Women’s Growth Group
1pm—2.30pm @ BPCC
Young Adults
Sermon Based
7pm—9pm @ BPCC

Men & Mates
Sermon Based
6am—7am @ BPCC

brayparkcommunitychurch

Ladies Fellowship
3rd Wednesday
11.30am—1pm
Youth
Sermon Based
7pm—9pm @ BPCC
Ladies Bible Study
Fellowship
7pm—9pm @ BPCC

Ladies Know Your Bible
9am—11am @ BPCC
Children Welcome

Ladies Care/Share
Fortnightly
9am—11am @ BPCC

Deutschmann
Growth Group
Sermon Based
7pm—9pm @ Bray Park

Bray Park Community Church
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These verses form a kind of ‘summary statement’ of Jesus’ ministry. They reveal
not only the kind of Kingdom that belongs to Jesus but the kind of King behind it.
Jesus is the kind of King whose heart is filled with compassion for outsiders and
law-breakers. He may have the power to punish them, but instead, he speaks of
his desire is to shepherd them—to protect them and lead them in paths of life.
These verses reveal to us the heart of Jesus and the priority Jesus places on
seeking out lost and wayward people in the church and in this broken world.

Check in on each other. Use this as an opportunity to show each other genuine
love. Consider stopping to pray if significant challenges are shared.

Pray: Ask God to lead you and transform you during your time together

Take a moment to imagine what it would have been like to have experienced
verse 35. How would you have felt if you heard and saw the things that Jesus did?
Do you ever reflect on the reality of biblical events such as these? Or do you tend
to gloss over them like distant stories? Reflect on your response with the group.
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What is your attitude towards others when you are surrounded by crowds of
needy/self-concerned people (e.g., think of the rush of the city, or the rush of
shoppers at Christmas time)? Compare your response with Jesus’ attitude towards
the crowd in verse 36. What does this tell you about King Jesus? Does this comfort
you?

“Like sheep without a shepherd”: Parts of the
Ancient Near East likened their kings to shepherds.
Here is an excerpt from the Lexham Bible Dictionary:
‘Kings were lauded for their care of the poor, and
shepherding imagery is frequently applied in
describing their reigns’. Thus, when Jesus implies that
these people need a caring shepherd, it is likely that
the need for a truly good king is also implied. Jesus is
our shepherd-king.
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“Where we see need, Jesus sees opportunity”. Do you agree with this statement?
Consider verses 37-38. If these verses alone told us the priority of the Christian
life, what would it be? How does this challenge you?

Jesus tells his disciples to pray for labourers. What does he go on to do with his
disciples in Matthew 10:5? If you’re a Christian, do you consider yourself “sent”
by Jesus? Why or why not? Where and to whom might Jesus be sending you?
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As you consider your life, would you say the priority of God’s mission (to seek and
save those far from Him) is a priority for you? Brainstorm together how each
person in your group can prioritise mission in the midst of your varied lifestyles
and responsibilities.

Spend some time praying for God’s mission in this world and through BPCC. Ask
that God would raise up more labourers around the world. Pray that God would
give us Jesus’ compassion for others. Ask God for opportunities to build
relationships with people who are lost and needy in this world.
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In these verses Jesus speaks to the religious leaders in parables to teach them a
lesson. They grumble because Jesus eats with sinners and lawbreakers, but
Jesus’ stories point out that he is on a mission to bring these people home to God
again. The religious leaders want to separate themselves from these wayward,
impious people; but Jesus wants to help them return to God. He is seeking what
is lost.

Check in on each other. Use this as an opportunity to show each other genuine
love. Consider stopping to pray if significant challenges are shared.

Pray: Ask God to lead you and transform you during your time together

Who is the primary audience of these parables? Who is the secondary audience?
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Who are the ‘sinners’? It’s important to get this clear because we’re
in danger of misunderstanding this group because we hear the word ‘sinner’ so
often. Nowadays, this label seems to be used either to identify people outside of
the church, or to refer to all people, everywhere, because all people are born
under the curse of sin (Romans 5:19). While some of these uses might be
correct, it’s important to remember the context in this particular case. In this
case, these ‘sinners’ weren’t atheists, or pagans, or any person in general;
rather, they were wayward Jews. They were Jews who had fallen short of the
standards of the religious leaders or abandoned them altogether. Jesus was
dealing with an inter-Jewish issue.

How would you describe the primary point of these two parables? Consider some
of the surrounding context, including the audience of the parables.

Why do you think the Pharisees and Scribes are concerned about Jesus eating
with sinners (v.2)? Can you see any merit in their concern?

How might God view grumbling of the religious leaders? Consider the parables, as
well as Ezekiel 34:1-16
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As our church moves towards outsiders as part of God’s mission to seek the lost,
there are going to be times when we are faced with tensions about personal
holiness. How do the words and life of Jesus teach us about managing this
tension? Consider the following passages: Matthew 15:10-20, Luke 6:12, and
John 17:11-19

Notice the urgency of the man (v.4) and the woman (v.8) in seeking what they
lost. Do you have this same sense of urgency and compassion for wayward
Christians and for outsiders? Why or why not?

Have you ever had the experience of witnessing a friend or family member turn
and follow Jesus? What was it like? How did it feel? Discuss alongside verses 7
and 10
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If it is appropriate, name one or two people to your group that you would like to
see turn to God. Consider what it might look like for you to seek this lost person/s
(e.g., regular prayer for them, organising a coffee catch-up, etc).

Spend some time asking God to give your group and our church a heart for the
outsider. Ask him to give you the same sense of urgency and compassion as Jesus
had. Pray for people in your life that you would like to see return to God.
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Jesus tells this story in order to correct the grumbling of the Pharisees and
Scribes, and invite them into God’s mission to reach the lost. Their grumbling
against Jesus is really grumbling against God. God mercifully and gladly receives
repentant sinners and so should they. God seeks out lost people in order to
restore them, and the religious leaders who claim to obey him should do the
same.

Check in on each other. Use this as an opportunity to show each other genuine
love. Consider stopping to pray if significant challenges are shared.

Pray: Ask God to lead you and transform you during your time together

Identify the primary and secondary audience of this parable (see verses 1-3).

The primary characters in this parable are the father, the elder son, and the
younger son. Can you identify who these three characters actually represent?
Ensure you have read the parable carefully and think about the context (audience,
previous parables, etc).
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What do you think the younger son’s actions communicated to his father (v.12)?
How might the father have felt? How do we do the same thing to God?

Have you ever been drawn to the kind of lifestyle described in verse 13? Have
you ever wanted to escape, be free from all standards but yours, and just spend
and live as you please? Why might this be enticing?

Where does this type of lifestyle lead the younger son (verses 14-16)?
“the pigs” Remember
that Jesus is speaking to a
Jewish audience here. Pigs
were a filthy animal in their
minds, and to even touch
this animal would make
them ‘unclean’.
We are all tempted by different things, but what does the Bible teach us about
the outcome of abandoning God? Consider Romans 6:20-23

How do you think you would have reacted to the returned son if you were in the
father’s position? What does the father’s reaction (verses 20-24) teach us about
God?

Have you ever been overwhelmed with gratitude for the way God has forgiven
you in Jesus? Describe your experience.
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How do you feel about the older son’s reaction to the father’s mercy (verses 2532)? Do you empathise with him? Why or why not?

How does the father respond to the older son’s anger? Does he return it?

Are you in any danger of living as the older son right now? Do you need to stop
parading your goodness and demanding blessing from God, and simply enjoy his
presence?

Have you joined God in his mission to seek and save sinners? Or do you remain on
the outside of the party?
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Consider as a group whether there could be something you could do together to
join Jesus in his work to seek and save the lost. Is there something regular you
could implement to make this a value as a group? For example, a monthly prayer
meeting for the lost, a fortnightly afternoon of sport with invitations to outsiders,
a regular meal that outsiders are invited to, etc.

Ask God to protect you from the temptation of the younger son—that he would
give you eyes to see that the rebellious path leads only to death. Ask God to give
you fresh gratitude for all that he has done for you in Jesus. Ask God to protect you
from the temptation of the older son—that you might not stand on the outside of
God’s work in this world.
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In these verses Jesus seeks out a notorious sinner named Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus
is not only overjoyed by Jesus’ acceptance of him but was totally transformed by
this encounter. A man who used to be crooked, greedy and treacherous
responded to the love of Jesus with lavish generosity to others. The crowds could
not understand why Jesus would spend time with such a man, but this is exactly
what Jesus came to do. He came to seek out and save lost people.

Check in on each other. Use this as an opportunity to show each other genuine
love. Consider stopping to pray if significant challenges are shared.

Pray: Ask God to lead you and transform you during your time together

If God came to our town, where do you think you would find him? What kind of
people do you think he would spend time with?
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“I must stay at your house today”: [Jesus] actually invites himself over to
Zacchaeus’ house… In that culture, to break bread with someone was an act of
fellowship, a sign of acceptance and identification and trust. – Mike McKinley
Jesus chose to spend time with Zacchaeus. What is the significance of Zacchaeus’
profession (v.2)? How would he have been regarded by his fellow Jews? Can you
think of an equivalent type to tax-collectors today? Is there a type of person that is
particularly despised right now in Australian culture? How do you think Jesus
would respond to this person?

Is there a type of person that you think that Jesus simply could not, and would
not, accept? Consider John 3:18, Romans 8:1, Hebrews 10:14

Luke’s emphasis: One of the great emphases of
Luke’s Gospel (together with his second book, ‘Acts’)
is the scandalously inclusive nature of God’s
salvation. This is evident both in this story and all
throughout the Gospel. Köstenberger, Kellum and
Quarles give some more examples, “In order to
indicate the universal scope of Jesus’ salvation, Jesus’
genealogy is traced back not just to Abraham, as in
Matthew, but all the way to Adam (4:1-13). In the
infancy narrative, the angel announced, ‘I proclaim to
you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people’ (2:10, emphasis added). ‘All the people’ means
that salvation brought by Jesus is not only for God’s
people, the Jews, but also for the Gentiles.”
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Zacchaeus would have crossed many ethical lines to make his riches. This was a
man ruled by the love of money. Yet, by the end of the story we see him giving
everything away (v.8). What do you think lay at the heart of this radical shift in his
life? Have you ever experienced or witnessed a similar response to God’s grace?
Should this actually be the common and typical response to salvation? Why or
why not? Consider Romans 12:1

If we relate this to our mission today, what do people in the world really need if
their lives are going to be transformed? What essentials does the Bible teach us
we need in mission? Discuss first, then consider Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8
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Consider devoting yourselves to prayer for BPCC this week. Spend a little time
each day for the next week praying that God would fill us with his Spirit and propel
us forward in mission toward others.

Pray for the ‘tax-collectors’ in our society. Ask God that he might save them and
give us a heart of compassion and love for them. Pray that God would guide us
and give us power to do the mission he has called us to as his church.
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