift our eyes 

and move our hands to seek the good of our local 
community and to pursue and promote justice.

Gracious God, fill us, move us, shape us to become a 
city on a hill, a light in the darkness, a people that exist 
for your glory and for the good of others so that more 

people might find true and lasting life in Jesus.

We pray this in Jesus’ precious name.

Amen. 
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oasischurch.com.au


