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“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. ... Everything is
meaningless.” Not a very reassuring way to begin a book, is it?
But it is realistic. After all, what does it all mean? What is the point
of life in this world? Do our lives amount to anything or is it all a
chasing after the wind? Questions like these have troubled hu-
manity through the ages, and continue to perplex us to this day.
Join us as we search for answers in the timeless and challenging
Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes in our new series, ‘Chasing

the Wind'.
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INTRODUCTION TO

ECCLESIASTES

William Brown writes, “Of all the books of the Bible, Ecclesiastes is perhaps the least
straightforward.” Though it rightly belongs to the Wisdom literature of the Bible (Psalms,
Proverbs, Job), Ecclesiastes is not a collection of guidelines for living, as Proverbs is.
Rather, it is an intellectual search for meaning in life. Most of the search is futile, however,
and true meaning is not discovered until the end of the book.

The autobiographical character in Ecclesiastes who leads us on this search is called “the
Teacher” (NIV) or “the Preacher” (ESV). The Hebrew word behind “Teacher” or “Preacher’
is Qohelet, literally meaning, “the one who assembles” The name probably referred to
the speaker in an assembly. Using the tools of wisdom, the Teacher attempts to analyse
life itself, to examine it from all angles, in order to grasp the meaning of existence and the
source of satisfaction.

One of the key words in the book is the word “meaningless” (NIV). Behind this English
translation is the Hebrew word hevel—a word that occurs thirty-eight times. The word
is normally used to describe breath, breeze, mist, or vapour—things that look as if they
have substance but in reality do not. The Teacher discovers that to pursue meaning
purely in the things of this world will ultimately lead you on a pursuit of the wind and will
leave you grasping at the mist.
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realities of life in a fallen world, this does not blind him to the beauty of the world God
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satisfying labour. These are to be received humbly and enjoyed fully as blessings from
God.

Finally, in chapter 12, the Teacher comes to his conclusion: “Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” The fact of life’s futility should drive

us to take refuge in God, who has existed eternally and endures forever. We need to learr
that the only appropriate response to our fearful predicament is to fear God in the midst
of it. We should be willing to humbly depend upon God and not demand that the world

or our lives be controllable by us or even comprehensible to us. In short, the message

of Ecclesiastes will help us live by faith, which, of course, is the ultimate purpose of all
Scripture.



HOW TO USE

THIS GUIDE

CHURCH ONLINE

You can print this guide or access it online and then discuss these questions with
,1%"/0 2"/ 1%" 0"/3& "y

There is space for you to take down notes during the sermon as well.

GROWTH GROUP

Use this guide during Growth Group each week. There are Growth Group questiol
for each sermon in the series, and space to write down prayer points that come
from the study that week or prayer requests from the members of your group.

PERSONAL DEVOTIONS

Although this guide is primarily designed for Growth Groups, it can also be used
&+ -"/0,+ ) !"3,1&,+0y 2"/ 6,2 % 3" %" /! 1%" 0"/*,+ -
go through this guide and use it to apply what you have learnt. It may even be
more natural to go through these questions with your family. There are also
leader’s guides available that give additional information to aid leaders in arriving
at Biblical answers. Leaders use these to help them lead the group, but you also
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leader’s guide please emallen@bpcc.com.au



GUIDELINES FOR

DISCUSSION

Your group needs to be a safe place for all people to share and to enter the discussion.
This means, all members of the group need to follow a few guidelines:

WE LEAD WITH GRACE
We respond to one another in light of what Christ has done for us, understanding that we a
all in need of His grace, compassion, and mercy.

WE TREAT EACH OTHER WITH RESPECT

We can wrestle with ideas and disagree with one another without judgement, personal
attack, or dismissal. We don't laugh at others when they've shared and no putdowns of any
kind. These are the actions that make others withdraw and feel uneasy about sharing.

WE ARE HERE TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER, NOT ‘FIX’ ONE ANOTHER
"020 1,0 1%" ®5&+$ Yy &3" "+ ,2/ $"*"+1p 0-" ( 1/21%p -
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WE COMMIT TO CONFIDENTIALITY

What is said in the group should stay in the group unless permission is given to share it
elsewhere. This is not to create a dysfunctional group that keeps unhealthy secrets. Insteat
it is to create a culture of safety where everyone feels safe to share thoughts and feelings ¢
(+,40 1% 1 ,1%"/0 4&)) +,1 =+! ,21y

WE DO NOT CROSSTALK
Crosstalk is a conversation during discussion time that leaves others out and can be hurtfu
Each person should be free to express his or her feelings without interruptions.

Your group needs to agree with one another that you are committed to providing a safe
place to be encouraged and challenged by the word of God and to let Him do a healing,
sanctifying work in your lives.

If you have any concerns, you should speak to your group leader or get in contact with our
Community Pastor, Ben Fiefén@bpcc.com.au).
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THE MEANING(LESS) OF LIFE

ECCLESIASTES 1:1-11




BIBLE READING

ECCLESIASTES 1:1-11 (NIV)
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king in Jerusalem:
2“Meaningless! Meaningless!”
says the Teacher.
“Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless.”
¥ What do people gain from all their
labors
at which they toil under the sun?
4 Generations come and generations go,
but the earth remains forever.
5The sun rises and the sun sets,
and hurries back to where it rises.
5The wind blows to the south
and turns to the north;
round and round it goes,
ever returning on its course.
7)) 01/" *0 ¢,4 &+1, 1%" O
yet the sea is never full.
To the place the streams come from,
there they return again.
8All things are wearisome,
more than one can say.
The eye never has enough of seeing,
+,/ 1%" " /] &10 c)) ,# %" /
9 What has been will be again,
what has been done will be done again;
there is nothing new under the sun.
10]s there anything of which one can say,
“Look! This is something new"?
It was here already, long ago;
it was here before our time.
' No one remembers the former
generations,
and even those yet to come
will not be remembered
by those who follow them.




| CAN'T GET NO SATISFACTION

ECCLESIASTES 1:12-2:26
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ECCLESIASTES 1:12 - 2:26 (NIV)

12], the Teacher, was king over Israel

in Jerusalem | applied my mind to
study and to explore by wisdom all

that is done under the heavens. What a
heavy burden God has laid on mankind!
141 have seen all the things that are
done under the sun; all of them are

* +&+3$)"00Dp % 0&+$ Z'
5 What is crooked cannot be
straightened;

what is lacking cannot be counted.

16| said to myself, “Look, | have
increased in wisdom more than anyone
who has ruled over Jerusalem before
me; | have experienced much of wisdom
and knowledge.”” Then | applied myself
to the understanding of wisdom, and
also of madness and folly, but | learned
1% 1 1%&0p 1,,p &0 %
8 For with much wisdom comes much
SOrrow;

the more knowledge, the more grief.

0

CHAPTER 2

1] said to myself, “Come now, | will test
6,2 4&1% -)" 02/" 1, ce+!
is good.” But that also proved to be
meaningless2“Laughter,” | said, “is
madness. And what does pleasure
accomplish?™ | tried cheering myself
with wine, and embracing folly—my
mind still guiding me with wisdom. |
wanted to see what was good for people
to do under the heavens during the few
days of their lives.

4| undertook great projects: | built
houses for myself and planted
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vineyards.® | made gardens and parks
and planted all kinds of fruit trees
in them.® | made reservoirs to water
$/,3"0 ,# ¢,2/&0%I&aught /" " (
male and female slaves and had other
slaves who were born in my house. |
YO, ,4+"1 * " %"/10 +!
anyone in Jerusalem before mél
amassed silver and gold for myself, and
the treasure of kings and provinces. |
acquired male and female singers, and
a harem as well—the delights of a man’s

eart. °| became, greater by far than
R e i 5ok

fushlem before me. In all
this my wisdom stayed with me.
101 denied myself nothing my eyes
desired;
| refused my heart no pleasure.
My heart took delight in all my labor,
and this was the reward for all my toil.
1 Yet when | surveyed all that my hands
had done
and what | had toiled to achieve,

verything was meani glqss, a chasing
PR
nothing was gained under the sun.

2Then | turned my thoughts to consider
wisdom,
and also madness and folly.

3t\?emre can the king’s successor do
n %a} has already been done?
13| saw that wisdom is better than folly,
just as light is better than darkness.
14 The wise have eyes in their heads,
while the fool walks in the darkness;
but | came to realize
that the same fate overtakes them both.
15Then | said to myself,
“The fate of the fool will overtake me
also.
What then do | gain by being wise?”



| said to myself,

“This too is meaningless.”

18 For the wise, like the fool, will not be
long remembered,;

the days have already come when both
have been forgotten.

Like the fool, the wise too must die!

17So | hated life, because the work that is YETVVHEN I

done under the sun was grievous to me.
)) # &1 &0 *" +&+3$)"00p % 0&+ 7" 9% "
wind. 8] hated all the things | had toiled §U??\7EY]E®-LTHAT
for under the sun, because | must leave
1%"* 1, 1%" ,+" 4%, ,*'0 z"/ *yMY HANDSHAD

1% And who knows whether that person

will be wise or foolish? Yet they will have DONEAND WHAT

control over all the fruit of my toil into

4%& % % 3" -,2/"1 %6 ">, /1 +! 0|&YAD TOILEDIO

under the sun. This too is meaningless.

20 So my heart began to despair over
all my toilsome labor under the surf! ACHI EVE
For a person may labor with wisdom, EVERYTHINBAS

knowledge and skill, and then they must
leave all they own to another who has

not toiled for it. This too is meaningless MEANIN G LES,SA\
and a great misfortune? What do people

get for all the toil and anxious striving CHASINGAFTERHE
with which they labor under the sun?

Al their days their work is grief and pain; WIN D;

even at night their minds do not rest. This

too is meaningless. NOTHING WAS

2 A person can do nothing better than

1, "1 +01/&+( +! ce+! 0 1&0# |

their own toil. This too, | see, is from the é%‘IN éDU NDERTHE
hand of God?® for without him, who can

"1,/ ce+! "+' BTY+E person SUN.

who pleases him, God gives wisdom,

knowledge and happiness, but to the

sinner he gives the task of gathering ECCLESIASTES 2:11
and storing up wealth to hand it over

to the one who pleases God. This too is

* +&+3$)"00p % 0&+$ 2"/ 1%" 4&+!y
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the Sunday sermon but is designed to help you apply
the Biblical teaching given on a Sunday in your Growth Groups. If you haven't already

)&01"+"!1 1, 1%" 0"/*,+ 6 hcc.conoad/dudid/ 1

&! 6,2 "+1 2-1,&+%$ 4% 1 1%" &3" &1 21 0" 1&,+ 02%$%$"01
you started work each day, how did it go? Share with the group.

Our passage speaks about wisdom/knowledge, pleasure, and work/career. Whic
[1] +" /" 6,2 * /" &+ )&+"1 1, % 0" Z"/

[2] What do you make of 1:18? Have you ever felt this way?

[3] 3" 6,2 "3"/ #")1 ', 4+ z"] 6,2 % 3" "5-"/&"+ "I "/
[4] , 6,2 #"") +! )&3" 0 &# 6,2 /" ))6 ")&"3" 1% 1 " /1!
satisfy?

a. How can you correct that thinking? Is there anything you can do as
a group to help each other realise that these pleasures are only ‘breath
in the end?

[5] Would you say you tend to overwork or underwork?
a. Isittime to re-adjust something?



[6] %6 &0 &1 1% 1 4" 4 +1 1, " 0&%$+&ee +1

[7] "1 %+ Uy@U @Yy , 6,2 ")&"3" 4% 1 "020 0 60 %
a. What can you do to regularly drink from the thirst-quenching water
Jesus provides?

Consider memorising the following verse over the next week:

You, God, are my God,

earnestly | seek you;

| thirst for you,

my whole being longs for you,

in a dry and parched land

where there is no water. (Psalm 63:1)

Spend some time asking God to help you see through the deceptions of wisdon
pleasure and work. Ask God to help you set them in proper perspective and ask
him to satisfy your soul with his love, presence and life.




IT'S JUST A MATTER OF TIME

ECCLESIASTES 3:1-22
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ECCLESIASTES 3:1-22 (NIV)

There is a time for everything,

and a season for every activity under
the heavens:

2a time to be born and a time to die,

a time to plant and a time to uproot,

3a time to kill and a time to heal,

a time to tear down and a time to build,
4a time to weep and a time to laugh,

a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5a time to scatter stones and a time to
gather them,

a time to embrace and a time to refrain
from embracing,

8a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw
away,

“a time to tear and a time to mend,

a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8a time to love and a time to hate,

a time for war and a time for peace.

9 What do workers gain from their toil?
%] have seen the burden God has laid
on the human race!* He has made

that people will fear him.

5 Whatever is has already been,

and what will be has been before;

and God will call the past to account.

18 And | saw something else under the
sun:

In the place of judgment—wickedness
was there,

in the place of justice—wickedness was
there.

17| said to myself,

“God will bring into judgment

both the righteous and the wicked,

for there will be a time for every
activity,

a time to judge every deed.”

18 | also said to myself, “As for humans,
God tests them so that they may see
that they are like the animalst® Surely
the fate of human beings is like that of
the animals; the same fate awaits them
both: As one dies, so dies the other. All
have the same breath; humans have
no advantage over animals. Everything
is meaningless?® All go to the same
place; all come from dust, and to dust
all return.?* Who knows if the human
spirit rises upward and if the spirit of

everything beautiful in its time. He has the animal goes down into the earth?”
also set eternity in the human heart; yet 22 So | saw that there is nothing better
no one can fathom what God has done for a person than to enjoy their work,
from beginning to end? | know that because that is their lot. For who can
there is nothing better for people than bring them to see what will happen

to be happy and to do good while they 7"/ 1%"*

live.®® That each of them may eat and

/&+(p +! ce+! 0 1&0# 1&,+ &+
1,&) 1% &0 &0 1%Tkdwz ,# !y
that everything God does will endure

forever; nothing can be added to it and

nothing taken from it. God does it so

)) 1%" &/
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HE HAS MADE EVERYTHING
BEAUTIFUL IN ITS TIME. HE H,
ALSO SET ETERNITY IN THE
HUMAN HEART; YET NO ONE
CAN FATHOM WHAT GOD HAS
DONE FROM BEGINNING TO
END.

ECCLESIASTES 3:11
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the Sunday sermon but is designed to help you apply
the Biblical teaching given on a Sunday in your Growth Groups. If you haven't already
J)&O1"+"1 1, 1%" 0"/*,+ 6,2 &= medi &d 1

Check in with each other.

&! 6,2 1/6 *"* /&0&+$ 0 )* U@yO 2"/ ) 01 4""( 0 012!6 .4

[1]

[2]

[3]

ReadEcclesiastes 3:1-8How much control do you have over these times?

The answer will probably be obvious... “none whatsoever ultimately”. But this
answer helps set up the next question.

(" *,*t"+1 1, /"e" 1y ,2)!/' 6,2 06 1% 1 6,2 1"+!-1, |
&+$p 4""-&+$ +! +e& 1 + 1%" «&-0&!"p !, 6,2 1"+
peace, laughter and dancing? Give yourselves some time to think before sharing
needed.

¢ What does this reveal about your belief in your own ability to control?

Ecclesiastes wants to break us out of the mirage that we are in control. We ‘a
come from dust, and to dust all returEqclesiastes 3:20 We need to relinquish
control and put our trust in the one who is beyond the sun.

Where or who do times of feasting and joy come from?

2] know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do go«
while they live®* % 1 " % ,# 1%"* * 6 " 1 +! l/&+(p +!
)) 1%"&/ 1,&) 1% & ERIGsidstes 38&-43,# !y



[4]

[5]
[6]

[7]
[8]

What does this reveal about God and about pleasure? Is God a killjoy? Should
feel guilty about pleasure?

Verse13* ("0 )"/ 1% 1 #" 01&+$ +! 0 1&0# 1&,+ /
should enjoy them when they come. We simply have no control of when they
come and how long they last. You may even want to point out the deceptive
nature of advertising in our culture (i.e. the way many companies promise jo
and satisfaction to us when in fact they have no ability to give us this).

Ecclesiastes 3:9-18peaks about our work. How does our work compare with
God’s work inverses 11 and 12

How are we supposed to respond to God'’s total sovereignty to accomplish what
ever he pleases?
1 1,"0 &1 0, 1% 1 -",-)" 3118)) Wet Shouhd grhyably under-

stand ‘fear’ here as ‘awe’ and ‘reverence..

Have you ever seen or experienced the kind of senselessnessBbelesiastes
3:16 speaks of?

"020 0"+0")"00 02>"/&+$% +! "5" 21&,+ &0 + "3"+1
What doesActs 3:13-20ell us about it?

How can you relinquish control and trust in God this week? What can you do to
help you remember that God alone has total control and total knowledge of all
things? Brainstorm together as a group and choose an action to put into practice

Spend some time praying to the Lord of the seasons. Spend some time relin-
quishing control to him. Ask him to help you respond to each season and event
in ways that please him and advance his purposes in the world.



WHEN CHURCH IS DANGEROUS

ECCLESIASTES 5:1-7




R

CCLESIASTES 5:1-7 (NIV)

Guard your steps when you go to

the house of God. Go near to listen
1%"/ 1% + 1, »>"/ 1%" (
fools, who do not know that they

do wrong.

, +,1 " . 2& (4&1% 6,
0 not be hasty in your heart

o utter anything before God.

God is in heaven

and you are on earth,

so let your words be few.

A dream comes when there are

any cares,

and many words mark the speech

of a fool.

When you make a vow to God,

1, +,11") 6 1, #2)ce)) &1
)" 02/" &+ #,,)0 #2)e))
° It is better not to make a vow

1% + 1, * (" ,+" +! +,1 ¢
, +,1)"1 6,2/ *,21% )"
mto sin. And do not protest to the
emple messenger, “My vow was

a mistake.” Why should God be
angry at what you say and destroy
the work of your hands? Much
reaming and many words are
eaningless. Therefore fear God.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the Sunday sermon but is designed to help you apply
the Biblical teaching given on a Sunday in your Growth Groups. If you haven't already
)&01"+"1 1, 1%" 0"/*,+ 6,7 « & edi &d 1

Check in with each other.

Since the last meeting, have you put anything in place to cultivate healthy work and rest
rhythms? If so, share your experience with the group.

What thoughts are on your mind? What priorities do you have? Share with the

[1 What normally marks your routine when you gather with your church on Sundays?
group.

[2] How does our passage shed light on the way we should approach Sundays?

+ 1%" 4%,)"p 1%" - 00 $" &+!& 1"0 1% 1 ,2/ --/,
be marked with reverencé&:{7). We should be aware that we are the creatures,
and he is the Creatob:@). We should be desiring to listen to hiini) and obey
him 6:4). Our approach to Sunday worship should never be about what we cz
$"1 ,21 ,# &1 #,/ ,2/0")3"0y 1 0%,2)! )4 60 " 2
sincere and humble worship.



Ecclesiastes 5:lindicates that God wants us to draw near to listen and obey him,

[3] rather than to mindlessly participate in worship (whilst perhaps being totally
unaware of our need for repentance). Have you ever been guilty of mindless
participation? How can you avoid this in the future?

%" "5%,/1 1&,+ &0 1, --/, % ,! &+ ,/1"/ 1, ,"6
%" ,--,0&1" 0&12 1&,+ &0 1%" -/"0"+1 1&,+ ,# #,
/" $+&T7&+$ 1% " MiBek Botlesia$tes, p. 95.

Compareverses 3and 7. What does the Teacher mean about ‘dreams’? What is th
[4] basic lesson for us here? You may need to take a look at the Leader’'s Guide’s not
&# 1%&0 &0 1,, '&>& 2)1ly

%"0" 3"/0"0 /" +,1,/&,20)6 '&>& 2)1 1, &+1"/-/"1
the grand ‘visions’ and ‘goals’ that people come up with (whether they come
from a literal dream or not is unclear). In this case, it seems to refer to the
$/"1 -) +0 4" V" *2- #,/ 'y %" 0& &!"p 1%"
excessive ‘dreams’, promises and words are vain. As worshippers, it is bettel
20 1, %2* )6 --/, % ,! 4&1% #" /| &+ ,/'"/ 1, )&l

Here is how one commentary explains it:

"/10" @b 4%& % &0 -- /"+1)6 ¥R+ -1,3"/ p &0 !
the parallel proverb in v. 7a is also debated. Nevertheless, the word “dreams
refers not to literal dreams, whether as revelations sought by sleeping in a he
place or as the disturbed sleep of one who has many anxieties. Instead, the
word is used metaphorically, as in the English, “He has big dreams.” Those v
have many troubles may fantasize of performing great and noble acts, but th
aspirations are meaningless. Similarly, many words (which proceed from the
speaker’s presumption that he is wise) mark a person as a fool. Verse 7a col
be translated, “In excess dreaming there is an abundance of both vanities ar
words.” In context these proverbs mean that fools seek to advance themselv

#0481 % $/" 1 3,40 +! -/,*&0"0y [1"11p
Song of songs’, p. 311.
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[5]

[6]

Compareverses 4-5with Matthew 5:33-37. What does this teach us about how to
worship God?

Think about howColossians 3:16sheds further light on how we should approach
God in worship. What does it teach us and how does it align \Fiticlesiastes 5:1-
7?

Notice the common themes concerning wokglsclesiastes 5:1-7has a lot to
say about wordsColossians 3:16says to let the ‘message’... or the ‘word’ of
Christ dwell among you richly. This ‘message of Christ’ refers to the gospel. |
0""*0 )&(" 4%"+ &1 ,*"0 1, 1%" $,0-") 1% 1 * +6 4
all, to speak about what Christ has done only serves to glorify him all the mot
"0%,2)! /"*&+! " % ,1%"/ # 1%" $,0-") ,z"+p "O-
Sundays to ‘teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalm:
%6*+0p +! 0,+3$0 #/,* 1%" -&/&1p 0&+3%&+3$ 1, ,!
(Colossians 3:16.

24



What is one thing you can do to help you approach Sunday worship gatherings more
faithfully? Share it with the group.

Pray that God will help us to worship him in humility and reverence. Pray that we might be
church who draws near to obey Jesus.

25



WHEN WISDOM FAILS

ECCLESIASTES 7:1-25







questions.
B R Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a

$,,! 1%&+$ +! "+"10
ECCLESIASTES 7:1-25 (NIV)  see the sun.

12\Wisdom is a shelter as money
g, b+ 7" &0 "11" 1% ¢ a@hdlter, but the advantage

perfume, and the day of death of knowledge is this: Wisdom
better than the day of birth. preserves those who have it.
2|t is better to go to a house of 13 Consider what God has done:

mourning than to go to a house of  \who can straighten what he has
feasting, for death is the destiny of ade crooked?
everyone; the living should take this 14\when times are good, be happy;

to heart. but when times are bad, consider
3 Frustration is better than laughter, this: God has made the one

because a sad face is good for the 35 \well as the other.

heart. Therefore, no one can discover

6 %" %" /1 . # 1%" 4&0 "3y abdditheir future.
house of mourning, but the heart of 1s | this meaningless life of mine |

fools is in the house of pleasure. have seen both of these:
7 1&0 "11%/ 1, %""! 1%e rightédus périshing in their
a wise person than to listen to the  righteousness, and the wicked living

song of fools. long in their wickedness.

°Like the crackling of thornsunder 16~ 4+ 1 3"//&$%1",20
the pot, so is the laughter of fools.  nejther be overwise— why destroy
This too is meaningless. yourself?

9 51,/1&,+ 12/+0 4&0%-"/Q, 4 &+13 /48 ("Ip

a fool, and a bribe corrupts the and do not be a fool— why die
heart. before your time?

°The end of a matter is better than 13t js good to grasp the one
its beginning, and patience is better gnd not let go of the other.

than pride. Whoever fears God will avoid all
o+ 1 " 2& ()6 -1, 3, ("bxiketnds, 2/
spirit, for anger resides in the lap of 19\y/isdom makes one wise person

fools. more powerful than ten rulers in a
©, 4,10 6b %6 4"/" 1%,
days better than these?” 20 Indeed, there is no one on earth

For it is not wise to ask such who is righteous, no one who does

28



what is right and never sins.

2 +,1 -6 11"+1&,+ 1,
people say, or you may hear your
servant cursing you—

22 for you know in your heart

that many times you yourself have
cursed others.

2 All this | tested by wisdom and |
said, “| am determined to be wise™—
but this was beyond me.

% % 1"3"/ "5&010 &0 # /
profound— who can discover it?
%S0 | turned my mind to understand,
to investigate and to search out
wisdom and the scheme of things
and to understand the stupidity of
wickedness

and the madness of folly.

WHEN TIMES ARE
GOOD, BE HAPPY;
BUT WHEN TIMES AR

BAD, CONSIDER THIS:[]_]

GOD HAS MADE THE
ONE AS WELL AS THE
OTHER. THEREFORE,
NO ONE CAN
DISCOVER
ANYTHING ABOUT

THEIR FUTURE.

ECCLESIASTES 7:14

DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the
Sunday sermon but is designed to help
you apply the Biblical teaching given on

a Sunday in your Growth Groups. If you
haven't already listened to the sermon you

+ ce+! & od

+1 "

Check in with each other.

Have you approached Sunday gatherings
1&>"/"+1)6 0&+ "
Was it helpful?

1%" ) 01 & )

In 2020, the reality of death has
been constantly knocking on our

L,y ,4 % 0 1%&0 »"
way you view life?

1

| think this is a fair statement
given the year has been

2-&"! 4&1% 20%¢
L 10 +! 4,/)14&!"
pandemic.



[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

Why do you think the Teacher says that death, mourning and frustration are better
for us than births, feasting and laughter (7:1-6)? How does it lead to wisdom?

The CSB Study Bible says, ‘the truly wise give attention to the fact of death
(7:1-4). Funerals should sober us to the reality of death and encourage us to
well and contentedly.

3" 6,2 "3"/ O("! 1%" .2"01&,+ 4" ce+! &+ 3"/0" 0O
says it is unwise?

‘it is pointless to look back to the good old days when corruption was not

so common. Such days never existed.... It is foolish to long for the days of
prosperity. Apart from the fact that such longing does no one any good, every
-"1&,! % 0 &10 % /!'0%&-0 +! ,--,/12+&1&"0y /1"
Song of songs’, p. 82

What reasons are we given to explain why God sovereignly ordains good times an
bad times?

Nothing in this passage at least. Read verses 13-14.
¢ Why is this?

"% -0 &1 &0 +,1%"/ 4 6 ,# !/&3&+3$ %,*" )"0& |
/" 12/"0p +,1 1%" /" 1,/y " /" 1,1 ))6 [/")& +1 |+
because he alone holds the keys to life.

Consider the following quote:

“Ecclesiastes is the record of a search for the key to life. It is an endeavour to give
meaning to life, to see it as a whole. And there is no key under the sun. Life has lo
key to itself...If you want the key you must go to the locksmith who made the lock.
%,)!'0 1%" ("6 ,# )) 2+(+,4+y +! " 4&)) +,1 $&3" &1
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. 4 1,"0 1% .2,1" 01/&(" 6,2 ,"0 &1 1" % 6,2

"L-)" 6 &+1"/-/"1 1% e+ ) )&+"p " 4&)) +,1 $&
However, | don't think it is meant to be read negatively. | think it is meant to
"*-% 0&0" 1% 1 4" +""1 1, %, 1, ,! "*6 +,1 % 3"

4"  + 1/201 1%" ,+" 4%, % 0 1%" ("6y )"0& 01"
beyond the sun, even though, just as with Job, he may not explain to us why
things happen the way they do (see Job 38 and following).

6 What do you think is meant by ‘overrighteous’ and ‘overwicked’ in verses 16-17?
Compare with Ecclesiastes 8:12-13.

This is a bit of a tricky one. The ESV Study Bible says, ‘In the Old Testamen
terms “righteous” and “righteousness” do not refer exclusively to ethical or
moral behaviour but can also refer to being “right” or “just” in one’s cause (e.
&+ )"$) 0" o"" "21"/,+,*6 xUyO p 4%& % --"

" %"/ % 0 &+ *&+! %"/"y " % 0, 0"/3"! &+01 +
was technically right still lost his case, while someone who was actually wror
won the dispute (compare with Ecclesiastes 8:14).

Here’s another suggestion from the CSB Study Bible, ‘These verses seem tc
1% 1 )&11)" 0&++&+$ &0 "-1 )"y % 1 &0 +,1
extreme zeal for religious duties that makes life unbearably harsh (an examp
would be constant fasting). In this context, excessively righteous refers to be
unreasonably demanding on yourself about moral or religious duties.

What piece of wisdom struck you most in this study? How can you put it into
practice? Share with the group.

Ask God to help you walk in the better way of wisdom, even though it has its limit:
Ask God to help you recognise that you are but a creature, and he is the Creator.

Ask God to help you go to him for the key to life, he alone can save us from life’s

futility.
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WHY DO THE WICKED PROSPER?

ECCLESIASTES 8:1-17







B R to everything done under the sun.
There is a time when a man lords it

over others to his own hurtl® Then
ECCLESIASTES 8:1-17 (NIV)  too, I saw the wicked buried—those

who used to come and go from the

‘Who is like the wise? holy place and receive praise in the
Who knows the explanation city where they did this. This too is
of things? A person’s wisdom meaningless.

brightens their face and changes its 11\When the sentence for a crime is
hard appearance. not quickly carried out, people’s

%" /10 /" o))"l 4&1% O
?Obey the king's command, | say,  wrong. 22Although a wicked person
because you took an oath before  \who commits a hundred crimes
God? , +,1 " &+ %2//6 haylive3along time, | know that it
1%" (&+$ 0 -/"0"+ "y, Willgdpkttsr with those who fear
up for a bad cause, for he willdo  God, who are reverent before hir#
whatever he pleasesSince a king's  yet because the wicked do not fear
word is supreme, who can say to  God, it will not go well with them,

him, “What are you doing?” and their days will not lengthen like
> Whoever obeys his command will 5 shadow.

come to no harm, and the wise 14 There is something else

heart will know the proper time and meaningless that occurs on earth:
procedure. the righteous who get what the
°For there is a proper time and wicked deserve, and the wicked
procedure for every matter, who get what the righteous deserve.
though a person may be weighed  This too, | say, is meaningleséSo
doyvn by misery. | commend the enjoyment of life,
’Since no one knows the future,  pecause there is nothing better for
who can tell someone else what is g person under the sun than to eat
to come? and drink and be glad. Then joy will

®As no one has power over the wind accompany them in their toil all the

to contain it, S0 no one has power  days of the life God has given them
over the time of their death. under the sun.

As no one is discharged in time of 16 \\hen | applied my mind to know
war, so wickedness will not release \yisdom and to observe the labor

those who practice it. that is done on earth—people
*All this | saw, as | applied my mind getting no sleep day or nightiZ
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then | saw all that God has done. No one can comprehend what goes on
2+!"/ 1%" 02+y "0-&1" )) 1%"&/ ">,/10 1, 0" / % ¢
meaning. Even if the wise claim they know, they cannot really comprehend it

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the Sunday sermon but is designed to help you apply th
Biblical teaching given on a Sunday in your Growth Groups. If you haven't already listened
1, 1%" 0"/*,+ 6,2 ppoccom.au/auc

Check in with each other.

&! 6,2 --)6 +61%&+$ #/,*) 01 4""(0 & )" 012!'6 % /" 6,2
you're comfortable.

[1] % 1!, 1%" /01 #"4 3"/0"0 1" % 20 ,21 %,4 1, )&

Romans 13:1-7 provides some helpful commentary on these verses, ‘Let
everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority

"5 "-1 1% 1 4%& % ,! % 0 "01 )&0%"!y %" 21%,
"01 )&0%"! 6 ,ly x ,+0".2"+1)6p 4%,"3"/ /" ")O
&0 /" "))&+$ $ &+01 4% 1 ,! % 0 &+01&121"!p +
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right,
21 #,/ 1%,0" 4%, !, 4/,+%y , 6,2 4 +1 1, " #/"" #
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one
&+ 21%,/&16 &0 ,! 0 0"/3 +1 #,/ 6,2/ $,,'y 21 &¢?
/[2)"/0 ', +,1 "/ 1%" 04,/ #,/ +, /" 0,+y %"6 /"
4/ 1% 1, /&+$ -2+&0%*"+1 ,+ 1%" 4/,+$!,"/y U %
submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also a
a matter of conscience.

U %&0 &0 )0, 4%6 6,2 - 6 1 5"0p #,/ 1%" 21%,/¢
1%"&/ #2)) 1&*" 1, $,3"/+&+%$y U &3" 1, "3"/6,+" .
1 5"0p -6 15"0 &# /"3"+2"p 1%"+ /"3"+2" &# /"0
then honour.



*13"/0"0 6OU 60Uy ,4!,"0 6,2/ 0"/ % #,/ +04"/0 1,
[2] relationship with God?

, 6,2 ce+! 6,2/0")# 1/201&+9$ &+ %&* 4%"+ 6,2 ++,

[3]

[4] How can you develop this kind of trust?

[5] Read verses 12-13. What can you do to help yourself take the ‘long view’ when i
,¥"001, 0,*" J# 1%" 1&>& 2)1 +! 0"+0")"00 /" )&1&"0

By ‘long view' I'm referring to the eternal view. The Teacher acknowledges thi

in verses 12-13 because he acknowledges that it will not ultimately go well fo

the wicked, even though he does not seem to know what exactly will happen.
YO, (+,4)"!$"0 1% 1 &1 &0 # / "11"/ 1, /"3"/" !

him.
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Read Psalm 73:1-5, 21-28; Matthew 5:10-12 and Hebrews 11:13-16. How do th
[6] Scriptures shed further light on the teaching of Ecclesiastes 8?

[7] We've talked about how we can develop further trust in God in the midst of som
of the unanswerable realities of life. Consider committing yourself as a group
to putting your discussion into practice, and share next week how it helped or
didn’t help.

Thank God that we do not need to have all the answers, because he does.

Ask God to help you lay down any unhealthy pursuit of omniscience (total

knowledge that belongs to God alone) and to trust him more deeply. Thank Goc

for the good times that do come your way, and ask him to help you enjoy them
0 $&zy



LIFE IS MEANT TO BE SPENT

ECCLESIASTES 9:1-12







B R

ECCLESIASTES 9:1-12 (NIV)

: "e" 1"l + 1)) 1%&0
concluded that the righteous and
the wise and what they do are in
God's hands, but no one knows
whether love or hate awaits them.
2 All share a common destiny—the
righteous and the wicked, the good
and the bad, the clean and the
2+ )" +p 1%,0" 4%, ,>"/
and those who do not.

As it is with the good,

so with the sinful;

as it is with those who take oaths,
so with those who are afraid to take
them.

3 This is the evil in everything that
happens under the sun: The same
destiny overtakes all. The hearts

of people, moreover, are full of evil

vanished,

never again will they have a part

in anything that happens under the

sun.

7 Go, eat your food with gladness,

afd drink your wine with a joyful

heart, for God has already approved

what you do. 8 Always be clothed

in white, and always anoint your

head with oil. 9 Enjoy life with your

wife, whom you love, all the days

of this meaningless life that God

has given you under the sun—all

Wurrke@hindless days. For this is

your lot in life and in your toilsome

labor under the sun. 10 Whatever

6,2/ % +! ce+!0 1, !, p !,

your might, for in the realm of the

dead, where you are going, there is

neither working nor planning nor

knowledge nor wisdom.

11 I have seen something else under

the sun:
%"/ 1%"

" &0 +,1 1, 0-

and there is madness in their hearts or the battle to the strong,

4%&)" 1%"6 )&3"p +!

join the dead. 4 Anyone who is

among the living has hope—even
)&3" 1,$ &0

lion!

5 For the living know that they will

die,

but the dead know nothing;

they have no further reward,

and even their name is forgotten.

6 Their love, their hate

and their jealousy have long since

40

Zndrdoks 3@ cBme to the wise

or wealth to the brilliant
or favor to the learned;

"11"/ > 1%uttime hnd'chance happen to

them all.
12 Moreover, no one knows when
their hour will come:

0 0% /" 2%3%1 &+
or birds are taken in a snare,
so people are trapped by evil times
that fall unexpectedly upon them.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the Sunday sermon but is designed to help you apply th

Biblical teaching given on a Sunday |n your Growth Groups. If you haven't already listened
1, 1%" 0"/*,+ 6,2 +#.ue+4"1&1

Check in with each other.

&! 6,2 -21 0,*"1%&+%$ &+1, -/ 1& " 1, 2&)! 6,2/ 1/201 &+
how the practice helped you.

[1] %II n %ll/ 0 60 1% 1 1%" II3II+1 ,# !Il 1% ,*IIO 2_,+ I|3II
that people in Australia take this event very seriously? Why or why not?

*  Would you say that you take it seriously? How does Ecclesiastes teach you to
approach death?

"1% -) 60 %2* )&+$ /,)" &+ )'0& 01"0 &1 $&
#,/ "0 20 1, /")6 ,+ 1%" ,+" "6,+! 1%" 02+ 1, ce+!
$,"0 "6,+! 1%" $/ 3"y 1 *&$%1 " %")-#2) #,/ -",-
allow death to impact the way they live, as | (Ben) would tend to think that
our culture tries to avoid death (think of the anti-ageing treatments, the
high percentage of beautiful youthful people put forward in advertising, the
*1"/& )&01& $, )0 1% 1 4" /" 1)1, % 0" z"/y



[2] Compare 9:4-6 with 4:2. What point do you think the Teacher is getting at in 9:4-67?
“the reason The Teacher puts forward for choosing life is another surprise:
because the living know they will die! The explanation is that the living may
yet reckon with the reality of death and in so doing embrace the joy life has to
H>"IpxOU 21 +, 02 % -,00& &)&16 "5&010 #,/ 1%,C
1&*" % 0 - 00"y /1"11p /,3"/ Op )"0& 01"0p

The above paragraph seems to get across the primary point. There may also
a sense, however, in which the living have the chance to recognise the reality
I"1% +! 1, -21 1%"&/ 1/201 &+ ,! #,/ *" +&+$ "6
one of the larger messages of the book (see 12:13-14).

[3] 41, 3"/0"0 U OO 01/&(" 6,2 , 1%"6 0,2+! )&(" *"00 ¢
with Christianity?

Sometimes Christianity is so associated with rule-keeping that it is seen as a
L6y ,1%&+$ ,2)! " #2/1%"/ #/,* 1%" 1/21%y ,! &
$&z0 +! -)" 02/"0 ,# /" 1&,+p +! %" ),+" 0%,40 :
full in ways that do not bring harm and hurt.

[4] Looking at verses 7-10, is there anything which you think you should apply? For
example, are you currently enjoying your work and doing it with all your might
(9:10)? Are you enjoying good food and drink with loved ones (9:7)?

[5] What is the message of verses 11-12? What do they teach you?

Another aspect of our mortality is that we are governed by time and
circumstances.... The Teacher asserts that no matter how capable we are, m
things are beyond our control. Above all, the moment of death is not ours to
choose. — CSB Study Bible Notes
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You may have heard the phrase, “Attitude determines outcome”. To what extent
[6 is this helpful or unhelpful? What does Ecclesiastes teach us about our ability to
control outcomes?

Our current passage and Ecclesiastes as a whole drive home how truly out «
control we are, especially when it comes to the seasons of life and the futility
of death. If we approach life like we are in control it may lead to anxiety,
disappointment, burnout and a whole host of other negative outcomes.

%/ 0"0 )&(" 11&212!"™ I"1"/*&+"0 ,21 ,*" /" +,1 "
the Teacher himself teaches that things like wisdom are good in 9:16-18.
The Teacher simply wants to undo any deceptions we have about ultimate
control. He doesn’t want us to be naive about life. He wants us to admit our

32)+"/ &)&16p 1, "+',6 1%" $&Z0 1% 1 !, ,*" #/,*
y,.( 1, U #,/-2/-,0"p *" +&+$ +! %,-" "6,+! 1%"

Our passage has said a lot about enjoying the life that God has given us. What is ¢
[7 1%&+$%$ 6,2 + !, 1, "+',6 1%" $&20 ,! % 0 $&3"+ 1, 6,
are going to do with the group.

Ask God to help you live wisely in light of death. Thank God for the life he has givel
you and name one thing for which you are grateful for right now. Ask God to help
you enjoy the good times that come your way, and ask him to help you trust him in
the evil times.



THINGS TO KNOW WHEN YOU
DON'T KNOW

ECCLESIASTES 11:1-6







B R

ECCLESIASTES 9:1-12 (NIV)

Ship your grain across the sea;
z"l * +6 1 60 6,2 *6 /" "&3" ["12/+y
2 Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight;
you do not know what disaster may come upon the land.
3 If clouds are full of water,
they pour rain on the earth.
Whether a tree falls to the south or to the north,
in the place where it falls, there it will lie.
4 Whoever watches the wind will not plant;
whoever looks at the clouds will not reap.
5 As you do not know the path of the wind,
or how the body is formed in a mother's womb,
so you cannot understand the work of God,
the Maker of all things.
6 Sow your seed in the morning,
and at evening let your hands not be idle,
for you do not know which will succeed,
whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the Sunday sermon but is designed to help you apply th
Biblical teaching given on a Sunday |n your Growth Groups. If you haven't already listened
1, 1%" 0"/*,+ 6,2 +#.ue+4"1&1

Check in with each other.

&! 6,2 1 (" **"+1 1, "+',6 ,10 $&z20 ) 01 4""( % /" +6 )"
it with the group.

[1] Our passage speaks a lot about risk. Where would you say you fall on the risk-
1 (&+%$ 0-" 1/2* ,6,2 1"+0' 1,212 (" 1,, *+6 ,/ 1,, )&11)

[2] Read verses 1-2. How would you summarise their message?
A helpful little explanation from Adam’s sermon:

“When we face the uncertainty of life...
When we don't know what to do...

The Teacher calls on us to take risks.

To be bold, to step out, to try new things.
But to do so with wisdom.

To plan, to pray, to not be foolish.”



[3] Are there any areas in your life or your faith where you should be taking more
risks?

Some examples may be evangelism (too fearful of what others think),
/") 1&,+ ) 32)+"/ &)&16 1,, #" /#2) # "&+$ %2/1
generosity (too fearful of losing security) etc.

[4] 6,2 1"+ 1, -/, [ 01&+ 1" ,/ 4 &1 #,/ -"/#" 1 ,+1&1&,+

[5] What wisdom do we receive in verses 3-47?

The Teacher is essentially saying, “The rain came (or will come), the tree fell
(or will fall): you just need to get to work!” Miller, Ecclesiastes, p. 181.

[6] Read verses 5-6. How can you relinquish control and entrust the outcome of
things to God?
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[7] Think of one God-glorifying risk that you will take this week and share it with the
group.
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THE END OF THE MATTER

ECCLESIASTES 11:7 - 12:14







B R

ECCLESIASTES 11:7-12:14

7 Light is sweet,
and it pleases the eyes to see the sun.
8 However many years anyone may live,
let them enjoy them all.
But let them remember the days of
darkness,
for there will be many.
Everything to come is meaningless.
9 You who are young, be happy while you
are young,
and let your heart give you joy in the days
of your youth.
Follow the ways of your heart
and whatever your eyes see,
but know that for all these things
God will bring you into judgment.
10 So then, banish anxiety from your heart
+! 01 ,>» 1%" 1/,2 )"0 ,# 6,
for youth and vigor are meaningless.
12 Remember your Creator
in the days of your youth,
before the days of trouble come
and the years approach when you will say,
ce+! +, -)" 02/" &+ 1%"*
2 before the sun and the light
and the moon and the stars grow dark,
+!1 1%" ),2!'0 /"12/+ 2"/ 1%
3 when the keepers of the house tremble,
and the strong men stoop,
when the grinders cease because they are
few,
and those looking through the windows
grow dim;
4 when the doors to the street are closed
and the sound of grinding fades;
when people rise up at the sound of birds,
but all their songs grow faint;
5 when people are afraid of heights
and of dangers in the streets;

52

when the almond tree blossoms
and the grasshopper drags itself along
and desire no longer is stirred.

Then people go to their eternal home
and mourners go about the streets.

6 Remember him—before the silver cord is
severed,

and the golden bowl is broken;

before the pitcher is shattered at the
spring,

and the wheel broken at the well,

7 and the dust returns to the ground it
came from,

and the spirit returns to God who gave it.
8 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher. j

“Everything is meaningless!”

9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but he
also imparted knowledge to the people.
He pondered and searched out and set
in order many proverbs. 10 The Teacher
2O/" /1%3"! 1, ;e+! '201 1%" /&$
what’he \}\:/)rote was upright and true.

11 The words of the wise are like goads,
1%"&/ ,))" 1" 0 6&+%0 )&("
embedded nails—given by one shepherd.
12 Be warned, my son, of anything in
addition to them.

Of making many books there is no end, and
much study wearies the body.

.13/N all has been heard;

here 1s the conclusion of the matter:

Fear God and keep his commandments,

for this is the duty of all mankind.

14 For God will bring every deed into
judgment,

including every hidden thing,

whether it is good or evil.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This guide is not meant to replace the Sunday sermon but is designed to help you apply th
Biblical teaching given on a Sunday |n your Growth Groups. If you haven't already listened
1, 1%" 0"/*,+ 6,2 +#.ue+4"1&1

Check in with each other.

&! 6,2 1 (" 1 $),/&#6&+$ /&0( 0&+ " 1%" ) 01 012'6 #
group.

[1] What has stuck with you in your reading of the passage this week or in your
hearing of the sermon? Was there anything that surprised, encouraged, or
challenged you?

[2] Augustine (a theologian of the Early Church) once said, “Love God and do
whatever you please.” How does this quote strike you?

. "0 &1 )&$+ 4&1% ,/ ,+1/!'& 1 ,2/ - 00 $"

It aligns really well. The Teacher commends the enjoyment of life in our

- 00 $" OOYyU OO +! %" 1"))0 20 1% 1 1%" 4&0"
I Oxy0@y + 0"+0"p &# 4" /" 4 )(&+$ &+ /"3"/

anything we do from this place is safe for us. We of all people can truly enjoy

J&#"p +! 1%" $2&1&+$ -/&+ &-)" &0 1, !, "3"/61%:
1&+1%& +0 OOYy@O p ,/ 0 1%" " %"/ -210 &1p
I Oxy0@ vy



[3] How does the Teacher describe old age and death in 12:1-8?

%"0" 3"/0"0 /" - ("! 4&1% *"1 -%,/0 O, &1 * 6 "
interpret. Here are some extensive notes from the CSB Study Bible to help
you:

“12:3 The phrase when the guardians of the house tremble probably refers
to the hands. They are what a person uses to protect himself, and the hands
of the elderly are sometimes subject to trembling. The strong men who stoop
/"#"/0 1, 1%" )"$0 +! ( 1%"0" /" 1%" ) /$"01 *Z

+1 1%"6 " ,*" ¢ &! &+ ,)! $"p )" 1&+$ 1, "+1 -,0
who grind grain are the teeth, because they grind food. In the ancient world,
where dental care was nonexistent, even the pharaohs of Egypt lost their
teeth if they lived into old age. The teeth are referred to as “women” because
16-& ))6 4,*"+ &+ %,20"%,)! '&! 1%" 4,/( ,# $/&-
ones who watch through the windows refers to the eyes. Here, however, the
) +$2 $" &0  *"1 -%,/ #,/ -,,/] "6"0&%$%1 1%"/" &0
as thereisinv. 2.

OxyU %&0 3"/0" !"0 /& "0 14, 0-" 10 ,# 1%" ">" 1
1%" ,+" % +!p -",-)" +, ),+$"/ %" / 4"))p +! 0,2+!0
as if doors have been shut. On the other hand, many old people do not sleep
well, and even a faint sound awakens them.

OxyuU |),*, + +1,+0 *"1 -%,/& ) ) +$2 $" 4&1% 1¢
afraid of heights and dangers on the road. Old people fear falling down and
are easy prey for criminals. Almond tree blossoms almost certainly refers

to white hair. The grasshopper loses its spring and the caper berry has no
">t 16 /"#" 1, &*-,1"+ " &1 --"/0 1% 1 1%" -
aphrodisiac. A mere mortal going to his eternal home with mourners walking
in the street obviously alludes to a funeral.

12:6 The cord, the bowl, the jar ... shattered at the spring, and the wheel

... broken at the well all refer to drawing up water from a well, a spring,

or a cistern. Water in the Bible is frequently associated with life (this is
understandable, considering the near-desert climate of ancient Israel). Thus,
&# 1%"0" 1%&+$0 /" /[,("+p !'" 1% % 0, 2//"'y "C
silver and gold implies that life is precious.”

54



[4] Think about what the Teacher has taught us about death throughout
Ecclesiastes. What do you think his message is in 12:1-8?

"1% &0 20"! 0 (&+! ,# 1" %"/ 1%/,2%$%,21
that we are merely creatures who will all die. It reminds us that we are not
in control, that life is short, and that we should remember our Creator (12:1),
the one to whom our spirit belongs (12:7).

[5] ,+0&!1" OxyO@ OUY ,"0 1%&0 ,+ )2!&+$ 01 1"*"+1 0
with the message of Ecclesiastes?

%" ,+ )20&,+ ,# )"0& 01"0p 1, #" / ,'p &0 &+
of the book—that we are mortal and weak but he is almighty. Although the
book recommends, among other things, that we should enjoy our brief time
2+1"/ 1%" 02+p 1%" !3& " 1, #" / ,1 1/2*-0 "3"/61
book has been focused on the brevity of earthly life and on how we should
live in light of this reality. But at the end, the book looks beyond this life to
1%" ce+ ) '2!1$*"+1y 126 & )"

[6] How does the following statement from Bono strike you?

“Ecclesiastes is one of my favourite books. It's a book about a character who
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tries wealth. He tries experience. He tries everything. You hurry to the end of the
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letdown. Yet itisn't”
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[7] commandments’? Would you say that your day-to-day life is characterised
by reverence for God? Are there any of God’s commandments which you are
neglecting or ignoring?

Thank God for the wisdom he has given us in Ecclesiastes. Ask him to help you
walk in its wisdom, and especially to walk in awe and love for him all the days of
your life.
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