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To be a gospel-centred church seeking to make and grow disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

good of our community & the glory of God 
 

To make growing disciples of Jesus Christ through gospel-centred and Spirit empowered 

worship, community, service and mission. 
 

 

  We worship the triune God 

  We worship God as He has revealed Himself: Father, Son & Holy Spirit 
   

  We proclaim the gospel 

  We hold the gospel to be of first importance 
 

  We love one another 

  We love one another as Jesus loved us 
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FAITH IN LIFE 
The Letter of James 

 
The letter of James presents a clear and a bold challenge for Christians to 
walk the talk. It presents a challenge for believers to live out the faith we 

profess in the realities of our everyday lives. In fact, in the 5 short chapters 
that comprise the letter of James, there are no less than 59 commands. 

These commands are an undeniable call from God for us to walk in true faith 
and genuine obedience, so that we not only believe in Jesus and talk about 
Jesus, but also—in God’s strength and in light of God’s grace—strive to live 
like Jesus. Join us for the next 9-weeks as we submit ourselves to God’s 

Word through the letter of James, and allow Him to make us more like Jesus 
for the good of our community and the glory of His name. 

 

SERMONS 

23 April   Faith and Trial (James 1:1–18) 

30 April   Faith and Obedience (James 1:19–27) 

7 May   Faith and Favouritism (James 2:1–13) 

14 May   Mother’s Day 

21 May   Faith and Works (James 2:14–26) 

28 May   Faith and Words (James 3:1–12) 

4 June   Faith and Wisdom (James 3:13–18) 

11 June   Faith and Worldliness (James 4:1–12) 

18 June   Faith and Wealth (James 4:13–5:12) 

25 June   Faith and Prayer (James 5:13–20) 
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ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

If you miss a sermon at BPCC, there are a number of ways you can catch up. 
All sermons from BPCC are uploaded to both the church website 
(www.bpcc.com.au) and the Podcasts app through iTunes (BPCC Weekly 
Audio Sermons). On the website the sermons are available in either audio or 
video format.  
 
Additionally, if you 'like' the BPCC Facebook page  
(www.facebook.com/BrayParkCommunityChurch) you will be notified when 
the latest sermon is available. You might even consider sharing a link to the 
sermon videos through your social media accounts. You can also download 
the latest Growth Group Guide at the church website (www.bpcc.com.au/
grow/resources). 
 

 



5 

WELCOME 
The 9 lessons in this Growth Group Guide are designed to walk us through 
this challenging book of the Bible and to reveal its relevance for our lives. 
Each week we will focus on studying key passages in detail by using a number 
of basic Bible study methods. These methods fit under three fundamental 
skills that are meant to be practiced in order each week: 
 
  OBSERVE — What do I see?      
INTERPRET — What does it mean?  
    APPLY — How does it work?  

 

RESOURCES  
Most of this booklet is excerpted directly from:  
James: Faith in Action by Grace Bible Church 
 
Other resources used directly and indirectly include: 
Undivided: The Letter of James – St. Andrew’s Roseville 
James: Faith Works – Westside Church 
The Letter of James in ESV Study Bible 
James in NIV Zondervan Study Bible 
James (ZECNT) – Craig L. Blomberg and Mariam J. Kamell 
The Letter of James (Pillar NT Commentary) – Douglas J. Moo 
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THE LETTER OF JAMES 
 

James’s short letter is a call to Christian action; to living out the 
gospel we profess, not just believing it. In other words, the letter of 

James shows us what real faith looks like in real life. 
 

BACKGROUND  
Few books of the Bible have been more maligned than the little book of James. 
Martin Luther called it a “right strawy epistle.” But on closer inspection, it 
proves to be a “right stirring epistle,” designed to exhort and encourage, to 
challenge and convict, to rebuke and revive, to describe practical holiness, and 
drive believers toward the goal of a faith that works. James is severely ethical 
and refreshingly practical.  
 

AUTHORSHIP  
The author identifies himself as “James,” a name used by at least four men 
mentioned in the New Testament: (1) the son of Zebedee and brother of John 
(Mark 1:19), (2) the son of Alphaeus (Mark 3:18), (3) the father of Judas (not 
Iscariot; Luke 6:16), and (4) the half-brother of Jesus (Galatians 1:19). Upon 
studying the evidence, the final option seems most reasonable. The author is 
James, the half-brother of Jesus, who became the recognized leader in the 
Jerusalem church. This conclusion is supported by the authoritative tone of the 
letter and by the marked similarities in Greek between this epistle and the 
speech by James recorded in Acts 15. Though James was reared in the same 
home with the Lord Jesus, he apparently did not become a believer until after 
Christ’s resurrection (John 7:5; 1 Corinthians 15:7). Paul later listed James, 
Peter, and John as “those reputed to be pillars” of the church (Galatians 2:9). 
Flavius Josephus, first-century historian, records that James was martyred in 
A.D. 62, so the epistle must have been written prior to that date. Since no 
mention is made of the Jerusalem Council (A.D. 49) in which James took so 
active a role, it is likely that the letter was written between A.D. 45 and 48, 
making James perhaps the earliest of the writings of the New Testament.  
 

RECIPIENTS  
The greeting “to the 12 tribes scattered among the nations” (James 1:1) tells us 
that this letter was written to Jewish Christians of the Diaspora, who had been 
scattered from Palestine and had come to faith in Christ (1:1).  
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Several Jewish references in the book support the claim that a Jew wrote it to 
other Jews (e.g., 1:18; 2:2, 21; 3:6; 5:4, 7). In fact, the letter as a whole 
possesses a marked Jewish flavour. The book has the substance and authority 
of the Prophets and the style and beauty of the Psalms and Proverbs. 
Considered one of the General Epistles, James, like the epistles of Peter, 
John, and Jude, is a letter addressed not to individual churches or persons but 
to a larger sphere of believers.  
 

STYLE  
The Book of James is as much a lecture as it is a letter. Though it opens with 
the customary salutation of an epistle, it lacks personal references common in 
a letter and it has no concluding benediction. It was obviously prepared for 
public reading as a sermon to the congregations addressed. James included 
54 commands in his 108 verses—an average of one call for action in every 
other verse!  
 
The Book of James probably has more figures of speech, analogies, and 
imagery from nature than all Paul’s epistles together. Exhortations, rhetorical 
questions, and illustrations from everyday life give spice to this little book.  
 
In addition to his unique and innovative style, James furnishes an unusual 
number of references or parallels to other writings. He makes reference to 
Abraham, Rahab, Job, Elijah, to the Law and the Ten Commandments, and 
includes allusions to passages in 21 Old Testament books. Amazing 
parallelisms exist between James’ letter and the Sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew 5-7. James did not actually quote the Lord’s words, but he obviously 
had internalized His teachings. No other letter of the New Testament has as 
many references to the teaching of Jesus per page as does James. 
 

PURPOSE  
The purpose of this powerful letter is to exhort early believers to spiritual 
maturity and holiness of life. James told his readers how to achieve spiritual 
maturity through perseverance in trial, compassionate service to those in 
need, careful speech with one another, and contrite submission to the Lord. 
He dealt with every area of a Christian’s life: what he is, what he does, what 
he says, what he feels, and what he has.  With his somewhat stern teaching 
on practical holiness, James showed how Christian faith and Christian love 
should be expressed in a variety of actual situations. The seemingly unrelated 
parts of the book can be harmonized in light of this unified theme.  
 
The above section is excerpted from: ‘James: Faith in Action’ by Grace Bible 
Church 
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 1:1–4 
Tuesday 1 Peter 1:3–7 
Wednesday James 1:5–8 
Thursday Romans 5:1–5 
Friday  James 1:9–11 
Saturday Isaiah 40:6–8 
Sunday James 1:12–18 

WEEK 1 
FAITH AND TRIAL  

(James 1:1–18) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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1 — FAITH AND TRIAL  
James 1:1–18 
 
THEME 
Trials test faith in order to make spiritual pilgrimages complete. They are part of 
the “good gifts” (v.17) God gives his people in order to make them whole.  
(ESV Study Bible) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 1:1–18 
 
1. What key words do you notice in this passage? These are words that 

are either theologically significant or that set the theme or big idea for 
the passage.  

 
 
 
2. List themes or big ideas you find in each of these sections of this 

passage:  
 

1:1-4 
 
1:5-8  
 
1:9-11  
 
1:12 
 
1:13–18 
 
 
 

3. James is filled with vivid figurative language, especially metaphors that 
compare spiritual realities to earthly events and objects. What 
figurative language do you notice in this passage? 
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 INTERPRET 
1. What are the two ways that James instructs his readers to respond to 

trials? Look for the key verbs in 1:2-4. What does James indicate will 
be the result of these responses?  

2. What does James mean by “perfect and complete” in verse 4? (perfect 
= teleios in Greek; see 1 Corinthians 14:20, Ephesians 4:13 translated 
“mature”)  

 

3. What is the connection between “wisdom” in verse 5 and enduring 
trials? Why do we need wisdom? How do we get it?  

 

4. In verses 6–8 what does it mean to ask God for wisdom “in faith"? 
What characterizes someone who is not asking in faith? Why?  

 

5. How do verses 9–11 relate to the inevitability of trials as seen in 
verses 2–8?  

 

6. What is the “crown” of life in verse 12? What are the qualifications for 
receiving it?  
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For further study on ‘crowns’:  

 
7. Note that the word “trial” in verses 2 and 12 is the same basic Greek 

word translated “tempted” in verses 13 and 14 (noun peirasmos in 
verses 2, 12; verb peirazo in verses 13, 14). So even though “trial” and 
“tempted” seem very different in English, they are actually translations 
of the same Greek word. 

 

What does this teach us about the relationship of trials and 
temptations in our lives? How are they similar and how are they 
different? 

 

Why does James stress the fact that God is not the author of 
temptation? 

 
8. Describe in your own words the chain of events James describes in 

verses 14–16. Identify each component of the progression. Who is 
responsible for this progression?  

Believers’ Crowns 

TITLE REASON REFERENCE 

An Imperishable Crown For leading a disciplined life 1 Cor. 9:25 

A Crown of Rejoicing For evangelism and discipleship 1 Thess. 2:19 

A Crown of Righteousness For loving the Lord’s appearing 2 Tim. 4:8 

A Crown of Life For enduring trials James 1:12; Rev. 2:10 

A Crown of Glory For shepherding God’s flock faithfully 1 Pet. 5:4 
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9. In light of what you’ve learned about trials and temptation in James 
chapter 1, what do verses 16–18 reveal about God’s character and 
will?  

 

 

 APPLY 

1. What trials have you had to endure in life? How did you respond? 

2. Why is it so difficult for us to respond to trials with joy?  

3. Are there people in your life who are experiencing trials now? How can 
you encourage them this week?  

4. Spend a few minutes thinking back through the details of the last time 
you gave into a sinful temptation. Do you recall a similar progression to 
what James describes in verses 14–15? How was your experience 
similar or different?  

5. Based on your study of this scripture, practically speaking, what should 
you do the next time you face temptation?  

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members.  
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 1:19–21 
Tuesday Proverbs 10:19 
Wednesday Ephesians 4:17–24 
Thursday James 1:22–25 
Friday  John 13:12–17 
Saturday James 1:26–27 
Sunday Isaiah 1:16–17 

WEEK 2 
FAITH AND 

OBEDIENCE  
(James 1:19-27) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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2 — FAITH AND OBEDIENCE  
James 1:19-27 
 
THEME 
The authentic Christian will not only listen to the word, they will do what it says. 
James calls us to prepare to listen to the word, to truly and inwardly hear it, and 
then to do it. This kind of ‘word-in-action’ is true religion, transforming our words 
and deeds after the example of Jesus. (St. Andrews Roseville) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 1:19–27 
 
1. James contrasts two ways of “hearing” in this passage? What are they? 
 
2. List themes and big ideas for each section of this week’s passage:  
 

1:19-21 
 
1:22-25  

 
1:26-27 

 

 INTERPRET 
 
1. What does it mean to “receive with meekness the implanted word” in 

verse 21? See also Colossians 3:16, and keep in mind that James is 
writing to believers (v.19). 

 
2. A key term in the book of James is “save” (1:21; 2:14; 4:12; 5:15). To 

see how it is used throughout Scripture, look up the following 
passages: 1 Samuel 19:11; Psalm 86:1–2; Ezekiel 18:27; & James 5:19–
20. Based on this overall context, what does James mean by “save your 
souls” in verse 21? 

 
3. What does James mean by “the perfect law of freedom” (v.25)? Consider 

James 2:8 
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4. Why is James so adamant that his readers act on the word they have 
received? What are the consequences to themselves and to others 
when they don’t? 

 
5. How do verses 26–27 relate to the rest of the passage and to the 

book as a whole? How do these specific acts of obedience prevent 
one’s religion from being worthless? 

 
6. What does it mean to “visit orphans and widows” in verse 27? How 

does the example of paying attention to widows and orphans illustrate 
James’ overall point in this section?  

 
7. What does it mean to “keep oneself unstained from the world” (v.27)? 

What does it not mean? Consider Romans 12:2 and John 17:13–19. 
 

 APPLY 

1. In ordinary conversation, are you faster at listening or speaking? What 
are some ways you can put verse 19 into practice? 

2. Why do we struggle to practice what we hear in God’s word?  

3. How can you practically go from “hearing” to “doing” the word of 
God?   

4. What types of people in our society today suffer in similar ways as 
widows and orphans? What are some practical ways you can love and 
serve them? 

5. Are there any areas of your life where you have been stained by the 
influence of the world? What can you do about changing this? 

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members.  
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 2:1–7 
Tuesday Ephesians 6:5–9 
Wednesday 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 
Thursday James 2:8–11 
Friday  Matthew 5:17–20 
Saturday James 2:12–13 
Sunday Matthew 18:23–35 

WEEK 3 
FAITH AND 

FAVOURITISM  
(James 2:1-13) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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3 - FAITH AND FAVOURITISM  
James 2:1–13 
 
THEME 
Christians must not discriminate either in favour of or against anyone because such 
behaviour is inconsistent with God’s choice of the poor, the conduct of the rich, and 
the law of love. Instead, they must live in ways that anticipate the Judgment Day, 
demonstrating God’s fairness to all and his grace to believers. (Craig L. Blomberg) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 2:1–13 
 
1. What key words do you notice in this passage? 

2. What big ideas or themes do you observe in 2:1–13 that were also 
present in chapter 1? 

 

Background Article on Wealth and Poverty in the 
Ancient World 
Excerpted from ‘Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels’ by IVP 
 

In the first-century Palestinian world there were essentially two major 
groups of people, the rich and the poor. The rich included especially the wealthy high
-priestly clans. Consisting of four extended families, they must be distinguished from 
the lower clergy (e.g., Zachariah of Luke’s birth narrative) who were in general poor 
and felt oppressed by the high-priestly group. It was the chief priests who not only 
profited from the sacrifices offered in the Temple (the lower clerk officiated for only 
two weeks a year, while the high-priestly clans were always present) but also 
controlled the considerable commerce associated with that sacrifice and other 
religious activities (e.g., the activity noted in Mk 11:15-19).  

Another wealthy group was the Herodian family and retinue, whose political 
power was easily translated into wealth. It has been estimated that Herod and later 
his family may have owned more than half the land in his dominions. Gifts of land to 
faithful followers were not unusual.  
The third group of wealthy people were the remnants of the older Jewish aristocracy 
(although much of their land was confiscated by Herod and his sons) and individuals 
who had become rich through trade, tax farming or the like.  
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To be considered truly rich one had to own land, so a person would pur-
chase landholdings as he became wealthy, but such a person would not farm his 
own land. Instead, he rented it to tenant farmers and spent much of his time on 
civic and religious affairs in the city (principally, Jerusalem). This system led to the 
abuse of tenants and hired laborers. This mistreatment was seen by wealthy as 
perfectly legal, but was viewed by the poor as totally unjust (cf. Jas 5:1-6).  

A final group of wealthy people were the prosperous merchants who had 
not yet joined the land-owning aristocracy, although like them they controlled 
much of the economic life of the country. Both the land-owning and non-land-
owning groups were deeply resented by the people of the land. It was no accident 
that during the Jewish revolt of A.D. 66-70, when the common people got the up-
per hand in Jerusalem, one of their first acts was the burning of the debt records 
and the slaughter of many of the aristocrats.  

...[All four wealthy] groups at times used their power to oppress the lower 
classes. The less religious group[s] did it through sheer abuse of power. The ob-
servant (religious) group[s] justified their oppression through legal interpretation, 
which who in the eyes of Jesus was viewed as more culpable, for it appeared to 
put God on the side of injustice.  

Although there was a small middle class of some of the skilled artisans, 
land-owning farmers and merchants (and socially, although not economically, the 
lower clergy), the second major social group was the poor, the peasants, the 
‘’people of the land.’’ This group included several sub-groups.  

The best-off were the small landowners, who tended to lead a precarious 
life which depended on the harvest. A bad year or two could spell the loss of their 
land to the wealthy neighbor who lent them seed after the first crop failure. It 
could also mean the starvation of their family. The tenant farmers were next best-
off, although they had to pay their landlord his due before providing for their own 
families. Worst off were those without land (and without the skills of artisans), the 
hired laborers and the beggars. They were the truly poor. Their hand-to-mouth 
existence was considered hardly worth living. Mixed in among these various levels 
of poorer people were such trades as fishermen and carpenters, whose social level 
depended on their relative prosperity, even though they were landless. Zebedee, 
for example, appears to have been relatively prosperous, for he had hired men on 
his boats, not simply family. Jesus’ family, on the other hand, offered the sacrifice 
of the poor when he was born (Lk 2:24), but it is possible that when established 
back in Galilee they may have had a higher (if still modest) standard of living, 
which skilled work could at times command.  
...However defined, the poor lived on the edge of existence even in the best of 
times, for to be in an agricultural economy without owning sufficient productive 
land to provide security is to be economically marginal. Yet the first century was 
not the best of times. Even if they managed to scrape by in normal years, the first 
century included years of famine, especially in the 40’s. This threat could never be 
far from any of the poorer people.  
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Then there were Roman (or Herodian) taxes to pay and on top of that the 
Law prescribed a tithe (which could amount to from seventeen to twenty-three per 
cent of one’s gross income).  

...Judaism in general did not have any problem with wealth. Possessions 
were not viewed as evil. Indeed, because of the OT stories of Abraham, Solomon 
and Job, there was a tendency to connect wealth with the blessing of God (the 
piety-prosperity equation), but while for the most part this attitude continued in 
the first century, it was modified in two directions. On the one hand, the empirical 
observation was made that wealth tended to beget greed and the abuse of power. 
And in a society in which the supply of wealth was believed to be limited, any 
gathering of wealth which was not clearly from God was suspected of being done 
through such abuse. In fact, in the light of the experience of the righteous under 
the Seleucid rulers and later the Hasmoneans and Herods, it even appeared that 
most wealth was gained by injustice and that righteousness tended to make one 
poor. Some intertestamental writers questioned if there were any wealthy people 
who were righteous (Sir 31:3- 10). On the other hand, the same authors made it 
clear that a wealthy person could be righteous or honourable (especially if the 
wealth had been inherited) and the way that he or she could demonstrate this 
righteousness was through charity. Thus, in Jewish tradition Abraham and Job 
were singled out as being wealthy persons who were righteous because they ex-
celled in generosity.  

 
After reading the background article on the rich and poor in the ancient world, 
answer the following questions: 

 
3. How were the divisions between the rich and poor different than they 

are in Australia today?  

4. What were some of the reasons why people were poor in the New Tes-
tament era?  

5. How did people become rich in the New Testament era?  

6. Why would church leaders in James’ day have been tempted to give 
preferential treatment to the rich?  

 

 INTERPRET 

1. Why is it evil to make distinctions among others? Consider Ephesians 
4:1–3 and 1 Peter 3:8. At the root, why is this happening among these 
believers?  
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2. James addresses the rich and poor in his culture in verses 5–7, what prin-
ciples can we learn from his instruction?  

 
3. How does this differ from a typical view of wealth and poverty? See 1 

Corinthians 1:26-29 for additional insight into the things God values.  
 
3. James introduces the “royal law” in verse 8 as the law given by the true 

King, Jesus. It is expressed here as “you shall love your neighbour as your-
self” and is also seen in Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:34-40 and Galatians 
5:14. It is “royal” in that it is primary, governing all other laws dealing 
with human relationships.  

 
How then is a person judged by this law in the case of showing partiality?  

  
How does James help us to understand how all laws fit under the royal 
law?  

 
4. In verses 9-13, why is it important to recognize ourselves as transgres-

sors of the law? What are we commanded to do? Why?  
 

 APPLY 

1. In your personal life, who have you been tempted to dismiss or look 
down upon (could be a specific person or a group)? On the other hand, 
are you guilty of favouring any social group or class above another? 
What are the reasons behind this partiality (past experiences, personal 
motives, upbringing, comfort level, etc.)? 

 
2. What specific thing will you do this week to demonstrate mercy to some-

one you would normally avoid, exclude, or dismiss? 
 
3. What are some stereotypes that are placed on both the poor and the rich 

today? What are some ways you could begin to understand the truth 
about this subject? 

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members.  
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 2:14–17 
Tuesday 1 John 3:17–18 
Wednesday James 2:18–20 
Thursday Matthew 7:16–17 
Friday  Genesis 15:1–6 
Saturday Joshua 2:1–22, 6:22–23 
Sunday James 2:21–26 

WEEK 4 
FAITH AND 

WORKS 
(James 2:14-26) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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4 - FAITH AND WORKS 
James 2:1–13 
 
THEME 
James reinforces the importance of Christian behaviour in light of the coming day of 
judgement by insisting that “deeds” or works, are the inevitable outcome of true 
faith. (NIV Zondervan Study Bible) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 2:14–26 
 
1. What key words do you notice in this passage? 

2. What question does this passage seek to answer? 

3. What themes or ideas from earlier in the book do you see repeated here? 

 

 INTERPRET 

Outline of 2:14–26:  
2:14  Introduction to the subject: faith that is not accompanied by 

works is useless to others and will not deliver the non-
working believer from harsh evaluation by God.  

2:15-16  Case study to illustrate the subject  
2:17  Restatement of the subject   

2:18  Objection against the subject   

2:19  Rebuttal to the objection   

2:20  Rebuttal to the objection and restatement of subject   

2:21-26  Two biblical examples that support the subject.  
 

1. In this passage, James is making a distinction between faith alone, 
without good works, and faith joined with good works. Verse 14 clearly 
implies that faith without works cannot “save” us. But save us from what?  
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Here are some hints to help you answer this question:  
 

The Greek word sozo (translated “save”) simply means “to rescue, 
to deliver.” James actually gives us the answer in the verses that 

immediately precede and immediately follow this passage (2:12-
13 and 3:1).  

 
Paul speaks about a similar works-based judgment in 1 
Corinthians 3:10-15 and 2 Corinthians 5:9-10. Look up these 
passages to see what good works will “save” us from.  

 
2. What does James mean in verse 17 when he says that “faith without 

works is dead”? Use the following steps to help you answer this 
question:  

 
What does James mean by “dead” in verse 17? See James 1:15 
 
Compare verse 17 with verse 20. How does this help you 
understand what he means by “dead”? 
 

Consider the imagery of verse 26. How is faith without works 
similar to a body without a spirit? 

 
3. When James says that Abraham and Rahab were justified by their 

obedient actions, what exactly does he mean? Think through the 
following: 

 
What were the results of Abraham’s obedience as seen in 
vv. 21-24? 
What were the results of Rahab’s obedience as seen in  
vv. 25-26? 

 
4. Compare Romans 3:28 and 4:1-25 with James 2:21-24. Did Paul and 

James preach the same gospel or were they at war with one another? 
How do you explain the apparent contradiction in these passages? 
Hint: discover the range of meaning for the word “justified” (dikaioo in 
Greek). For further help consider some of the resources below. 
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Faith and Works: Paul vs. James 

This question of justification… is easily resolved if we examine the possible meanings 
of the term justify and apply them within the context of the respective passages. The 
term justify may mean (1) to restore to a state of reconciliation with God those who 
stand under the judgment of his law or (2) to demonstrate or vindicate or prove. (R.C. 
Sproul) 
 
The primary way in which Paul uses the word “justify” (Gk. dikaioō) emphasizes the 
sense of being declared righteous by God through faith, on the basis of Jesus’ atoning 
sacrifice (Rom. 3:24–26), whereas the primary way that James uses the word 
“justify” (Gk. dikaioō) here in James 2:21 seems to emphasize the way in which works 
demonstrate that someone has been justified, as evidenced by the good works that 
the person does (cf. Matt. 12:33–37). (ESV Study Bible) 
 
Whenever one encounters an apparent contradiction, it's good to keep in mind a 
basic rule: Always first explore the possibility of a reconciliation between the two. 
Not all statements that appear to contradict actually do. Take the two statements 
"Napoleon was a very big man" and "Napoleon was not a big man; he was a small 
man." At first glance, these two sentences appear contradictory. The word "big" is 
equivocal (ambiguous), though. It can mean two different things. Napoleon was a big 
man regarding his impact in history, but was small in physical size. Consult any 
dictionary and you'll discover that virtually every word has more than one meaning.  
 
The word "justify" is no different. It has two meanings, not just one. In addition to 
"absolve, declare free of blame," it can also mean "to demonstrate or prove to be just, 
right or valid; to show to be well founded." In the case of salvation, the first is the 
cause; the second is the effect. This second definition is what is usually in view when 
we use the word "justify" in English. "Justify your position," we say. We're asking for 
evidence; we want proof. The Bible frequently uses this sense of the word, too. Jesus 
taught that a person's true nature will be evident in his conduct: “The good man out 
of his good treasure brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil 
treasure brings forth what is evil. And I say to you, that every careless word that men 
shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment. For by your words 
you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned” (Matt. 12:35–36). 
Jesus teaches here that the man with good treasure brings forth good fruit, which 
"justifies" him. This external display demonstrates the quality of the man within. This 
is not justification in the sense of salvation. One's words don't absolve him (first 
definition). Rather, they bear testimony of the inner man (second definition). 
 
James and Paul go together. Like two sides of the same coin, they don't conflict with 
each other; they complement each other. Both teach us something vital. Paul looks 
at what goes on internally; James talks about the external results. Paul says, "We're 
saved by faith." James says, "This is what saving faith looks like." (Greg Koukl) 



29 

 

 APPLY 

1. How would you answer someone who asks the question, “How do you 
know you are a Christian?”   

2. How would you respond to someone who says they believe in God but 
have no desire to change their lives (read or obey God’s Word)? 

3. How would you help a new Christian who comes across James 2 for the 

first time and is deeply troubled at the thought that they are not ‘good 
enough’ to be a Christian?  

4. From your study of this section, what is James calling us to do?  

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members.  

NOTES: 
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 3:1–6 
Tuesday 1 John 1:1–10 
Wednesday Psalm 120:1–2 
Thursday Proverbs 16:27 
Friday  James 3:7–12 
Saturday Romans 3:9–18 
Sunday Matthew 15:1–11 

WEEK 5 
FAITH AND 

WORDS 
(James 3:1-12) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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5 - FAITH AND WORDS  
James 3:1-12 
 
THEME 
Having urged us to show love and mercy to the poor of the world (2:8-26), James 
now applies the ‘royal law’ of love to the way we speak to other human beings made 
in the ‘likeness of God’. (St. Andrews Roseville) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 3:1–12 
 
1. What key words do you notice in this passage?  

2. List themes or big ideas from earlier in the book of James that you see 
repeated here.  

3. List all of the different images James uses in this passage to describe the 
tongue and its power. 

 

 INTERPRET 

1. This passage begins with a sober warning. Why do our words incur 
judgment? Why do teachers receive an even stricter judgment? 

2. What are the points being made in each of James’ images of the tongue: 
(a) bits and rudders in verses 3–4, (b) fire in verses 5–6, (c) wild animals in 
verses 7–8?  

3. Look carefully at each phrase of verse 6. How is the tongue like a fire? 

See Proverbs 16:27–28 and 26:18–22.  
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4. How does the tongue defile the rest of the body? See Matthew 15:17–
20 

5. What does James mean when he says that the tongue is set on fire by 
hell itself? Is this true of believers and/or unbelievers?  

6. What irony does James describe in verses 8–12? How does it illustrate 
the struggle we have to control the tongue?  

 

 APPLY 

1. What are some ways you use words to harm others? Think of specific 
examples. Can you identify any situations or patterns in which you are 
prone to hurt others with your speech (particular emotions, times, 
people, or environments)?  

 

2. This week, ask a close friend to give you some honest feedback about 
your speech. Then determine some practical steps you can take to 
allow the Spirit to have greater influence over the words you use. 

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members.  
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 3:13–16 
Tuesday Matthew 5:1–12 
Wednesday Colossians 3:1–10 
Thursday James 3:17–18 
Friday  Proverbs 11:18 
Saturday Galatians 6:7–8 
Sunday Matthew 15:1–11 

WEEK 6 
FAITH AND 
WISDOM 

(James 3:13-18) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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“Wisdom from above” 

  

  

  

  

“Wisdom not from above” 

  

  

  

  

6 - FAITH AND WISDOM  
James 3:13-18 
 
THEME 
True biblical wisdom manifests itself in virtues that foster peace rather than 
division. (NIV Zondervan Study Bible)  
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 3:13–18 
 
1. What repeated words or ideas do you notice in this passage?  

2. List all that James says about:  

 













 INTERPRET 

1. In verses 14–18, how does behaviour (speech and actions) reveal 
the type of wisdom a person is relying upon? What are the results 
or fruit of each?  
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2. The biblical concept of “peace” is one of completion, wholeness, 
fullness, soundness and integrity. Look up the following verses to see 
the scope of this concept throughout Scripture: Numbers 6:24-26; 
Isaiah 26:3; Romans 5:1, Philippians 4:6-7; and James 2:16.  

  How does this help you understand the three uses of this word  
  in verses 17–18?  
 
 
3. It seems that wisdom is part of our inward ‘operating system’ which 

gives rise to our words and our deeds. What steps might a person take 
if they wanted to change/upgrade their wisdom?  

 
  After sharing your initial thoughts, consider how the following  
  passages of Scripture might help: James 1:2-5;  
  Colossians 1:9-10; 1 Corinthians 1:28-30.  
 

 

 APPLY 

1. Verse 13 begins with a question, so let’s answer it. Who is the wisest 
person you know, or have known? Why do you say that? How did they 
show their wisdom?  

2. How can you begin to identify the source of wisdom you are relying 
upon in everyday life? 

3. Think of a recent example when you acted out of jealousy or 
selfishness and it created conflict with another person. What did you 
do? What have you done to bring about healing? What can you do? 

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members.  
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 4:1–3 
Tuesday Romans 7:13–25 
Wednesday James 4:4–6 
Thursday 1 John 2:15–17 
Friday  James 4:7–10 
Saturday 1 Peter 5:5–11 
Sunday James 4:11–12 

WEEK 7 
FAITH AND 

WORLDLINESS 
(James 41-12) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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7 - FAITH AND WORLDLINESS  
James 4:1-12 
 
THEME 
Christians should reject strife and humbly submit to God in order to be his rather 
than the world’s friends. A key test case for demonstrating this transformation 
involves how one speaks to and about other people. (Craig L. Blomberg) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 4:1–12 
 
1. In this passage, James rebukes his readers using surprising, even shocking 

language. List a few examples. 

2. List all of the commands found in this passage (or simply underline them). 

3. List themes or big ideas for each of the following sections in the passage: 

4:1–3 
 
4:4–6 
 
4:7–10 
 
4:11–12 
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 INTERPRET 

1. The previous section (3:13-4:3) discusses relational turmoil among 
believers. James 4:1 asks a question regarding the source of this 
turmoil. How does this section (4:4-17) help answer this question?  

2. There is no evidence in the book of James that his audience has 
committed marital infidelity. So why does James call them “adulterous” 
in verse 4? What similarities connect their specific sins with adultery? 
What does this tell us about the spiritual state of James’ audience?  

3. What does it mean to be a “friend” of the world (v.4)? Is James calling 
us to separate ourselves from this world or does he have something 
else in mind? See James 1:27, John 17:14-18, and 1 John 2:15-17.  

4. In verses 6-10, James calls his readers to repentance and reconciliation. 
What is significant about the contrast between pride and humility (v.6)?  

5. Identify each command and its result (vv.7-10):  

 
 

Command Result 
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 APPLY 

1. In which relationships or areas of your life do you most struggle with 
pride?  

2. Meditate on 4:7-10. Use these verses as a guide to confessing and 
repenting of the pride you’ve identified in your life. 

3. More than merely avoiding séances and fortune-tellers, ‘resisting the 
Devil’ (v.7) ought to have a very practical edge for us. In what very 
practical ways, in our culture and time, might we need to resist the 
work of Satan? Keep in mind the context of the surrounding verses. 

4. Consider the following scenarios and discuss how you might respond: 

A friend describes Christianity as merely personal and private 
spirituality that does not address the problems of our society. 
From James 4:1-12, how might you gently correct this 
misunderstanding?  

Another friend describes Christianity as a moralistic set of rules 
that leaves the guilt-burdened believer constantly feeling in 
God’s debt. With reference to this passage, how might you 
graciously respond?  

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members.  
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NOTES: 



44 

READING NOTES: 

Monday James 4:13–17 
Tuesday Luke 12:35–48 
Wednesday James 5:1–6 
Thursday 1 Timothy 6:6–10 
Friday  Matthew 6:19–21 
Saturday James 5:7–12 
Sunday 1 Peter 4:7–11 

WEEK 8 
FAITH AND 
WEALTH 

(James 4:13-5:12) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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8 - FAITH AND WEALTH  
James 4:13-5:12 
 
THEME 
James addresses arrogant merchants, rich oppressors, and the faithful oppressed, 
and reminds them all of the justice and compassion of God, who will make all things 
right at the coming of Christ. (St. Andrew’s Roseville) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 4:13—5:12 
 
1. What themes, ideas, or key words from earlier in the book of James do 

you see repeated here?  

2. List themes or big ideas you find in each of these sections of this passage:  
 

4:13–17 
 
5:1-6  
 
5:7-12  
 
 

A note on structure 
Excerpted from St. Andrews Roseville -– Undivided Study 10 

 
 The passage is in three parts but it is one unified, self-contained unit. 

4:13-17 and 5:1-6 are linked by the repetition of the identical 
introductory expression, “Now listen, you…” (merchants, 4:13 / rich, 5:1). 
The third part, 5:7-11, functions as a conclusion, beginning with the 
inferential conjunction ‘then / therefore’ (5:7).  

 
 The middle section against ‘the rich’ (5:1-6) is an example of the literary 

style of ‘prophetic lament’, where a speaker dramatically denounces an 
oppressor for the comfort of the oppressed. There is no expectation that 
the oppressor hears the message. Other biblical examples include Ezekiel 
29:1-4 (against Egypt) and Luke 10:13-15 (against Chorazin, Bethsaida, 
and Capernaum).  
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 INTERPRET 

1. How is James’ warning about boasting (4:13–17) related to his warning 
to the ungodly rich people (5:1–6)? What attitude is found in both 
groups of people? 

2. What errors regarding the use of wealth does James address in 5:1–6? 
Why are these sins so destructive to our relationships with God and 
others?  

3. In verses 7–11, James is prescribing patience for both the rich and the 
poor. Specifically, why does each type of person need patience?  

4. Describe how a proper perspective on patience can be informed by the 
following:  

A correct view of time (verse 7)  

 

The return of Jesus (verses 7-9)  

 

The example of the prophets (verse 10)  

 

The example of Job (verse 11)  

 
5. How does this perspective help us expand our capacity for patience?  

6. What is the point of verse 12? What does swearing an oath indicate 
about the person’s attitude and source of trust? How does this verse 
summarize the teaching of the entire previous section (5:1-12)?  
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 APPLY 

1. “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim 6:10). Spend a few 
minutes cataloguing the ways in which greed ruins and disfigures God’s 
world.  

2. What principles have you learned from the book of James that guide 
how you could grow and use your wealth in a way that honours God?  

3. What areas of your life tend to bring out impatience in you?  

4. The third section (5:7-11) is addressed to downtrodden believers. Few 
Christians in the West are in any way economically and spiritually op-
pressed, but that is the experience of many believers around the world 
today, in Asia and the Middle East. Put yourselves in their shoes, and 
reflect on what treasures a downtrodden believer might find in 5:1-11.  

5. How would you respond to an unsympathetic friend who suggested 
that all talk of Jesus ‘coming again’ as ‘Judge’ (5:8b, 9b) is nothing but 
pie-in-the-sky, and that religion itself is an escapist ideology invented 
to help people cope with the harsh realities of life? 

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members. 
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NOTES: 
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READING NOTES: 

Monday James 5:13–16 
Tuesday Colossians 3:15–17 
Wednesday Psalm 50:7–15 
Thursday James 5:17–18 
Friday  1 Kings 18 
Saturday James 5:19–30  
Sunday Matthew 18:15–20 

WEEK 9 
FAITH AND 

PRAYER 
(James 5:13-20) 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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9 - FAITH AND PRAYER 
James 5:13-20 
 
THEME 
Christians should deal with suffering, sickness, and sin by intercession with God and 
intervention in the lives of fellow believers. Sometimes sin will be one of the direct 
causes of suffering or sickness and sometimes it will not. When it is, confession 
becomes crucial. In all situations, prayer proves powerful. (Craig L. Blomberg) 
 

 OBSERVE 
Read James 5:13–20 
 
1. What repeated words or ideas do you notice in this passage?  

2. What themes, ideas, or key words from earlier in the book of James do 
you see repeated here?  



INTERPRET 

1. What circumstances are described in verse 13? What do the commands 
in this verse reveal about a proper perspective toward of all life 
circumstances?  

2. The subjects of verses 14-16 are prayer and personal confession.  

 
What is significant about praying and anointing with oil in the 
name of the Lord (verse 14)? Also see: Mark 6:13, Luke 10:34, 
John 14:12–14 and 1 John 5:13–15.  
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Verses 15–16 show that these prayers can result in one or more 
outcomes. What do each of the following results mean?  

 
Restore 

  
Raise up 

  
Forgiven  

 
Healed  
 

In light of the relational issues addressed throughout the book 
James, what is the significance of the command to confess sin 
and pray “for one another” in verse 16?  

 
3. Why would James direct the elders to pray for the sick? Why do they 

have this special responsibility? See 1 Peter 5:1-3 and Hebrews 13:17.  

4. How do verses 19-20 relate to the overall purpose and theme of the 
book?  

5. What does “save his soul from death” mean in verse 20? Is this physical 
death or spiritual death? How do you know? 
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APPLY 

1. In times of severe trouble, people tend to either run from God in self-
reliance or run to God in prayer. Which are you more prone to do? 
What forms of prayer do you find helpful in times of trouble? Here are 
some other examples from the Psalms: Psalm 3:1-8; Psalm 6:1-10; 
Psalm 69:1-13.  

2. To be happy is wonderful, but with happiness goes the hidden threat 
that we may turn from God in self-reliance instead of turning to God in 
praise. Why is praising God good for us? What other reasons for 
praising God do these Psalms give us: Psalm 68:3-6; Psalm 96:3-5; 
Psalm 145:1-8  

3. Praying for God to ‘heal the sick’ or ‘lift up the weak’ (vv.14–15) 
follows naturally from verse 13, but sometimes we can get hung up on 
this kind of prayer. Why might this be?   

  What is the nature of the link between ‘sin’ and ‘sickness’   
  suggested by verses 15–16?   

  Have you ever prayed for healing and seen a dramatic answer?  

4. Although only implied by the context, a Christian friend straying from 
the truth is also an occasion for prayer (vv.19-20). Having prayed 
earnestly, what do you think is the best approach when a Christian 
friend strays from the truth?  
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5. You gather up all your courage and offer to pray for a work colleague 
who is facing a serious illness. How might you respond when they re-
ply, “Thanks, but prayer never seems to work”?  

6. How does your prayer life compare to what James describes? What 
will you do this week to deepen your prayer life?  

 

PRAY 

End your study by returning to God in Prayer. Thank Him for what you have 
learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have chosen, 
and lay before Him the needs of your fellow Growth Group members. 

NOTES: 
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