To be a gospel-centred church seeking to make and grow disciples of Jesus Christ for the
good of our community & the glory of God
To make growing disciples of Jesus Christ through gospel-centred and Spirit empowered
worship, community, service and mission.
We worship the triune God
We worship God as He has revealed Himself: Father, Son & Holy Spirit
We proclaim the gospel
We hold the gospel to be of first importance
We love one another
We love one another as Jesus loved us
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How can we remain faithful to God in a world that rejects him? How can we live
courageously and confidently when those around us think we are deluded, crazy,
or even evil? These are important questions to consider at a time and place like
ours where the Christian faith is increasingly maligned and marginalised. Join us
for a six-week sermon series in the book of Daniel, as we discover how four
young men of faith responded—and even thrived—when they found themselves
in a foreign land with their faith under fire.

WEEK 1 – In It, But Not of It – Daniel 1
WEEK 2 – Serve God, Wherever You Are – Daniel 2
WEEK 3 – Obey God, Even When It Hurts – Daniel 3
WEEK 4 – Humble Yourself, Even If You’re King – Daniel 4
WEEK 5 – Honour God, Even When Others Don’t – Daniel 5
WEEK 6 – Trust God, Even in the Lion’s Den – Daniel 6
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This Growth Group booklet is designed, ideally, to be used in a Growth Group. Anyone can join a Growth Group, whether you love and follow Jesus, or you are interested in learning more about who Jesus is and what it means to follow him. However, if
you are not part of a Growth Group but want to study along with the rest of the
church, this Growth Group booklet may also be used profitably for individual study.
The OPEN section is designed to introduce the main theme to be studied that week.
Usually open-ended and not too specific, this is hopefully a question that will allow
everyone to contribute and get discussion going.
The DIG section will provide the bulk of the questions with the aim to really dig into
the Bible and discover what God is saying to us in His Word. However, this is not
simply a cold search for facts about God, but rather it is a search for more of God!
We want to know him and love him more! So, as we explore the text together, these
questions will also hopefully bring the truth to bear on our hearts and lives, and more
importantly point us to the one in whom we see God clearly and the one who ties
the whole Bible together: Jesus Christ.
The REFLECT section is designed to help crystalize all that has been discussed and
hopefully direct us towards some possible actions steps or heart changes that we may
need to make.
A few PRAYER points will also be provided, for the group to pray through together.
Take the time to read through these and then spend a sufficient amount of time praying through them, as well as through any requests or needs of the group.
We have prayed and are praying that this Growth Group booklet would be a blessing
to you and that it may serve to help you know Jesus more and so GROW in Christlikeness.
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Growth Groups are an essential part of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ
and a part of the church family at BPCC. Simply, BPCC exists to make growing disciples
of Jesus Christ through gospel-centred and Spirit-empowered worship, community,
service and mission. The context for community at BPCC is primarily found in Growth
Groups and it is in Growth Groups where we fulfil our calling to grow in grace and
Christ-likeness (Rom. 6:1-23; 2 Pet. 3:18).
As believers we both need and are commanded to have brothers and sisters in our lives
who can speak God’s truth to us, exhort us, encourage us and spur us on towards love
and good deeds (Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24; Rom. 12:10; Gal. 5:13). Due to its size and nature,
a weekend worship service can be a difficult setting to form deep friendships where you
can be challenged or encouraged by others who know you well and want God’s best for
you. So, we have found the best place to live out the communal nature of discipleship
and the Christian faith is in smaller groups.
Growth Groups are made up of men and women from all generations and walks of life.
We are bound together not by common interests, common age or common ethnicity,
but by a common Saviour. Growth Groups meet throughout the week for fellowship,
care, prayer, accountability, sharing stories and studying God’s Word.

Of course, there are a myriad of reasons you could find to not be in a Growth Group:
I’m too busy. I find groups uncomfortable. I don't need other people prying into my life.
And, certainly, no group is or will be perfect, nor will any two groups be exactly the
same. We don’t expect them to be. Because people are messy, groups are messy. But,
quite simply, you cannot live the Christian life outside of Christian community. Jesus said
we are to “love one another,” (John 13:34-35) and the only way we can do that is if we
are involved in “one another’s” lives.
So, it is our deep conviction and prayer that all those who are a part of BPCC be
involved in a Growth Group. It will be encouraging, life-giving and, at times, challenging,
but in the end it will be worth it as we together “behold the glory of Jesus Christ” and
are “transformed into his image, from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18).

 Register your interest online at www.bpcc.com.au/grow
 Visit the Connections Centre after a Sunday Service
 Phone the church office on 3882 1989 (office hours 9am-3pm Mon-Fri)
Register your interest, in any of the ways listed above and one of our team will be in
contact with you, to help find a suitable group for you.
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The book of Daniel is made up of two distinct halves—chapters 1–6 and chapters 7–12.
The first half contains deceptively simple stories of faith under pressure in the lives of
Daniel and his three friends, while the second half contains four apocalyptic visions given
to Daniel. Even though there is a dramatic contrast in genre between the two halves of
the book, the overall message is the same: In spite of present circumstances, God is in control
and will ultimately be victorious.
This sermon series—Faith in a Secular World—will concentrate solely on the first half of
the book, and the stories of Daniel and his friends in Babylon.

The book of Daniel opens with the king of Judah (the leader of God’s people)
under siege from the powerful Babylonian empire, and with some of the brightest and
best of God’s people taken into exile in Babylon. Among those taken into exile and
forced to serve in the palace of the Babylonian king is a young noble man named Daniel,
and three of his friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. In the courts of Babylon, these
four young men face significant hostility and persecution for their faith in God. In fact,
each chapter in the first half of Daniel brings with it a fresh challenge to their faith in
God.
The book of Daniel, then, teaches us what it means to live faithful lives of
obedience to God, despite being surrounded by people of different worldviews,
ideologies, and religious views. And perhaps surprisingly, the book of Daniel
teaches us that, rather than retreat from the culture or rage against the culture,
God calls us, like he called Daniel, to stay faithful to him and to seek the good of the
cities and places where he has put us.
But the book of Daniel, of course, is not ultimately a story about Daniel.
It is ultimately a story about God. While the exile to Babylon must surely have
caused great confusion and fear for God’s people, the book of Daniel reminds us that it
was, in fact, the “Lord who gave” Judah (and Daniel and his friends) into the king’s hand
(1:2). This tells us that the book of Daniel, like the entire Bible, isn’t about Daniel’s
power, goodness, courage, and faithfulness; it is about God’s power, goodness, and
faithfulness to rescue his people despite their disobedience and faithlessness.
In this way, Daniel ultimately points us to Jesus, who left the very presence of God to
enter the brokenness of this world, not to condemn it, but in order to redeem and save
it (John 3:17). This means, as God sent Jesus into the world, and as God sent Daniel into
Babylon, so also God sends us to bring about his kingdom on earth as it is in heaven, no
matter the situation we may find ourselves in.
“[Daniel’s] …reminder that God is in control and will win the final victory provides confidence
for living in the present and hope to face the future.” — Iain. M. Duguid
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Source: ESV Study Bible

In order to help us read the book of Daniel faithfully and apply it correctly, we
must properly understand two important biblical-theological terms used widely,
and quite uniquely, in Daniel — Babylon and exile.

Generally, in the Bible any mention of Babylon is negative. It begins with the
ungodly ambition of the people building the tower of Babel in Genesis 11 and ends in
Revelation, the last book of the Bible, where Babylon comes to symbolize corrupt
power, the evil influences of sin and idolatry, and all anti-God inclinations (Rev. 14:7–
8). That is, from Genesis to Revelation Babylon maintains a significant presence as both
a historical empire and a symbol of opposition to God and His people.
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However, there is an intriguing passage in Jeremiah 29 that shows us,
while the negative perspective on Babylon is not wrong, it is somewhat
incomplete. In Jeremiah 29:4–7, God instructs those exiled in Babylon to “seek the
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile” (v.7) and to offer prayers on its behalf.
This is because, in the words of David Helm, “…he (God) intends to bless it while God’s
people are at home there. And by blessing Babylon, God intends to provide for the welfare of his
own people” (p.10).
Thus, while other biblical prophets hold a solely negative view of Babylon, Daniel
does not. As Helm explains: “Instead, like the book of Jonah (which shows God’s
love for the Assyrians), Daniel demonstrates another side of God. This book shows that God
intends to do more than merely judge an ungodly nation. Instead, he offers a saving word to
those under his wrath. And for that, he will need his people dwelling there. They will need to be
at home in Babylon, revealing God’s king and kingdom in ways that ultimately find their
fulfillment in Christ” (p.11).
Such a view of Babylon should significantly shape the way in which we relate to
our culture and nation. That is, because we, too, are strangers and exiles in a
foreign land (Heb. 11:13–16), we should also pray for, serve, and seek the good of the
nation, cities, suburbs, and communities in which God has placed us.
Food for Thought
What does it mean for us to seek the welfare of the city where God has placed us?

Similar to Babylon, in the Bible the theme of exile carries largely negative connotations.
Beginning with Adam and Eve’s banishment from the garden of God’s dwelling
place (Gen. 3), exiles are those who have been driven out from God’s presence as just
punishment for sin. But again, the book of Daniel, and an intriguing passage in Jeremiah
24, adds a level of nuance to this understanding.
In Jeremiah 24:5–6 we are told that those who have been exiled in Babylon have
not been banished by God, but rather chosen by God to flourish even in exile.
Moreover, God actually goes on to say in verses 8–9 that those who remained in
Judah, not the exiles, are the ones under God’s wrath.
The point is, in the book of Daniel, those in exile were to be considered as God’s
blessed people. And, as Helm concludes, “…to be asked to live in Babylon, as
Daniel was, was to find oneself at the centre of God’s positive mission in the world”
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(p.11). Again, this should inform the way that we as strangers and exiles relate to
our culture and our nation. We should not consider suffering and persecution and
misunderstanding as a result of our faith as God’s curse upon us, but rather view
it as God’s blessing (Matt. 5:11; 2 Tim. 3:12), and use it to spur us on to involvement in
God’s mission in our nation, city, suburbs and communities.
Food for Thought
How does this understanding of exile help us to grasp our mission in this world?
NB: The above discussion is based upon ‘Daniel For You’ by David Helm, pp. 8–12

I. Daniel and the Three Friends in a Foreign Court (1:1–21)
II. God’s Wisdom Versus Babylonian Wisdom (2:1–49)
III. The Image of God and the Blazing Furnace (3:1–30)
IV. The King’s Pride Humbled (4:1–37)
V. The Writing on the Wall (5:1–31)
VI. Daniel in the Lions’ Den (6:1–28)
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Alistair Begg—Faith Under Fire: A Study in the Book of Daniel
Timothy Keller—Daniel: Living by Faith in a Secular World
Living Stones Church—God in the Secular World: Daniel 1–6

The Bible Project—Daniel (jointhebibleproject.com)

Larry Osborne—Thriving in Babylon: Why Hope, Humility, & Wisdom Matter in a Godless Culture
John C. Lennox—Against the Flow: The Inspiration of Daniel in an Age of Relativism
Mark Sayers—Disappearing Church: From Cultural Relevance to Gospel Resilience
David Kinnaman—Good Faith: Being a Christian When Society Thinks You're Irrelevant & Extreme
Stephen McAlpine— Stage Two Exile: Are you ready for it?

Tremper Longmann III—Daniel (NIV Application Commentary)
Dale Ralph Davis—The Message of Daniel (The Bible Speaks Today)
Joyce Baldwin—Daniel (Tyndale Old Testament Commentary)
Bryan Chapell—The Gospel According to Daniel: A Christ-Centred Approach
David Helm—Daniel For You (God’s Word For You)

Living Stones Church—God in the Secular World: Daniel 1–6 (Discipleship Guide)
Crosspointe Lake Nona—Daniel: Thriving in Turbulent Times (Study Guide)
NIV Zondervan Study Bible
ESV Study Bible
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If you miss a sermon at BPCC, there are a number of ways you can catch up. All
sermons from BPCC are uploaded to both the church website (www.bpcc.com.au)
and the Podcasts app through iTunes (BPCC Weekly Audio Sermons). On the
website the sermons are available in either audio or video format.
Additionally, if you 'like' the BPCC Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/BrayParkCommunityChurch) you will be notified when the
latest sermon is available. You might even consider sharing a link to the sermon
videos through your social media accounts. You can also download the latest
Growth Group Guide at the church website (www.bpcc.com.au/grow/resources).
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After being taken into captivity by the Babylonian empire, Daniel and the people of
God are forced to discover what it means to stay faithful to God while living in exile in
a foreign nation. Daniel and three of his friends quickly discover that even though they
are not in the land of God’s people, they are still God’s people. This truth empowers
the four young men to remain obedient to God and yet still be a blessing to their
captors and to serve them in such a way that causes the society
and culture around them to flourish (Jer. 29:5–7).

Monday – Daniel 1:1–7
Tuesday – 2 Kings 23:36—24:17
Wednesday – Daniel 1:8–16
Thursday – Jeremiah 29:1–9
Friday – Daniel 1:17–21
Saturday – Jeremiah 29:10–23

1. What is your favourite vegetable? Would you like to eat only vegetables?
2. How does Daniel’s example show us how to live in a world where many people do
not believe God is the King of everything?
3. In this chapter, Daniel was humble and obedient. What does it mean to be humble?
Discuss some ways in which Jesus was humble and obedient.

“But Daniel determined that he would not defile himself by eating the king’s food or drinking
his wine, so he asked the head of the palace staff to exempt him from the royal diet.”
DANIEL 1:8
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What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

Read Daniel 1:1–8
1. How do you think Daniel felt as he was forcibly taken from his homeland?
When are you tempted to feel hopeless? Where do you turn for hope?

2. What is the significance of the fact that it was “the Lord who gave” his
people into exile (v.2)? Does this confuse or comfort you? Why?

3. What do we learn about Daniel and his friends from verses 3–8? What
would have made it difficult for them to remain faithful to God in the midst
of their new culture?

4. In what ways is faith under pressure in our culture? In what situations do
you find it most difficult to remain faithful to Jesus?
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Read Daniel 1:8–21
5. What can we learn from the way in which Daniel and his friends made their
protest about eating the king’s food? How does it help understand how
should we act towards someone we disagree with?

6. Daniel and his friends received a Babylonian education, and God prospered
them in it (v.17–20). What can we learn from this about our attitude towards
secular culture?

Read John 17:15–18
7. How does Daniel 1 help us to understand these verses and apply them?

8. What is your natural reaction when you are misunderstood, mistreated, or
maligned for your faith? Is it to retreat into the comfortability of cultural
acceptance? Or is to rage against the culture with arrogance and mockery?
How does Daniel show us the better response of humble resilience?

Ask God to help you live with humble resilience in the world.
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In chapter 2 Daniel finds himself employed as a wise man in service of the
Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar. Following a particularly disturbing dream, and
the failure of his magicians and sorcerers to interpret it, Nebuchadnezzar orders
the destruction of all his wise men. Daniel, however, with great fervency and faith
asks God to reveal the mystery of the dream so he might save his life and the lives of
others. God reveals to Daniel the interpretation of the dream and enables him to serve
Nebuchadnezzar faithfully and in a way that brings glory to God.

Monday – Daniel 2:1–16
Tuesday – Daniel 2:17–30
Wednesday – Daniel 2:31–45
Thursday – Colossians 3:12–24
Friday – Daniel 2:46–49
Saturday – 1 Timothy 6:11–16

1. When Daniel finds out the king wants to kill all of the wise men, including him and his
friends, what is the first thing he does? When we hear bad news what is the first thing
we should do?
2. In this chapter, Daniel gives God the praise and glory for doing something no human
could do. What are some things we need God to do for us that we can’t do?
What things could you give God praise for in your life?

“Daniel answered the king, “No mere human can solve the king’s mystery, I don’t care who it
is—no wise man, enchanter, magician, diviner. But there is a God in heaven who solves
mysteries, and he has solved this one. He is letting King Nebuchadnezzar in on what is going
to happen in the days ahead.”
DANIEL 2:27–28
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What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

Read Daniel 2:1
1. What causes you anxiety, trouble, or sleepless nights? Feel free to pause
and spend some time praying for one another in these areas.

Read Daniel 2:2–30
2. What does the king ask of the wise men (vv. 3, 5–6, 9) and what is the result
if they don’t comply (vv. 5, 9, 12–13)? How does Daniel respond and what
gives him the confidence to do so (vv. 14–30)?

3. Daniel asks his three friends to pray in verses 17–18. Do you have people in
your life who pray for you? Share your experiences of praying for others
and having others pray for you.
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Read Daniel 2:31–49
4. In Daniel 2, we see Daniel faithfully and humbly serve God by doing his job
well and pointing to God’s glory when given the chance (vv. 19–23, 28, 37,
44), which results in the king acknowledging God (2:47). What is your
vocation (calling, profession, career)? Do you see your vocation as working
for God? If yes, how? If not, why not?

5. What are some ways you can be faithful to God in your vocation? Are there
any jobs where this might be difficult or impossible?

6. What are some ways you experience God in your daily life?

7. Where has God placed you, and what does it look like to serve God there
and point to him and praise him when given the opportunity?

8. How can you “amp up” your experience of God in daily living?

Pray through Daniel’s blessing of verses 20–23
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The faith of Daniel’s three friends—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—is tested when
Nebuchadnezzar sets up a golden statue and issues a decree that all of his officials must
bow down before the statue in worship or be thrown into a blazing furnace. When the
three friends refuse to bow down before this idol, they are thrown into the furnace.
But, to his amazement, when Nebuchadnezzar peers into the furnace, he sees not only
the three men walking around unharmed, but also a fourth, mysterious figure, who
some believe to be an angel, others the preincarnate Jesus. In any case, it is obvious
God was with these three men and delivered them from the furnace.

Monday – Daniel 3:1–7
Tuesday –Daniel 3:8–18
Wednesday – Psalm 34:1–10
Thursday – Daniel 3:19–25
Friday – Daniel 3:26–30
Saturday – Isaiah 43:1–15

1. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego disobeyed the king by choosing to obey
God. Discuss whether it is OK for us to disobey our leaders if they are
asking us to disobey God. Why is obedience to God more important than
obedience to anyone or anything else?
2. How would you have felt if you were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and
God delivered you out of the blazing furnace? How has God done the same
thing for us in Jesus?

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, “Your threat means
nothing to us. If you throw us in the fire, the God we serve can rescue us from your roaring
furnace and anything else you might cook up, O king. But even if he doesn’t, it wouldn’t make
a bit of difference, O king. We still wouldn’t serve your gods or worship the gold statue you set
up.” DANIEL 3:17–18
20
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What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

Read Daniel 3:1–18
1. What should be the normal attitude of the Christian toward the
government? Consider Luke 20:19–26; Romans 13:1–7; 1 Timothy 2:1–4; 1
Peter 2:13–17. Under what circumstances should we refuse to submit to the
government? Consider Acts 4:19–20; 5:27–29

Read Daniel 3:19–30
2. Why did God not deliver Daniel’s three friends earlier? Share about a time
when God did not answer a prayer of yours in the way or in the timing you
thought he should have. How did you respond?

3. What stands out for you about the way in which the three young men
respond to the king’s command in verses 16–18? What lessons can we learn
from them?
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4. How should we respond when we are misunderstood or mistreated for our
faith in God? Consider Luke 6:27–28; Romans 12:14 and 1 Peter 3:13–17. How might
this way of responding be more persuasive than fighting back?

5. What is the irony of verses 28–29 in light of the beginning of chapter 3?

6. Have you ever faced a ‘furnace’ in order to remain faithful to Jesus? What
ripple effects have you seen in your life or the lives of those around you
when you’ve chosen to be faithful?

7. How does Jesus’ perfect, permanent faithfulness encourage you to repent
where needed, and motivate you to remain faithful today?

Pray for those around the world currently suffering for their obedience to Jesus
and his gospel. Ask God to give us humble resilience and thank God for Jesus, who
perfectly obeyed and whose punishment has brought us forgiveness of sins and fullness
of life.
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In chapter 4, King Nebuchadnezzar—the very same king who enforced idol worship
and who impetuously delivered people over to death—testifies to what God has done
for him. However, Nebuchadnezzar’s faith is not yet complete, and God is not yet
finished with him. In fact, Nebuchadnezzar has another dream, which as Daniel explains,
points to his downfall if he refuses to acknowledge God alone is supreme. Despite this
warning Nebuchadnezzar refuses to humble himself and pridefully boasts in his power
and majesty as he surveys the city of Babylon. Immediately God humbles
Nebuchadnezzar by making him like an animal, until he eventually realises that God
alone is King over all, and that he humbles the proud.

Monday – Daniel 4:1–18
Tuesday – Daniel 4:19–27
Wednesday – Daniel 4:28–33
Thursday – Psalm 115
Friday – Daniel 4:34–37
Saturday – Isaiah 40:9–26

1. Pride means we say to God: “I am the boss, not you.” Why is it bad for us to
be the boss instead of God?
2. Can you think of a time when you were prideful? What should we do when
we recognize we are being prideful?

“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything
he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.”
DANIEL 4:37
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What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

Read Daniel 4:1–3
1. In these verses, the king declares what “the most High God has done for
me.” Reflect on your life and, if you would like to, share some of your story
(what God has done for you) with the group.

Read Daniel 4:4–27
2. How does Daniel’s response in verse 18 reveal his attitude towards the
king? How does this challenge your attitude towards unbelievers? Consider
Matthew 5:43–48 and 1 Corinthians 5:12

3. Is your heart tender or tough towards those who don’t know God? Why?

4. How does Daniel’s interpretation of the dream reveal his courage and
boldness? How does this challenge you in your interactions with
unbelievers? Consider Acts 4:29 and Ephesians 6:19
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5. What are some reasons you (or others) might fail to share the gospel? What
would help you to share the gospel more regularly and effectively?

Read Daniel 4:28–37
6. What is pride? Why is pride sinful? How have you seen pride in your own
life? How can we develop humility in our lives?

7. How does the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation and restoration give
you hope? Share a time when God has done a similar work in your life.

8. The message of Christianity (the gospel) is a message of the coming of
God’s Kingdom and an invitation to enjoy the peace we find in it. How do
you particularly need to apply that today? Do you need to respond to it for
the first time?

Reflectively pray the words of Daniel 4:3
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In chapter 5, some years after Nebuchadnezzar’s death, the new king of Babylon,
Belshazzar, defies God by using the silver and gold vessels taken from the temple in
Jerusalem to praise the false gods of Babylon. God announces his judgement upon Belshazzar’s blasphemy by interrupting the party and writing a mysterious message upon on
the wall. Daniel, now an old man, is summoned to interpret the message, which announces the end of Belshazzar’s reign. Despite the dire content of his interpretation,
Daniel is promoted to the third highest office in Babylon, whereas Belshazzar is slain
that very night, demonstrating the fatal consequence of refusing to honour God.

Monday – Daniel 5:1–12
Tuesday – Daniel 5:13–23
Wednesday – Psalm 135
Thursday – Daniel 5:24–30
Friday – Acts 12:1–23
Saturday – Psalm 62

1. What big mistake did Belshazzar make? How do we sometimes make the
same mistake that Belshazzar made?
2. Do you think Belshazzar was influenced by the other people at the party?
What lessons can we learn from this?
3. What did Belshazzar fail to do that led to God’s judgement falling upon him
(for a hint, look at verse 22)? What happens when we humble ourselves
before God (for help, check out 1 Peter 5:6–7)?

“But you, Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all
this. Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven… You praised the gods of
silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But
you did not honour the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways.”
DANIEL 5:22–23
28
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What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

Read Daniel 5:1–16
1. What do we learn about Belshazzar from verses 1–4? Do you know people
who have a similar approach to life and to God as Belshazzar?

2. Belshazzar’s actions seem to have been driven by a desire to impress those
at the feast rather than by reverence for God. How and when are you
tempted to do the same? What would help you to resist this temptation?
Consider Acts 5:27–32 and John 12:42–43

Read Daniel 5:17–31
3. Why was God’s judgement so much harsher on Belshazzar than on
Nebuchadnezzar? Consider verses 22–23. How does this truth relate to Luke
12:47–48? Does this challenge or convict you? How?
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4. It’s often easier to think about God’s love and grace than it is to think about
his justice and wrath. Read the following verses and discuss why we need
to have a proper understanding of both God’s love and his justice:
Galatians 6:7; Romans 1:18 and Ecclesiastes 12:14.

5. Belshazzar abused the things of God and did not properly honour God.
Read Romans 6:1–4 and discuss how we also can abuse God’s grace. How
might we know when we are abusing God’s grace or just wrestling to
overcome sin?

6. If there is an area of your life where you feel like you’re abusing God’s grace
by sinning again and again, seek out another believer you can confess to
and pray with them for strength to repent and walk in joyful obedience.

7. How has Christ changed the “writing on the wall” of your life?

Spend time in repentance over your sin and thankfulness for Jesus.
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Darius, the new ruler over Babylon, quickly recognises Daniel’s integrity and
wisdom, and plans to promote him as ruler over the entire kingdom. The other
rulers, however, become jealous of Daniel and devise a plan to incriminate him
and remove him from office. They can find nothing incriminating in his character,
so they attack his faith. They incite Darius to enact a decree whereby prayers can
only be offered to Darius and no one else. Daniel, of course, continues to do what he
has always done; he gets down on his knees in prayer to God, which leads him to end
up in the lion’s den for his treason. But God delivers him, bringing glory to his name
and praise to the lips of Darius.

Monday – Daniel 6:1–10
Tuesday – Psalm 55
Wednesday – Psalm 22
Thursday – Daniel 6:11–18
Friday – Psalm 91:1–16
Saturday – Daniel 6:19–28

1. In this story, Daniel was extremely brave; even when he knew he would get
in trouble for praying, he did it anyway. Can you think of a time when you were brave?
Why is it important for us to be brave in following Jesus?
2. God was faithful to Daniel and he delivered him from the lion’s den.
Can you think of someone else in the Bible who bravely faced death and yet was
delivered by God from death (hint, check out Acts 2:22–24)?
Discus some of the ways God has been faithful to you.

“My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I
was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.”
The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was
lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.”
DANIEL 6:22–23
32
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What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

Read Daniel 6:1–18
1. What do you think it means that Daniel had an “excellent spirit” (v.3)?

2. What motivated the other rulers to plot against Daniel? What are the negative effects
of envy? Have you experienced these in your own life?

3. What can we learn about Daniel’s prayer life from these verses? Share some of your
experiences with prayer and its importance in your life.

4. How does Daniel’s experience mirror the life of Jesus?
Consider Matthew 26:3–4, 14–16, 36–46, 59–60
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Read Daniel 6:19–28
5. Daniel obeys God multiple times throughout the book, and it seems like the
consequences vary between promotion and punishment. Why is it dangerous to believe
that serving God will always result in prosperity?

6. Daniel continued to follow God “as he had done previously” (v.10). Why should difficult
situations in our lives actually push us to draw closer to God rather than to abandon
our relationship with God?

7. Why do you think Daniel valued his relationship with God above the value of his own
life? How does this challenge or comfort you?

8. In this passage, what do we learn about who God is and what he does? How does this
give you confidence, even in the midst of hostility? How does it point us to the ultimate
deliverance we have through Jesus?

9. If you reflect on the first six chapters of Daniel, how have you been helped to live
both faithfully and fruitfully in the world?

Reflectively pray through Psalm 42
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