Vision:
To be a gospel-centred church seeking to make and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ for the good of our community & the glory of God
Mission:
To make growing disciples of Jesus Christ through gospel-centred and
Spirit empowered worship, community, service and mission.
Core Values
We worship the triune God
We worship God as He has revealed Himself: Father, Son &
Holy Spirit
We proclaim the gospel
We hold the gospel to be of first importance
We love one another
We love one another as Jesus loved us
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Every day in our modern world we are bombarded with a flood of information, noise, and
opinion, much of it a combination of spin, sound bites and trivialities. It is a relief to turn to
the Bible. It is a relief to slow down and pay close attention to ancient wisdom that has
stood the test of time. In this sermon series—“Ancient Wisdom for a Modern World”—we
will slow down and explore the book of Proverbs, and receive practical help from God. Help
in order to navigate the complexity of life’s questions and decisions, and learn to live wisely.

-
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The book of Proverbs is the written legacy of King Solomon, the son of David (Proverbs 1:1; 10:1).
Solomon, however, is not the sole author of Proverbs; there are also two batches of sayings from
a group called “the wise” (22:17–24:22; 24:23-34), and ‘oracles' from Agur (30:1–33) and Lemeul
(31:1–9). No author is given for the song in praise of the excellent wife that ends the book (31:10–
31).

In English a proverb is a short saying of practical truth that is easy to remember. Think of sayings
like: “Two wrongs don’t make a right,” or, “The pen is mightier than the sword.” A biblical proverb
is similar, but offers far more than just common sense. A biblical proverb is an invitation from God
to learn and live. Biblical proverbs describe real life situations, giving those who use and hear
them guidance on how to respond. This means, as Ray Ortlund explains, “by picking a proverb
up and turning it over and over and looking at it from all angles, we can see something about
our lives before we step into the actual reality. The world says, Live and learn. God is saying,
Learn and live.”1

The book of Proverbs is an invitation from God to learn and live. Everyone is on a path
somewhere. Even when we feel we are stuck or trapped, the truth is we are still in motion. Life is a
journey, and the destination is not just a place but also a condition. As Ray Ortlund says, “We are
becoming the end of our journey, wise or foolish, and every moment takes us closer there.” 2 And
this is what the book of Proverbs is about. It is an invitation from God to live wisely. Indeed, the
book of Proverbs is best described as a wisdom anthology—that is, a collection of writings from
several authors. It is written in a variety of literary forms (lectures, short sayings, a poem of praise,
etc.) and is arranged in a series of collections according to the speaker or complier (1:1; 10:1;
22:17; 24:23; 25:1; 30:1; 31:1). The goal of it all is to make us wise; not clever, or cunning, or
competent, but wise.
Through the book of Proverbs, God coaches us in the wisdom we need to navigate the long and
complicated path of our everyday lives. Wisdom, in this sense, is the grace of God beautifying
our daily lives. Wisdom is skill in the art of godly living. In this way, the wisdom of Proverbs is
practical, but it is not simplistic or moralistic. What God seeks for us through Proverbs is change
deep inside our hearts. A change that flows from the inside out. This means the book of Proverbs
is not a quick fix. It is ancient wisdom from long human experience endorsed by God himself.
And if we, in our modern world, will pay close attention, God may just graciously make us into
profoundly wise people.

____________________________
1 Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr., Proverbs: Wisdom that Works (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012), 26
2 Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr., Proverbs: Wisdom that Works (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012), 15
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Ray Ortlund says, “The book of Proverbs is a gospel book, because it is part of the Bible. That
means the book of Proverbs is good news for bad people. It is about grace for sinners. It is about
hope for failures. It is about wisdom for idiots. The book is Jesus himself coming to us as our
counsellor, as our sage… Jesus Christ is the best counsellor for all people in all seasons of life. The
Bible says that in Christ are hidden “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3).
The wise way to live is not always obvious or intuitive or popular. It is hidden. Here’s where it is
hidden: “We preach Christ crucified… the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23–24).”3 We take
hold of wisdom, we rise to greatness, we achieve nobility, not by our way, but by God’s way;
through the cross, through humility. This means, “Wisdom is the gospel of Christ reshaping us for
royalty, as God places us on his anvil and we trust him enough to stay there until his work is
done.”4

The most obvious characters in the book of Proverbs are the wise, the fool, and the simple. The
wise person embraces God’s wisdom by learning the skill of living it out in everyday situations
(2:2). The wise person actively make’s progress in such a skill, and is held out as an example worth
emulating (cf. 9:8). The fool is one who is steadily opposed to God’s wisdom for living (1:7), even
resisting God’s offer of forgiveness (14:9; 15:8). Moreover, the fool is a dangerous influence (13:20;
17:12), and causes grief to their parents (10:1); but they are not beyond hope (8:5). The simple is
the person who is not firmly committed, either to wisdom or to folly (14:15), and as such, they are
easily misled, floating through life without making any progress in the discipline needed to grow
in wisdom.
Proverbs uses other terms, both positive (e.g., righteous, upright, diligent, understanding, prudent)
and negative (e.g., wicked, lazy, lacking sense), to describe the wise person and the fool.
Indeed, these terms are not additional groups of people, but are rather different ways of
describing a wise or foolish person. These additional terms help us to discern the multi-faceted
fruits of godliness and ungodliness, or wisdom and folly. Beyond these terms there are others used
that depict different levels within each category. For instance, the scoffer is worse than a fool
(21:24), the person wise in his own eyes is almost beyond hope (26:12), and the simple is not as far
gone as the fool.

Proverbs: Wisdom that Worksby Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr.
God’s Wisdom in Proverbs by Dan Phillips
Introduction to Proverbs in ESV Study Bible
Proverbs (Tyndale Old Testament Commentary) by Derek Kidner
____________________________
3 Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr., Proverbs: Wisdom that Works (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012), 16–17
4 Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr., Proverbs: Wisdom that Works (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012), 19
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This Growth Group booklet is designed, ideally, to be used in
a Growth Group. Anyone can join a Growth Group, whether
you love and follow Jesus, or you are interested in learning
more about who Jesus is and what it means to follow him.
If you are not part of a Growth Group but want to study along
with the rest of the church, this Growth Group booklet may
also be used profitably for individual study.

The OPEN section is designed to introduce the main theme
that will be studied that week. Usually open-ended and not
too specific, this is hopefully a question that will allow
everyone to contribute and so get discussion going.

The DIG section will provide the bulk of the questions with the
aim to really dig into the Bible and discover what God is
saying to us in His Word. However, this is not simply a cold
search for facts about God, but rather it is a search for more
of God! We want to know him and love him more! So as we
explore the text together these questions will also hopefully
bring the truth to bear on our hearts and lives and more
importantly point us to the one in whom we see God clearly
and the one who ties the whole Bible together: Jesus Christ.

The REFLECT section is designed to help crystalize all that has
been discussed and hopefully direct us towards some
possible actions steps or heart changes that we may need to
make.

A few PRAYER points will also be provided, for the group to
pray through together. Take the time to read through these
and then spend a sufficient amount of time praying through
them, as well as through any requests or needs of the group.

We have prayed and are praying that this Growth Group
booklet would be a blessing to you and that it may serve to
help you know Jesus more and so GROW in Christ-likeness.
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All of our sermons are uploaded to our website, you can choose to listen to an audio version, or
you can watch a video version. If you ‘LIKE’ our facebook page www.facebook.com/
BrayParkCommunityChurch you will be notified when our latest video sermon is ready for
viewing. You can also subscribe to our podcasts on itunes. You might even consider sharing a link
to the sermon videos via social media. You are also able to download our latest Growth Group
Material via our website www.bpcc.com.au
So if you miss a sermon in a series, it is really easy for you to catch up, just visit www.bpcc.com.au
and following the links under the GROW tab.

www.facebook.com/BrayParkCommunityChurch
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Sunday 11 Oct 2015
Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Monday 12 Oct 2015
Proverbs 29:25
The fear of man lays a snare,
but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe.

-

Tuesday 13 Oct 2015
Proverbs 28:14
Blessed is the one who fears the LORD always,
but whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity.

Wednesday 14 Oct 2015
Proverbs 3:7-8
Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from
evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your
bones.

Thursday 15 Oct 2015
Proverbs 14:2
Whoever walks in uprightness fears the LORD,
but he who is devious in his ways despises him.

Friday 16 Oct 2015
Proverbs 14:26-27
In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence,
and his children will have a refuge. The fear of the LORD is a
fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of
death.

Saturday 17 Oct 2015
Proverbs 19:23
The fear of the LORD leads to life, and whoever has it
rests satisfied; he will not be visited by harm.
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-

How would you define ‘wisdom’?

How is wisdom different to just ‘doing the right thing’?

Read Proverbs 1:1-7
What are the two ‘goals’ of the book of Proverbs according to verse 2?

How do verses 3–4 further explain the first goal (of v. 2)?

How does verse 6 further explain the second goal (of v. 2)?

What challenge is given to all of us in verse 5?
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What are some practical ways you can continue to grow in wisdom?

What is “the fear of the LORD” (v. 7)?

How might the fear of the Lord be “the beginning of knowledge” (v. 7)?

How does verse 7 differ to the way our culture views knowledge?

Wise people humbly revere God and lovingly live to please Him. This is wise fear. Do you
revere God in this way? Have you experienced how freeing it is to humble yourself before
your superior, Jesus Christ?

Ray Ortlund: “If you would like to experience God with that humility, here is how you can.
You look at the cross. You see a wise man hanging there, dying in the place of fools like
you, because he loves you. You may despise him, but he does not despise you. You may be
above him, but he humbled himself for you. Look there at him. Look away from yourself.
Look at him, and keep looking until your pride melts. You will not only worship, you will
begin to grow wise.”
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Sunday 18 Oct 2015
Proverbs 7:4-5
Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” and call insight your
intimate friend, to keep you from the forbidden woman,
from the adulteress with her smooth words.

Monday 19 Oct 2015
Proverbs 6:32-33
He who commits adultery lacks sense; he who does it destroys
himself. He will get wounds and dishonour, and his disgrace will
not be wiped away.

-

Tuesday 20 Oct 2015
Proverbs 5:18
Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your
youth,

Wednesday 21 Oct 2015
Proverbs 5:3-4
For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, and her speech
is smoother than oil, but in the end she is bitter as wormwood,
sharp as a two-edged sword.

Thursday 22 Oct 2015
Proverbs 31:30
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears
the LORD is to be praised.

Friday 23 Oct 2015
Proverbs 5:15
Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own
well.

Saturday 24 Oct 2015
Proverbs 5:21
For a man's ways are before the eyes of the LORD,
and he ponders all his paths.
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Why does our sexuality matter to God?

Why is God’s wisdom in our sexuality so important?

Read Proverbs 6:20–35
What seems to be the main point of verses 20–35?

What do verses 27 and 34 tell us about the practical consequences of sexual folly?

Why is sexual sin so alluring, but so devastating? Consider 1 Corinthians 6:18

How does this contrast with what our culture believes about sex?
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Read Proverbs 7:1–27
What do these verses teach us about the nature of sexual temptation?

What promise does the woman give the young man in verses 19–20?

How is this promise also the temptation we face when it comes to sexual sin?

How is this promise wrong, though? Consider Genesis 16:13 and Psalm 33:13

Read 1 Corinthians 6:15–17
What gives us the ability to overcome sexual temptation?

Wise people honour God with their sexuality, understanding that Jesus has given himself to
us completely by grace. Have you submitted your sexuality to God? What might help you in
doing this?

Ray Ortlund: “Here is what it means to be a Christian… You have been brought into union
with the most loving Person in the universe. He is giving his love to you with all his
passionate heart. He is so close to you, he identifies so intensely with you, the Bible is
saying he and you have become one spirit… Will you believe it, receive it, and open your
heart to Christ today?”
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Sunday 25 Oct 2015
Proverbs 22:6
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old
he will not depart from it.

Monday 26 Oct 2015
Proverbs 29:17
Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight
to your heart.

Tuesday 27 Oct 2015
Proverbs 20:7
The righteous who walks in his integrity — blessed are his
children after him!

Wednesday 28 Oct 2015
Proverbs 18:19
A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city,
and quarrelling is like the bars of a castle.

Thursday 29 Oct 2015
Proverbs 10:5
He who gathers in summer is a prudent son, but he who sleeps
in harvest is a son who brings shame.

Friday 30 Oct 2015
Proverbs 11:29
Whoever troubles his own household will inherit the wind,
and the fool will be servant to the wise of heart.

Saturday 31 Oct 2015
Proverbs 17:6
Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of
children is their fathers.
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Can you name some families from pop-culture (TV, movies, books, etc.) who you would not
consider to be wise? Explain why.

What makes a family ‘wise’?

Give some reasons why exercising wisdom in our families is important.

Read Proverbs 31:10–27
Why might the book of Proverbs finish with a description of this “excellent wife”?

Do you hear these verses as encouraging or exhausting? Why?

How should we properly apply these verses?

Read Proverbs 31:28-31
What does the husband do in verse 28?
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What does this tell us about how a husband should primarily relate to his wife?

How can men rob their families of the love they deserve?

How can men learn to give their families the love they deserve?

Read Proverbs 15:20; 20:20; and 23:25
How can we—all of us—grow in wisdom toward our parents? Consider Exodus 20:12

What does it practically mean to “honour your parents”? What does it not mean?

Read Proverbs 22:6
What are some of the goals you have for your kids (or would have)?

What do you think is the greatest gift you could give your children? Why?

Spend some time thinking about and setting priorities for your family.
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Sunday 1 Nov 2015
Proverbs 13:20

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise,
but the companion of fools will suffer harm.

Monday 2 Nov 2015
Proverbs 27:5-6

Better is open rebuke than hidden love.
Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses
of an enemy.

-

Tuesday 3 Nov 2015
Proverbs 17:9

Whoever covers an offense seeks love,
but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.

Wednesday 4 Nov 2015
Proverbs 17:17

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for
adversity.

Thursday 5 Nov 2015
Proverbs 18:24

A man of many companions may come to ruin,
but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

Friday 6 Nov 2015
Proverbs 22:24-25

Make no friendship with a man given to anger,
nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn his ways
and entangle yourself in a snare.

Saturday 7 Nov 2015
Proverbs 27:17

Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.
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What is a friend?

Why is friendship so valuable?

Read Proverbs 20:6 and 17:17
What does a true friend do, according to these verses?

How is Jesus our friend in this same way? Consider John 13:1

Read Proverbs 27:6, 17
What else does a true friend do, according to these verses?

Why is it important to have friends who will not just flatter us, but also “wound” us?
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Read Proverbs 17:9
According to this verse, how can friendship go wrong?

God has covered our sins through Christ (Psalm 32:1). How does remembering this fact
help us to be a wise friend?

Read Proverbs 11:12 and 25:17
How else, according to these verses, can friendship be damaged?

Read Proverbs 18:24 and John 15:13
What does it mean to you that Jesus Christ is your friend?

Wise people know how important the honest influence of a Christian friend is; someone
who speaks not only grace but truth. It can be painful. But the wounds of an honest friend
are faithful to help you grow. If you don’t yet have a friend who knows you well enough to
refine you, are you seeking that person out? What steps could you take to seek that person
out?
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Sunday 8 Nov 2015
Proverbs 15:30
The light of the eyes rejoices the heart,
and good news refreshes the bones.

Monday 9 Nov 2015
Proverbs 16:32
Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty,
and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.

Tuesday 10 Nov 2015
Proverbs 15:18
A hot-tempered man stirs up strife,
but he who is slow to anger quiets contention.

Wednesday 11 Nov 2015
Proverbs 11:17
A man who is kind benefits himself,
but a cruel man hurts himself.

Thursday 12 Nov 2015
Proverbs 12:25
Anxiety in a man's heart weighs him down,
but a good word makes him glad.

Friday 13 Nov 2015
Proverbs 19:11
Good sense makes one slow to anger,
and it is his glory to overlook an offense.

Saturday 14 Nov 2015
Proverbs 10:12
Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all offenses.
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Would you consider yourself an emotional person? Why or why not?

How do emotions affect your life?

Read Matthew 26:37-38; Mark 1:41; 3:5; John 11:33-35 and 15:11
What emotions do you see Jesus exhibit in these verses?

Why is it important that Jesus experienced our emotions?

How might Jesus’ emotions be different to ours, though?

Read Proverbs 9:10 and 28:11
What is something you fear, and how does this fear affect your life?

What, according to these verses, is the remedy for this fear?
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Read Proverbs 10:12; 14:29; 16:23; 19:11; and 29:22;
Is all anger wrong? Why or why not?

According to Proverbs 19:11, what should our response to anger be—even if we are angry
for good reason?

Read Proverbs 14:30; 24:19–20; and 27:4
How is jealousy more insidious than anger?

What are some ways you can recognise jealousy in your own heart?

What, according to Proverbs 24:19-20, is the antidote to jealousy?

Read Proverbs 15:15, 30 and 17:22.
Wise people know that only when the joy of the
gospel is pressed deep down into the heart will they experience wise emotions.

Ray Ortlund:“The joy of the gospel is contagious. The light of the gospel rejoices the open
heart. You can feel alive again by pressing that gospel into your heart. Will you?”
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Sunday 15 Nov 2015
Proverbs 16:1
The plans of the heart belong to man,
but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.

Monday 16 Nov 2015
Proverbs 19:21
Many are the plans in the mind of a man,
but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.

-

Tuesday 17 Nov 2015
Proverbs 20:18
Plans are established by counsel;
by wise guidance wage war.

Wednesday 18 Nov 2015
Proverbs 27:12
The prudent sees danger and hides himself,
but the simple go on and suffer for it.

Thursday 19 Nov 2015
Proverbs 16:9
The heart of man plans his way,
but the LORD establishes his steps.

Friday 20 Nov 2015
Proverbs 16:33
The lot is cast into the lap,
but its every decision is from the LORD.

Saturday 21 Nov 2015
Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.
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Do you like to make plans, or just ‘take it as it comes’? Give examples.

When have you been entrusted with the planning of a significant event? How did it go?

Read Proverbs 16:33 and 21:1, 5
According to Proverbs 21:5, do our choices have real consequences? Why is this significant?

What truth does Proverbs 16:33 and 21:1 make clear to us? Why is this significant?

How should we understand these two seemingly paradoxical truths? Consider Proverbs
16:1 and 9 (and Genesis 50:15-21)

Read Proverbs 20:18; 21:5; and 24:27
Is it important to make plans in life? Why or why not?
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What are some areas in your life that could benefit from planning?

What are some things you might need to consider to make effective plans?

Read Proverbs 16:3
What does it mean to “commit your work to the LORD”? What doesn’t it mean?

Why might this be the most important step in making plans?

Read Proverbs 21:16
What is the warning given in this proverb? Why is it significant?

Read Romans 8:26–30 and Ephesians 1:3–10.
Reflect on the truth that even in our failing
to plan and our failed plans, the love of God in Jesus Christ overcomes our failure. And that
God takes even our failures and works them for good. How does this truth move you?
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Sunday 22 Nov 2015
Proverbs 15:1-2
A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouths
of fools pour out folly.

Monday 23 Nov 2015
Proverbs 11:12
Whoever belittles his neighbour lacks sense, but a man of
understanding remains silent.

-

Tuesday 24 Nov 2015
Proverbs 12:18
There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts,
but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

Wednesday 25 Nov 2015
Proverbs 16:28
A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates
close friends.

Thursday 26 Nov 2015
Proverbs 13:3
Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who opens
wide his lips comes to ruin.

Friday 27 Nov 2015
Proverbs 18:2
A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in
expressing his opinion.

Saturday 28 Nov 2015
Proverbs 16:24
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul
and health to the body.
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Why is the following saying false: “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will
never hurt me”?

Share an experience from your life when words have been used for either good or ill.

Read Proverbs 12:22; 17:4; 18:8; 20:15; and 31:8–9
Why might lying be so repulsive to God?

According to Proverbs 17:4, how might we be a “liar,” even if we don’t speak?

What are some ways we can counter lies and gossip?

Read Proverbs 10:11, 21; 12:18, 25; and 18:21
What might Proverbs 18:21 mean? Can you give any examples?
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Discuss the following statement: “The tongue of the wise cares more about soothing an
injury than winning an argument.”

What are some practical ways you can speak “life” into people?

Read Proverbs 13:3; 14:23; and 24:12
How, according to these verses, can the influence of our words be limited, though?

Give examples of situations when “mere talk” is not enough.

Wise people know that Jesus Christ is God’s final and full Word (John 1:1, 14); everything
that needs to be said and the only thing that needs to be said. And so they seek to get his
wisdom inside them, so that it may come out of them. In what ways are you actively
seeking to change your words so they reflect Christ?

Ray Ortlund:“God’s Word remains; it will keep on giving you new life, and it always will.
Just keep listening to the gospel, and God will keep renewing you all the way to Heaven. It
will go deeper and deeper into you. And your words will spread new life to many other
people too, with eternal impact.”
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Sunday 29 Nov 2015
Proverbs 14:21
Whoever despises his neighbour is a sinner,
but blessed is he who is generous to the poor.

Monday 30 Nov 2015
Proverbs 22:16
Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his own wealth,
or gives to the rich, will only come to poverty.

-

Tuesday 1 Dec 2015
Proverbs 15:16
Better is a little with the fear of the LORD
than great treasure and trouble with it.

Wednesday 2 Dec 2015
Proverbs 10:4
A slack hand causes poverty,
but the hand of the diligent makes rich.

Thursday 3 Dec 2015
Proverbs 11:28
Whoever trusts in his riches will fall,
but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.

Friday 4 Dec 2015
Proverbs 16:16
How much better to get wisdom than gold!
To get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.

Saturday 5 Dec 2015
Proverbs 22:1
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,
and favour is better than silver or gold.
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Why do we need wisdom when it comes to money?

How does ‘worldly’ wisdom differ to godly wisdom when it comes to money?

Read Proverbs 10:22
Why do you think Proverbs has a generally positive attitude towards money? Consider
Genesis 1:31

Do you have a positive or negative attitude towards money? Why?

Why might God create a world in which some people would have more financial
opportunity than others? (i.e. some people are born into poverty, others into wealth)

Read Proverbs 10:4; 12:11; and 13:11
According to these verses, how does God provide us with his money?
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What are the different causes of poverty, and what type of poverty do you think Proverbs
10:4 is referring to?

Read Proverbs 15:16–17
Do you have a hard time believing these verses?

What are some ways to push this truth deeper into your heart?

Read Proverbs 11:26; 20:23; and 28:25
According to these verses, what are some ways we use money destructively?

Read Proverbs 11:24-25
What is it, according to these verses, that makes us rich?

Read Proverbs 30:7–9.
Memorise this prayer and perhaps make it a life goal—to never go
broke and to never be wealthy. But rather to live in dependence on God and to do as much
with our money as we can. That is what it means to be a wise steward.
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Sunday 6 Dec 2015
Proverbs 4:23
Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of
life.

Monday 7 Dec 2015
Proverbs 3:13-14
Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets
understanding, for the gain from her is better than gain from
silver and her profit better than gold.

-

Tuesday 8 Dec 2015
Proverbs 4:7
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you
get, get insight.

Wednesday 9 Dec 2015
Proverbs 4:26-27
Ponder the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure.
Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot away
from evil.

Thursday 10 Dec 2015
Proverbs 16:17
The highway of the upright turns aside from evil; whoever
guards his way preserves his life.

Friday 11 Dec 2015
Proverbs 16:20
Whoever gives thought to the word will discover good,
and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.

Saturday 12 Dec 2015
Proverbs 30:5
Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take
refuge in him.
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Do you know any wise people? What makes them wise in your eyes?

Read Proverbs 4:1–9
Why is it important to learn wisdom from those who have gone before us?

Do you feel urgency about getting wisdom for yourself? Why or why not?

What are some of the benefits of wisdom given in verses 4–9?

Read Proverbs 4:10–19
What phrase is repeated in verses 11, 14, 18, and19?

What does this metaphor tell us about our pursuit of wisdom?
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What is the warning given to us in verses 14–17?

What is the hope held out in verse 18?

Read Proverbs 4:20-27
How is the wisdom of verse 23 opposite to the wisdom of our culture?

What might be the point of referring to various body parts in verses 24–27? Consider
Romans 12:1

What are some practical ways you can pursue greater wisdom in your life?

Reflect on some ways you can pursue the wisdom of Christ for the rest of your earthly life.

Ray Ortlund: “If you will keep your heart with all vigilance for his sake, Christ will fill you
with his springs of life. With a heart filled by Christ, you will not lose your way.”
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